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 TREE LIGHTING  FEBRUARY 

Meetings start at 7:00pm with Social Time at 6:30pm. 
Optimist Club Space located below the Ennismore Library. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to wish all of you a Happy and Healthy 2018. 

My thanks to all those who helped to install the lights at the Causeway and those who 
assisted with the Tree Lighting Event. A special thanks to Shawn Milne for the use of his 
truck to reach those high places and to Scott Gardiner for the fireworks following the 
lighting. You may have noticed that we had some trouble keeping the Xmas Lights on. We 
want to thank the BEL Rotary for their assistance and Scott for running down to the Park 
on many occasions to turn them back on. This year we used floodlights to illuminate the 
stone tree and the trees at the front of the Ennismore Arena at the Robert E Young 
Complex. 

We are just starting to get organized for 2018 after a pleasant break. Gail has prepared a 
great slate of speakers. 

It's this time of year that we have to report to OMAFRA and to the Ontario Horticultural 
Society. Those societies that have at least 100 members and have a completed report get 
$1000 from OMAFRA. Both organizations want to know how many volunteer hours we 
have. I think we did very well this year. We've also sent info to the township for the 
“Selwyn Guide”. 

A reminder that we are on Facebook and you can follow us there. 

Here's hoping for a great gardening season ahead and some good times spent with friends. 

- Helen 

Note from Our President 
by Helen Young 
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Financial Report: December 31, 2017 
by Diann Butt 
Total revenue for 2016/2017: $19,778.20 
($5028.35 of revenue is allocated to Memorial Forest with $3125.00 coming into the Memorial Forest 
as grants and donations.) 
Expenses to date: $5892.82 
Balance left for operation of the EDHS: $7586.48 

Annual AGM 
by Gail Murray Smith 

Our Society finished off 2017 with our annual Pot luck and AGM in November. OMG the food was 
amazing, speeches were short, installation of the officers quick and Christmas spirit was 
everywhere. Pretty good for an AGM. 
Our President, Helen Young, gave us a recap of the year’s work, Diann Butt an overview of our 
finances, Mary Clair Moher audited our books, Rikka Brouwer gave us a talk about “Gifts from 
Your Kitchen”, Suzanne Gardiner made year-end booklets for everyone and we had reports from 
all our subcommittees. 
We presented gifts to our retiring Sprouts’ leaders, Susanne and Scott Gardiner. Gail Moorhouse 
expressed our thanks to them for all their hard work in getting the Sprouts started and guiding 
them over the years. The children will surely miss them. They will be led by leaders Gail and 
Gord Moorhouse in the new year. 
We really have lots of good cooks in our Society. Maybe next year we will ask for recipes to 
come along. I am still trying to win one of Joan Pacey’s wood carvings, which she always 
donates. Thanks Joan. I’ll keep trying. 

Seasonal Gardening Tips 
By Cindy Sweeting 
Winter gardening is for hardcore gardeners. First, you need to remove your Christmas bows and 
balls. You must make them Winter friendly. Maybe some cut off wood pieces of birch with a 
burlap bow. Just be a little creative. 
This is also the season to look up going to some classes. On March 3rd, the Master Gardeners of 
Peterborough are putting on a day of seminars. Be sure to check out their website for more 
information. Toronto Botanical Gardens also has some classes running. Plus, all the spring 
catalogues are coming out. My Vesey’s and Stokes have already arrived. 
For anyone who didn’t get all your bulbs planted: on these warmer days we are having, take a 
bucket filled halfway with potting soil, put your bulbs on top and add more potting soil. Add 
about 2 or 3 cups of water to make the pots damp. Put them in an unheated garage and wait for 
spring. Put them outside in late April or if you see any growth. 
Happy gardening, Cindy. 
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Speaker Line-Up for 2018 
Ennismore and District Horticultural Society 
 

February 15th – Garry Edwards 
“Kitchen Gardens and Our Public Meadowview Garden” 

March 15th – Carol Montgomery, Horlings Garden Centre 
“Shrubs and Colour for All Seasons” 

April 19th – Drew Monkman, author of The Big Book of Nature 
Activities 
“Climate change in the Kawarthas while growing wildflowers, trees, 
shrubs and invasive species.” 

May 17th – Kevan Light, Central Ontario Beekeepers 
Association 
“A Day in the Life of a Beekeeper” 

June 21st – Dave Horton 
“The Power of Red Wigglers” 
DIG around a little to discover all you need to know about 
becoming a growing community of worm composters. 

July 19th – Local Garden Tour 

September 20th – Dan Cooper, Green Gardens and Tours 
“Gardening from a Hammock” 
A presentation on low maintenance gardening. Dan is a master gardener who specializes in 
shade gardens and organic gardening. He is the owner of Green Gardens and Tours, a 
company that provides garden design, advice and tours of exotic gardens. He writes for a 
number of national and international papers, magazines and travel brochures. Tickets are 
$5 each. 

October 18th – Cindy Cartwright, Ontario Hummingbird Project 
The founder and lead researcher of Hummingbirds Canada. Cindy 
researches and bands hummingbirds in five provinces across Canada. 

November 15th – AGM Potluck Christmas Supper 
The AGM Potluck Christmas supper is being held at 6 PM at the 
Ennismore Arena, upstairs. Uta Coussins is making a unique Christmas arrangement.
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Annual Christmas 
Basket Fundraiser 
by Gail Murray Smith 

November 11, 2018 was not only Remembrance 
Day for our Society, it was our annual Christmas 
basket workshop at John Young’s garage. 

During the week prior to our workshop, members 
were diligently gathering all sorts of greenery and 
garden embellishments, making bows and 
transforming a dump truck garage into a 
Christmas basket workshop extraordinaire. 

At eleven o’clock, we honoured our veterans and 
soldiers with a moment of silence and a story from one of our members whose son is presently 
serving in the Canadian Armed Forces overseas. It was a lovely story of a mother’s pride and 
worry, and her son’s dedicated service for world peace. I will not forget it anytime soon. Thank 
you. 

In four short hours, we had completed 110 fantastic Christmas baskets. All were pre-sold. 
Camaraderie with pizza, snacks, music and the Christmas spirit was shared by all men and women 
alike. The men did all the heavy lifting and that was so appreciated. 

This is our largest fundraiser of the year and we were able to clear over $4,000 at the event. Many 
hands make light work. We would like to thank everyone who helped make this event so profitable 
by helping Saturday morning, gathering all our supplies, donating the heated garage, hauling, 
cleaning up with the back hoe, selling, calling and delivering. We already have a list started for 
next year. 

I hope you also noticed our baskets placed around the community over the season. 

 

Membership  
By Kelly Young 

The Ennismore and District Horticultural Society 2018 membership fee is $20.00 for an 
individual or $25.00 per couple. You can mail your membership fee to the Ennismore and 
District Horticultural Society, General Delivery, Ennismore, Ontario, K0L 1T0, give to a board 
member or renew at a meeting. 
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Ennismore Memorial Forest 
by Gail Murray Smith 

The Ennismore and District Horticultural Society have been 
busy over the past year. After two pods of mulch were laid 
down in the Fall of 2016, we have expanded to three more 
pods and a central stone bench in 2017. Nine Memorial trees 
were purchased and planted in October and the memorial 
name plaques were installed shortly after. We have had many 
generous donations to help establish the Memorial Forest and 
they will be honoured with a name plaque in the Spring of 
2018. 

The Memorial Subcommittee would like to thank everyone who 
contributed in any way to help make this project come to life. 
The Memorial Forest is located at the Ennismore Waterfront 
Park on Ennis Road in Ennismore. There is still time to enjoy 
the Park and take a look at our Memorial Forest. 

If you would like any information about the Memorial Forest or 
about purchasing a tree, please call Mary Lou Young at 705-
292-7335. You can leave a message and she will get back to 
you. 

  

Useful Links 
 
 
 

• OHA Trillium Newsletter - www.gardenontario.org 
• Omemee and District Horticultural Society www.omemeeblooms.ca 
• Peterborough Horticultural - www.peterboroughhort.com 
• Lakefield Horticultural - www.lakefieldhort.org 
• Selwyn Township Guide 
• Garden Making - gardenmaking.com  

Ennismore and District Horticultural Society Facebook Page     
 

http://www.gardenontario.org/
http://www.omemeeblooms.ca/
http://www.peterboroughhort.com/
http://www.lakefieldhort.org/
https://icreate3.esolutionsgroup.ca/230570_TownshipofSelwyn/en/townshiphall/resources/Recreation/2016-Guide-web.pdf?_mid_=33775
https://gardenmaking.com/
https://www.facebook.com/EnnismoreAndDistrictHorticulturalSociety
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Upcoming Events 
by Gail Murray Smith 

Ah, Spring --- what a lovely time of anticipation for gardeners. We have all been just waiting 
patiently for those tulip bulbs we planted last year to sprout or to see if the tree we transplanted 
made it through the winter and to start visiting the nurseries and just smell the soil and plants. 

Well there are also lots of upcoming events to get us through to May when we can get out and get 
in the garden. Here are a few I love to recommend as they are totally great and worth the visit: 

 

The Peterborough Garden Show 
April 13th, 14th and 15th 

This event was voted the best Garden Show for our Area and I totally agree. You can come for a 
day or the weekend (if your spouse won’t miss you). Bring the grandkids to the children’s activity 
area, vote in flower competitions, bring home a car-load of garden items, volunteer to help out for 
free admission, and hear some very knowledgeable and entertaining speakers in the coffee and 
luncheon room. 

People from all over the province bring bus-loads to this event in our backyard so don’t miss it. 
You will see lots of us volunteering our time and you can sign up to do this as well if you like. I 
am thrilled to say three of their speakers are coming to our Horticultural meetings this year, as 
well, so we must have made good choices. Hope to see you there. 

 

The Toronto Flower and Garden Festival 
March 9th to 18th 
“2018 Canada Blooms Theme: ‘Let’s Go To The Movies’ 

March 9 – 18, 2018. Canada Blooms has co-located with The National Home Show to create North 
America’s largest Home and Garden Event at the Enercare Center. Experience spectacular feature 
gardens, visit Canada’s largest Flower Show and Competition, meet Canada’s top gardening 
personalities and shop for the latest gardening products in the Garden Marketplace. Named one of 
North America’s Top 100 Events, Garden Attraction of the Year and Garden Festival of the Year.” 
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Upcoming Events, Continued 
by Gail Murray Smith 

 
Get a Jump on Spring 
February 17th 

Need a day away? 

Need to know spring is just around the corner? 

Need to get excited about the 2018 gardening season? 

Well, then plan to attend the “Get a Jump on Spring” day conference at the Toronto Botanical 
Gardens on Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 777 Lawrence Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario from 
10AM to 4PM. Free admission and free parking. $2 donation is optional for free hourly draws. 

A few of us have attended each year. Me, I have gone every year and thoroughly enjoyed the 
day. It is packed full, with 30+ exhibits, house and garden vendors, 10 free 45-minute 
demonstrations and presentations, a floral design competition and show, winter Botanical garden 
tours, gardening advice from Toronto Master Gardeners, a special discount in the TBG Garden 
shop, a gently used garden book sale café, and a coffee bar. 

The agenda is not posted yet, but other years I have enjoyed learning how to make hyper tufa 
pots, grow garlic, and care for backyard chickens, and I bought the most beautiful vase for $5. 
The tour of the winter snow-covered garden is great, as well. 

What could be more fun for a February day? Get a car load together and we will see you there. 
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