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District 2

District Director: Helen Halpenny  

District 2 of the Ontario Horticultural Association is composed of 19 active societies within the counties of Grenville, Lanark and Renfrew, and the region of Ottawa-Carleton. With our district spanning 3 hardiness

zones and rural and urban settings, we have diverse gardens. The GREAT ICE STORM created much devastation in our gardens in January. It was an exceedingly depressing scene to view battered and broken trees and shrubs. Electricity was out for up to two weeks in some areas so many houseplants perished. But our wonderful horticulture friends in other parts of the province carne to our aid with replacement plants and donations of money to compensate our losses. We send a big THANK YOU to OHA members across the province.

In spite of the distance we must travel, district events such as the annual general meeting are well attended. 

Almonte hosted our AGM. There were two excellent speakers, a market area of horticulture-related items, and a business meeting. Doreen Bell from Stittsville-Goulbourn Society was the winner of the District Service Award. Carleton Place hosted our annual Judges' Up-date. Kemptville Society is to be congratulated for their efforts in hosting the District flower and Vegetable Sow in August. Our District promoted our societies and the OHA at the Flower and Garden Show in Ottawa and at the Herb Festival.

An exchange of yearbooks, and a district Calendar of Events foster attendance at each others plant sales and garden tours. Fall and Spring Advisory Meetings, and a Winter and Summer Newsletter help knit us together as a district.

ALMONTE & DISTRICT

floral emblem - Madonna Lily

Five crab apple trees were planted in Peace Park to replace two shade trees destroyed by the ice storm. Our

THANKS goes to the Arnherstburg Hort Soc and the Acton Hort Soc for their financial assistance. Other public plantings include the cenotaph, post office, planters on main street, and formal garden at our library. Our on-going project at the library continues. This year we added perennials to the nine beds. Benches and a sundial were donated as an in memoriam. Our 101 members enjoyed speakers with diverse horticultural topics. 160 youth members in our schools were given seeds and journals. Demos in plant culture were offered in April, May and June. Our spring flower show was held in conjunction with the artists' association "ART IN THE GARDEN" exhibition over a weekend at the Old Town Hall. This joint venture worked very well. The public who dune to see the art also saw our show, and vice versa. Our pot-luck super and slide show in November is always popular. It was made more memorable this year when the lights went out during a high wind storm and we finished our meal by candlelight, from necessity.

BEACHBURG

floral emblem - Rose

Fifty-two dedicated gardens keep busy making their community more beautiful and encouraging others to have an interest in horticulture. Each month, the program includes two competitions. Four flower shows show off our best blooms. The June and September shows also have a Tea as a fund raiser. The Ross Township Historical Society organized a garden tour for our annual "outing". At the awards night in February, Margaret Matheson was presented with a life membership. A memorial tree was planted for a charter member.

CARLETON PLACE 

floral emblem - Iris

We celebrated our 10th anniversary! To commemorate the event we had a barbeque at Channer's Herb Farm, presented 10 year pins to founding members, and several of our members opened their gardens for our 94 members to visit. Our society donated funds to schools for non consumable garden items and a bursary is given to a high school student. We are very active in community beautification. We filled and maintained Carleton Place main street planters. A Floral Flag was designed and planted at the edge of town (Hwy 15 & 7). As a Millennium project we planted a new bed in Memorial Park with 80 peonies which were donated by members. This bed should be in full bloom in 2000. We also had members on the committee of Carleton Place in Bloom;

DEEP RIVER

floral emblem - Columbine

Deep River residents have a lively interest in gardening. It shows in their 712 membership. They are very involved in town beautification. Members plant and maintain two "Welcome to Deep River" signs, 14 garden beds at the Deep River Memorial Hospital, 4 flower beds at the North Renfrew Long Tenn Care Center, raised beds at St. Mary's Home, gardens at Mountain View Crescent, provide and plant 56 hanging baskets and 20 planters in downtown area - watered by town staff throughout the summer (total of 76). In July they had a home garden tour. During Earth Week, students were given in class instruction.

EGANVILLE

floral emblem - Daisy

The 64 members of Eganville are busy making their village attractive and colorful with planters and beds of flowers and trees. In 1998 Eganville was entered in the Communities in Bloom contest. A garden tour in July was enjoyed by members. Fund raisers included a bazaar, plant sale a harvest auction and a craft table at the Christmas meeting. A red maple tree was planted in Centennial Park in memory of Nettie Reinke.

GLOUCESTER

floral emblem -iris

Gloucester Society's 1 06 members remember the elderly with bouquets of flowers donated monthly to the four nursing homes in the township. A plant sale and strawberry social raised money for projects, such as a donation of bulbs to the Top Generation Hall where the society meetings are held, and to a historical site, "Mineral Springs" in Calsbad Springs... A tour of members' gardens was well attended. Plans are underway for the year 2000 when we will also celebrate our 75th anniversary.

KANATA – MARCH

floral emblem - Evening Primrose

102 residents of this fast growing area belong to the Kanata-March Society which takes care of the Molly Wilson Memorial Garden, and Tom Thompson Park. Fund raising continued for the commemorative garden and heritage pavilion. The society meets at the Old Town Hall and plants and maintains window boxes there. A garden tour is organized each year, showing off some of the wonderful area gardens. An evening tour gave a unique opportunity to visit gardens featuring "night lighting".

KEMPTVILLE

floral emblem - Gladiolus

Kemptville ably hosted the District 2 Flower and Vegetable Show in 1998. It was a lot of organization but everyone contributed to its success. The juniors outdid themselves with their imaginative, beautiful and numerous entries. To everyone's relief, the weather co-operated, making the garden tours more pleasurable. Due to the recent amalgamation, the society expanded public plantings to include the South Gower Library which greeted its visitors with a colourful show of blooms. Beds and barrels are planted in Oxford Mills and Kemptville. Many of our 148 members attended our smorgasborg in October. The 34 youth members are very active. On Earth Day, a drawing competition was held for Brownies and Girl Guides. Some members enjoyed a tour to Canada Blooms in March.

MADAWASKA VALLEY

Floral emblem-Lily-of-the-Valley

114 stalwart gardeners belong to the Madawaska Society. In an area where gardening is a challenge they slowly increase their community plantings over the years. Twenty planters and barrels were filled with annuals in the Barry's Bay and Combermere area. Perennial borders at St Francis Hospital and at other locations were kept weeded and plants that had not weathered the winter were replaced. Members assisted in a major landscaping project at the Tourist Information Centre in a restored railway station in Barry's Bay. A garden tour in July was very successful. A beautiful sunny day made it a pleasure to drive through the countryside to visit eight unique gardens. A high-lite was a bus tour to The Herb Garden near Almonte, and Bedrock Gardens in Dunrobin. In October, Turid Forsyth, author and photographer, wowed members with an instructive talk on fitting the cultivated garden into the surrounding natural landscape.

MANOTICK

floral emblem - Stella d'Oro Daylily

The ninety members of Manotick society gleaned much gardening information from an array of excellent speakers. At one meeting, master gardener Lee Boltwood spoke about the care of trees following the ice storm. Alison Whitlock presented a talk on planning a perennial bed. The society planted an ash tree and rosebush to honour present and past members, and donated several gardening books to the local public library. The downtown area was enhanced by flower beds and flower baskets. Garden tours were held in July and August.

NEPEAN

floral emblem - Potentilla

The City of Nepean has earned a national reputation for green leadership. The city has a deep commitment to preserving and rebuilding its natural environment. Enriched by such commitment, Nepean coordinates a

constellation of environmental projects, ranging from the umbrella "Greening Our City", to Communities In Bloom. The Nepean Horticultural Society, in partnership with the city, have a number of projects that support and strengthen each other. A perennial bed is maintained at the Nepean Lawn Bowl and the first-ever Communities in Bloom for Nepean was begun in 1998. The Society also placed their bench for the tropical greenhouse at the central Experimental Farm. Fund-raising is an important element for our Society. The annual May plant auction was a huge success. Our members supported this major effort with quality plants and other items for sale. It was indeed a great evening to introduce new members to our circle. Our usual shows, throughout the season, had great participation. There was a House Plant Show, Spring Bulb Show, and Fall Harvest Show, as well as the District 2 Summer Show. The year concluded with an awards banquet where all the hard work paid off as the members walked away with numerous and well deserved prizes.

OTTAWA

floral emblem - Staghorn Sumac

The 215 members of this society, which dates back more than 100 years, were treated to the presentations on a variety of horticultural topics, including plants for shady gardens, native orchids, unusual plants for containers, heaths and heathers, dried flower arrangements, building a community garden, fundamentals of showing and judging, and a most informative talk by Canada's clematis expert, Andre Poliquin. A six-garden tour was held in July. All six gardens were in the west end of the city but were all quit different, ranging from a delightful butterfly garden to the one with multiple decks and container plants by the Ottawa River. We had a picnic at the Britannia Community garden where we were met by one of the garden's volunteers. The pleasure and enthusiasm with which all the gardeners introduced our members to their gardens was inspiring. Our 'outing' was a day trip to the Purdon Conservation Area to see Showy Lady Slippers, a picnic by the stream at the Mill of Kintail, and a visit to Whitehouse Perennials near Almonte. An early spring forced us to bring both the Spring Bulb and the Peony and Iris Shows forward two weeks. For the second consecutive year, the Nepean and Ottawa Societies joined forces to put on the spring Bulb Show. The Peony and Iris Show, always one of the most popular shows, was further enhanced this year with fresh strawberries and shortcake served by the members. . The Ottawa School of art invited us to have a display at their fund raising "Art of Gardening Show" at the Glebe Community Centre at the end of March. The society was well represented by the members who were on hand to give out information to many interested people and some recruitments were made. Once again, Marilyn Light did a fine job of getting top dollar for every plant at the Annual Auction in May, and $600 was raised. One other fund raising event was a mushroom compost sale. Under the able leadership of Joe Bryant, an ad hoc committee of the Board worked on a new constitution. It was presented to the membership and ratified at the annual meeting. We donated $200 for new plantings in the scented border of the ornamental gardens at the Experimental Farm.

PAKENHAM

floral emblem- Pansy

Once again the main street in the Village of Pakenham was enhanced by twenty-two barrels planted with flowers. Volunteers from our 89 member society, also planted and maintained several flower beds at two parks and the arena. Window boxes were also planted at the bank and the library. The club had thirty-six enthusiastic youth members. Louise Larabie spends a lot of time with the junior gardeners. Each junior member has a garden book which may be added to each year. All thirty-six gardens were judged in July and pictures taken of each garden. Each member received a coloured certificate at the awards night. Our society members raise money with a plant sale in the spring and have a silver collection at 'tea-time' each meeting. We had three garden tours-local gardens, Quebec gardens and Kemptville area gardens the day of the district flower show. Members learned about gardening from several interesting speakers and slide presentations. A pot-luck picnic was held in July and three flower shows were held during 1998.

PEMBROKE

floral emblem - Pansy

Pembroke's 146 members were involved in several successful projects. The society made a request for china cups and saucers for it's annual Tea and other functions. Members came through donating 92. Storage space was offered by a local church. Two memorial trees were planted. Trips to the Tulip Festival, Byward Market, and Experimental Farm, to Canada Blooms, and to Stratford festival, market and farm tours at St. Jacob's and an excursion by train to Waterloo were enjoyed. Community beautification projects continue at Pansy Park, Riverside Park and Various locations in the city. A successful flower show at the East End Mall and mini competitions at meetings showed off our best blooms. A "general Store" was available at several meetings. This is a popular fund raising project with members donating and purchasing a wide variety of items. The Junior Gardeners held an award night. Some of the top awards in District 2, were won by enthusiastic participants in this rewarding program. Special thanks to Etlel Kuehl and Ivy Levoy who led the Juniors for over a decade. Dedicated society members were honoured with life memberships, a service award and a Trillium award.

PERTH & DISTRICT

floral emblem – Showy Lady's Slipper

In an enthusiastic membership drive Perth boosted their roster to 224 members. Members are kept busy with their regular planting and maintenance in their community gardens. There is a Junior program in three elementary schools. Our society was fortunate to be on the receiving end of the generosity of Southern Ontario societies who kindly donated funds to help our community replace trees lost during the ice storm 1998. These new trees were planted in our local town park. Local tree experts held a special symposium to help people deal with ice storm damage.

PETAWAWA

floral emblem - Foxglove

Under capable leadership Petawawa society has grown in a few short years to 151 members. They are very active in i their community, planting and maintaining flower beds on Civic Centre grounds, the Legion Cenotaph, Senior's residence and in the centre of town. A Junior program introduces youth to the wonderful world of gardening

RENFREW & AREA

floral emblem - Thistle

92 members were treated to a wide variety of horticultural topics at monthly meetings-plant photography, African Violets, plug seeding, pesticides & spraying, shade gardening, horticultural judging, pruning shrubs and herbs. Renfrew society can boast that they have the 'BEST YEARBOOK IN THE PROVINCE', and regularly publish a very informative newsletter called "The Thistle". Their "Project 2000" continues -"that of making Renfrew the "CROCUS CAPITAL" by planting hundreds of crocus around the town.
.

STITTSVILLE-GOULBOURN

floral emblem - Lily-of-the- Valley

56 members and 20 junior members make up the Stittsville-Goulbourn society. Financial assistance was received from the Winona Horticultural Society and district 16, to assist members with replacement of houseplants lost in the infamous Ice Storm. Their generous contributions and thoughtfulness are much appreciated. What would June be without a Strawberry Social? Ours was well attended by members and the evening was spent enjoying delicious strawberries adorned with cream and other delectable toppings. Glorious weather helped make the July garden tour another success. Various beautiful gardens, including Japanese and water gardens were viewed by over 100 visitors. Signs were added this year which assisted in locating the gardens on tour. Thanks to the untiring efforts of our junior leader, membership is increasing. Their shows are held concurrently with our society shows and their number of exhibits grows each year, a very encouraging trend.

WEST CARLETON

floral emblem - Columbine

West Carleton has grown to 169 members. In this bustling growth area there are enthusiastic gardeners who meet at the Carp Memorial Hall to share horticultural knowledge and hear diverse speakers in July six local gardens were toured by members. In July, a bus took keen gardeners to Hudson Quebec and a third trip members went to Waba to see Old Growth Forest. The annual plant sale in May at the Farmer's market was a good success.
..
