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President’s Report

Hello AGHS members;

I hope you are all enjoying the fruits of your spring la-
bours in your gardens as the sultry days of summer un-
fold. Perhaps you will have some time to sit and enjoy
the view over these warm months.

I wanted to personally thank everyone who had a part
in making our May plant sale such a success. Marjorie
Bare takes on this special project for the Society and has
everything organized so perfectly for the day. In addition Madge Ford and her
helpers spend a day before the sale pricing plants, and then we have Ray Mat-
salla and Mike Hindle to thank for transporting all the plants to the library in
the early hours of the day. To all the rest of you who helped to price, set up,
clean up, bring goodies to sustain the hard workers, sell raffle tickets, promote
the garden tour, provide information on plants and handle cash, your help was
also invaluable. To our members who provide plants for the sale, this is a cru-
cial element to help with our fundraising for the year, and so your contributions
are very much appreciated. The funds we raised will be used throughout the
year for our monthly programs.

Please join me in congratulating our fantastic team of designers who won the
top design award at the District 5 Annual Meeting at the end of April. The tro-
phy has now been engraved and presented to our Society on June 22. Shirley
Binns will be housing this award on our behalf.

On June 26, our garden tour organizing committee provided an exceptional op-
portunity to view gardens lovingly tended by their Aurora owners. We had a

¢~ great turn out again this year, and the committee received many well deserved
" compliments on their organization and choice of gardens. Our beautiful tickets

are a perennial favourite, and coveted by those who purchase them. So to
Lorraine Hill, Judy Ryan, Madge Ford, Gay King, Maureen Mewett, Hilka
Parker, Blanche Fell and Patricia Murray congratulations and our heart felt

nteers who greeted our visitors at the different gardens, thank you as well for
putting such a friendly face on the tour.
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President’'s Report—cont'd

As announced at the May meeting, Lone Pine Press has sent us two copies of their excellent new book
Gardening with Colour by Rob Sproule. We have put one copy in the library and one copy will be part of the
silent auction at our Annual General Meeting in November.

The Society would also like to thank Gay King and her husband Richard, who have been working behind
the scenes to update our website information at www.gardenontario.org. Gay and Richard are stepping
down from this role this month, and their support and marketing help for the Society will be missed.

If there are any members who have skills in website updating, and would be willing to take on this role,
please contact me.

I hope that you have enjoyed our speakers this year so far. We are always looking for suggestions for future
programs. Please provide any Board member with your ideas about what would you like to learn about, or
if you have heard a speaker who you thought others would enjoy.

“In gardens, beauty is a by-

Happy planting, M SW' President product. The main business is sex

and death.”

Ed iTOI"’S NOTe —Sam Llewelyn

Dear fellow members,

Summer, a season most cherished by many living organisms (including myself) came around and the flowers bloomed. | observe
our garden during a hot mid July afternoon and a refreshing site of Black-eyed Susan, Daylilies, Petunias and Jackmanii Clematis
hurl me back to my childhood. Suddenly, on the veranda, with her welcoming arms stretched towards the Heaven like two heliotropic
blossoms of a Sunflower, awaits my grandmother. | eyeball the jam jars filled with wild strawberries arranged neatly in a row in front
of her and | try to summon up the taste... Wild strawberries... With a peaceful, unhurried ease, my inspiration gets stirred, my
memories spun, and all of a sudden | feel rejuvenated and recharged. Once again | am thankful for the enchanting power of flowers.
Their capacity to carry emotion... the potential to convey the human experience.

Let's move forward a half century (truly less a decade) and we are back to present day — a place where one would not expect to be
greeted with containers full of wild berries. What will | greet my grandchildren with? | stand there, in our backyard, trapped in my
undeclared thoughts, my arms hung loose by my body twisting and turning in the beat of the wind. Summer cadence | would like to
call it. Flower cadence. And then it dawns on me — | will welcome them with an unprecedented love for garden flora. | will teach
them patience with Impatiens, love with Passion Flower. | will use Baby Breath to coach them on proper breathing techniques and
Button Poms to help them learn button their shirts. We'll worship Sun with Sunflowers and study the night skies with the Star Gazer
Lily and the Star of Bethlehem. And suddenly | realize that there is a great deal of sowing that | need yet do.

The Arabs used to say that summer came in on the wings of birds. Maybe they were called the Birds of Paradise (mind you mine
hasn't flowered so far — it's the second summer that we have it — though it nurtures titanic leaves extending up and out. Would
anyone know how to bring it to bloom?).

Happy summer, @WWMMW

PS. At the suggestion of our Board of Directors and due to our Annual Show being early in September this newsletter will cover July,
August and September. ‘Till October then.


http://www.gardenontario.org/
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Come out to a meeting Il
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July Meeting: July 27+h, 8:00pm

August Meeting: Aug 24th

Design Theme: “Keep it Simple”
Speaker: Steven Biggs
NO GUFF VEGETABLE GARDENING

“Cousin Chlorophyll” as he’s known to some family
members, Steven Biggs has found a spade and
gardened wherever he’s lived. That love of getting his
hands dirty was a good fit with his horticultural science
degree from the

University of Guelph.

Biggs runs the how-to
gardening website
www.The-Locavores-
Garden.com, along with
an e-zine, Homegrown
in Toronto, where he
gives readers no-
nonsense advice about
growing edibles and
engaging kids in
gardening. As a free-
lance journalist, he
focuses on gardening,
farming, and food, and writes frequently for Country
Guide, Edible Toronto, and Small Farm Canada
magazines.

Floral Design Workshop
7:30—10pm at the Legion

Design shall be a Line Mass with all plant
materials, container and oasis provided by
the instructor. Line materials will be pro-
vided by some of our members to keep the
cost down.

» Bring to class a sharp pair of pruners or
a sharp knife and a box to transport your
design home safely.

An approximate cost for everything should
be around $35.00-$40.00 which is very rea-
sonable. The instructor will choose plant
materials that are in season so that they
will be reasonably priced at the time of pur-
chase.

Shirley Binns will be contacting all of you
that signed up on the sheets to confirm that
you are still committed to participating in
this workshop. If there are many cancella-
tions we may not be able to host the work-
shop and you will be contacted if this hap-
pens.

Any questions? - Please contact Shirley
Binns at 905-841-3108.

September Meeting: Annual Flower Show—September 10

More information on the Annual Flower Show on

the next page.

"“Gardening requires lots of water—most of it

in the form of perspiration.”
- Lou Erickson
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Annual Flower Show—Sept. 10

Held at the Aurora Cultural Centre (next door
to the library) on Saturday, September 10

Centre will open Sat. morning at 8:00 am for set up.
Judging starts at 10:15 a.m.
Open to public from 12:00 noon to 4:00 pm

This beautiful building is a new venue for our society so
| do hope you will consider entering the flower show to
make it a big success.

Volunteers would be greatly appreciated to assist

in setting up the show, greeting and helping the com-
petitors bring in their design materials, getting water for
them and most of all to get them a wake up coffee
and muffin so they have the energy to create their
designs. And yes, we need you to help take down the
show and clean up the rooms after 4:00 pm. We also
have five designers from out of town competing in our
Invitational class.

All volunteers are invited to stay for the Judges Lunch.
We will also need breakfast treats (muffens, loaves,
etc. as well as salads, sandwiches, fruit, squares, etc.
for this lunch. Please contact Cindy, our President, at
905-713-6660 or Scythes.kavchak @sympatico.ca if
you can provide food for the lunch.

Check your yearbooks on pages 54-56 for the schedule
and put as many entries as possible. Please note that
there are 2 additional classes for horticultural, page 54
under Section A: Annuals and Biennials:

9.(A) Planter grown for foliage
(B) Planter grown for bloom

Calling all designers: check out page 56, Class 43—
”The Gentleman’s Bouquet”. The Mayor or someone

from the Town Council will be judging this class so let’s

make it a BIG ONE!!!

Sincerely, Shirley Binns. Please contact me should you
have any questions regarding the flower show or if you
would like to volunteer. 905-841-3108 or
Shirley-binns@bell.net.
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From Garden to Table

SUMMER BERRY CAKE

Ingredients:

- 2 eggs

- 1 cup sugar

- 3/4 cups oil

- 1 cup flour

- 1/2 tsp baking powder

- 1-2 cups berries (I always put 2 cups of berries—
whichever kind I have—because I like it fruity)

- 1 package of glaze mix for fresh fruit

Separate egg yolks and egg whites. Beat egg yolks
and sugar until fluffy. Beat egg whites separately.
Combine the two mixtures. Fold in flour, baking
powder and oil. Mix everything and stir until
smooth. Throw in berries. (leave some for decora-
tion). Bake in a loaf pan at 350°F or until a tooth-
pick comes out clean. Let it cool. Place on a serving
dish and pour the already prepared glaze over the

cake. Decorate with fresh berries.

aBon. appétit.
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Out & About Events for Gardeners

July 27, 8 pm “Take thy plastic spade,
AGHS July Meeting and Flower Show It is thy pencil:

take thy seeds, thy plants,
Aurora Royal Canadian Legion They are thy colours.”

- William Mason

Thursday Evenings up until August 18, 7-8:30 pm

Toward a New Garden—Planting Vegetables
Among The Flowers by Charlie Dobbin

The Edwards Summer Music Series -

Experience music and dance from across the artistic spectrum set

within the beautiful gardens of the Toronto Botanical Garden. Sunflower Family: lettuces, chicories, calendulas, arti-
. hok i igol

Toronto Botanical Gardens chokes, endives, marigolds, tarragon

July 28—Funkabelly in the Garden Flowers: violas with early lettuces; larkspur, poppies,

forget-me-not, sunflowers with artichokes

A 4— .
ugust 4—Samba Squad Cucumber or Gourd Family: melons, winter/summer

August 11—Jane Bunnett—Cuban Rhapsody squash, cucumbers, pumpkins,
August 18—Nagata Shachu Flowers: nasturtiums with sprawling squash; morning
Free Admission, Free Parking glories on trellis with sprawling squash

Nightshade Family: peppers, eggplants, potatoes

August 14, 1 pm Flowers: marigolds, zinnias

Annual Iris Sale

Royal Bottanical Gardens (680 Plains Rd. West,
Burlington )

For more info contact Ed Jowett at 905-936-9941 or
jowettfarm@copper.net

Goosefoot Family: beets, chard, spinach
Flowers: violas, pansies
Mint Family: basil, mints, oregano, rosemary, thyme

Flowers: lavender with oregano, rosemary, sages,
thymes; cherry tomatoes with basil and mints

August 24, 7:30—10 pm Lily Family: onions, garlic, asparagus, chives, leeks
AGHS Floral Design Workshop Flowers: ornamental alliums
Aurora Royal Canadian Legion Mustard Family: arugula, broccoli, cabbages, cauli-

. . flower, collards, kale, kohlrabi, radishes, turnips
By registration only

To register contact Shirley Binns at 905-841-3108 in the
evenings only.

Flowers: ornamental kale, cool weather bloomers like
pansies for broccoli; hot weather bloomers like zinnia
for collards

August 27 Parsley Family: carrots, celery, cilantro, dill, fennel,

arsley, parsnips
Greenbelt Harvest Picnic P ¥.P P

Flowers: cosmos

Christie Lake (Dundas)

. . Pea Family: beans, peanuts, peas,
Music, local farmers market, fresh local organic produce,
artisans, swimming, trout fishing, horticultural work- Flowers: snapdragons and sweet peas
shops. Music by Daniel Lanois, Ray Lamontagne, Gord Fruits: grapes, strawberries, raspberries

Downie, and the Country of Miracles, Emmylou Harris ) ) ) L
& Friends, Rocco DeLuca, Serena Pryne, and the Man- Flowers: consider tiny spring bulbs for strawberries like
devilles. Website snowdrops or species tulips



http://www.harvestpicnic.ca/
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Time to Stop an Invader by richard rix

You may not know it, but if you live in the GTA, you are looking in the teeth of an environmental calamity. We are being overrun
by an invasive plant the likes of which we have never seen before.

Swallowwort, also known as Dog-Strangling Vine (DSV), has in just a few years destroyed many natural areas in the GTA by colo-
nizing them and forming an impenetrable mass where virtually nothing can co-exist except trees and large shrubs.

DSV is a European native that thrives virtually anywhere, sun or shade. Its shiny green leaves grow to 12 cm long and its pods are
straight and thin. The plant turns yellow in fall, when the pods split open and release their seeds. They float away on filament-like
hairs like those of its cousin, the common milkweed. The similarity of DSV to milkweed endangers the monarch and possibly other
butterflies, for they mistakenly lay their eggs on it. The larvae cannot eat the plant and so die.

DSV can grow to about three meters tall. In open fields, a tangled mass of it grows upon itself and rapidly advances on all fronts. Its
stems are like thick-gauge wire. A small dog or other animal could easily get tangled in it and choke trying to break free, which is
likely where the name derives.

Make no mistake; every square meter of the most fertile parts of our countryside is threatened by this plant. We have already lost

anemones and gentian alongside the West Don; wild orchids are gone from the grounds near Glendon College; and patches of hum-

bl e buttercups, | ady’s slipper and wild daisies ares di sappe
including the monarch butterfly, is a real possibility.

We need to take action before it begins to affect property values. Begin in your own garden. If you spot the plant, dig it out before
the seed pods r i pe-nleae thajob thenudicipdity onlpum thdm. Tryhteerestrict digging activity in fall,
when DSV seeds are floating around. They have more chance to germinate in broken ground.

If you have a well-established colony of DSV, dig out as much of the root system as you can. If the root system has become en-
meshed with those of larger plants, just control it as best you can by cutting it back and not letting it run to seed.

On a broader scale, we need to lobby municipalities to reallocate part of their budget to tackling DSV. Wild areas in parks and com-
mon lands create a favourable habitat for the vine. Grass should no longer be viewed with contempt, for it at least provides the
equivalent of a firebreak to DSV.

Where DSV is already beyond control and ineradicable, the best we can hope is to hold it in check. Active volunteer groups need to
monitor the progress of DSV, perhaps even map it and deal with reported outbreaks where feasible. A few people are already
watching over certain public spaces and rights-of-way, to try and keep them free of DSV.

What' s needed i s many mor eterd. Wemus dod mod. Agy futther detay wtillfeedntd the teeas- a | o n g
tation of our environment and the | oss of our natiuleftanl tr eas
our ravines, meadows, parklands and woodlands.

-
-~
w,

“Gardeniong is about enjoying the smell of
things growing in the soil, getting dirty
without feeling guilty, and generally taking

time to soak up a little peace and
serenity.”
- Lindley Karstens
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Aurora Farmers' Market

The Aurora Farmers' Market and Artisan Fair features local vendors selling
produce, meat products, plants, homemade baking and preserves, crafts
and more! The Market is open every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00

p.m. from May through to October, and is located at Town Park, on Wells
Street between Mosley Street and Metcalfe Street.

Enjoy the Market's fresh foods, music and crafts. Plus, we offer free
Special Activities on an ongoing basis. There is lots of fun for all!

For more information on the Aurora Farmers' Market and Artisan Fair or

to become a vendor, please contact André Flys at 416-807-2253 or by
email to andre@pioneerbrand.ca or andreflys@sympatico.ca.

YOuThCOr‘ner‘ Flo|y clc oflplalulr|t|ale]ls]|v]s|n|rR]E|S]|O
&?" Gluli|~n|L]|r]|O ofr[e|N]olL|o|Mm]L]t|T|1]E]1]|S]|!
Directions: Find the FIw|N|[rR|P|Aa|lA|TI|N]E|R|O|T|F|lO|H|I|A]|O]E|I|A]O|N]U
words in the puzzle. olo|r|rlu|n|r]|s|Elz|c|p|uleli]|c|w|c|c]|T|lu|1|M]T]A
The words can be found x|{r|x|c|L|e|e|L|Nn|Mm[Mm[w|T|U[L|1|P|[O|[K|R|[T[A|E[A]A
either up & down, side-to-side,
. Glrlulalolo|clolp|lulr|N]1]lk|U|N]|D]|I|E|L|L]|V]S|E]Y
diagonal, spelled forward or
backward. L|ls|s|a|x|o|lw]a|Dp|o|w|[N]L]I|S|z]c|a]|V]I|O|R|O|R]|A
olo|r]olM|1|Y|E]|D|I|[E|L]1]|T|Oo|Y]L]|M|K|Y|1]1]|R]|B]|R
Aster
Begonia vieler|rL]ols|s|alrIn|alti]|rR]s|T|D|E]|s|T|M]V]|Aa]|Y]|Aa]lRr
Celosia Ehlox Ele|le|ali|e|lelc|T|c|lelc]i]L]Dp|E]lO|N]|O]|S|T|AlA]lzZ]O
(0)
Cleome Rppy UlrR|I|1]1]s|E|s]|z|c|lE|lY]|T|M|P|lAa|lM|A|L|L|O|W|Y|G]|W
. 0S¢e
Columbine alclolslelr|i|alolMm|el1i]x]olv]|elelr|ulelY|T|alN]|1
Cosmos
Dahli Rosemoss plo|s|i]lo|lc|lalole|lo|lo|F|P|lE|lc|Oo]o|D|R|M|E|H]|S]|S]|O
ahlia .
Dais Salvia Riv|e]rIn|olclie]zlclo]p|n]i|r|R]C|RIN|F|A]T|N]|T]|W
y Sedum
Snandragon Tlor(Mm|e]|Y|ols|ti|cle]ly|lalT]e]p|i|alalr]T|Nn|alalc]s
na
Foxglswe bdrag ola|s|n|els|n|Mm|ulr|B|alM]o|laly|s|a|s|alc]|L|s]1]s
Geranium Statice
. alwlo|n|eE|N|Oo|1]clofT|o]lo|w|lo|l1i]alo|P|L]|E|T]|T]|O]|N
Irls StOCk
Ivy Sunﬂower VIE|JT|]CJTIN|JO|IP|F]S|W|X]JT|JV|IRJA]JL|IN|JCJA|IN]|L]JUJ]JC|O
Lily Torenia pinlalalc|v]|c|m|T|1]|olpr]|s|i]|s|n]v]aloln|1]|E|R]U|A
Lobelia Tulip wlv|y|Blelglo|n]1i]a|lL|N|ula|lule|lr]s|DlalB|L]|T]Y]V
Mallow Vinca vlir|ul1|n]|1]s|clo|lulc|i|r]|c|E|[R]A[N]I|U|M[R]I|G]|I
Marigold Violet vl elal|s|v|c|m|p|i|e|e|lu|L]z|alc|c]|c]s|i|u|r|u|1]|N
Nasturtium Yarrow plTli|r|L|N|O|F[Vv]IWw]|P|E|N]Ss|T|E|M|O|N]T|L]A|M]|C]|C
Penstemon Yucca
et v|{sli|alp|t|s|y|r]e|i|z|n]|L|Nn[rR]|K|P|L|A|O|E]S]S]|A
Peony Zinnia
Elalr|Y|D]|L|M tls]i|v]y|nlalalv|i|r]yY|lc|lc|1]E]S



http://www.town.aurora.on.ca/aurora/index.aspx?ArticleID=2094&lang=en-CA
mailto:andre@pioneerbrand.ca
mailto:andreflys@sympatico.ca

Photographs

Garden Pre-Tour

Mary-Ann
Vercammen’s entry

For contributions and comments e-mail:
branislavam2001@yahoo.com




