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District 2

District Director: Donna Christie

The members of the nineteen Societies of District 2, both personally and by means of their joint efforts, continue to improve the quality and beauty of their homes and communities through horticulture. Education, community projects, trips and tours, shows and sales, speakers, workshops, lending libraries, bulk orders, trading posts, auctions, resource lists, shared ideas and expertise are among the many advantages to belonging to a Horticultural Society. The varied activities of each Society are listed on the following pages The Societies maintain a cohesiveness within the District by participating in an Annual Flower and Vegetable Show, an Annual General Meeting, the Annual Provincial Convention and two District Advisory Council Meetings. These provide the forums for the sharing of ideas, exchange of informa­tion, publicizing of events, fostering of communication and connection with fellow gardeners.

ALMONTE AND DISTRICT

The lovely town of Almonte continues to be further beautified each year by the Horticultural Society which has been in existence since 1921. Six flower beds were maintained with 1100 bulbs and 8 trees planted. The membership of 100 includes 4 Judges and the Junior Gardener Program consists of 50 youth members. In addition to their usual complement of flower shows, plant sale and guest speakers, a Garden Tour was held in July to two gardens in the Merrickville area.

BEACHBURG

The 50 members of the Beachburg Society (including 3 Life Members) have maintained 2 public flower beds, held 2 plant sales (in Spring and in Fall), and held a flower show and tea in June as well as a July flower show at the Beachburg Fair.

CARLETON PLACE

Twenty-four flower beds were planted and maintained by this active Society whose member­ship has remained at 114 adults (including 3 Judges) and 15-20 youth members. The acclaimed Victoria School Museum Garden continues to be the main project of the Society. This year 200 bulbs and 1 tree were planted. The wrought iron gate and stone pillars of the garden, installed two years ago, were augmented this year with the addition of a wrought iron fence and a split rail fence on one section. The youth were involved in this program and in planting at the Library and the James' Park Gardens. Fundraising events included a special guest speaker, a barbecue, a garden tour and garden party, an annual plant sale and a bus tour to Ottawa Citizen Contest Winning Gardens.

DEEP RIVER

This huge and active Society is exemplary in the standard of excellence it maintains. The thriving youth group of 143 is proud of winning 1st prize for its Yearbook at the 1993 convention as well as winning the Nother's Award. The adult Yearbook placed 2nd in Ontario. The adult membership is 790 (2 Judges) with over 300 volunteering in the many and varied projects such as the 25 flower beds planted and maintained and refurbished by the Society, 90 containers and baskets, 68 community garden plots in 4 locations, a tool loan service of over 100 tools of 15 types, a door-to-door membership drive, bulk orders, open garden tours and an annual flower and vegetable show. This year 8 trees and 100 bulbs were planted. The main Community Service Project is a therapeutic gardening project at the Deep River and District Hospital & at St. Mary's Home for Seniors. Plans are under way to begin one at the new Long Tenn Care Centre. A major accomplishment this year was the transformation of the Mackenzie High School Quadrangle from a barren space to a comfortable and attractive lunch area with shrubs, picnic tables, refuse containers, trees and flower beds. Society members worked with students and a teacher to plan and execute this project. A more thorough 30 page report is available from the president detailing the multi-faceted aspects, projects and activities of this active Society.

EGANVILLE

The entire O.H.A. District 2 was treated by this hosting Society to a well organized and interesting Annual General Meeting. The 79 members, including 1 Life Member and 2 Judges, have successfully planted and maintained 9 flower beds with 100 bulbs planted and 46 containers/baskets. A Bazaar and Plant Sale was held in May, a Garden Tour in June, a Flower and Vegetable Show in August and a Harvest Auction in October. Seeds were issued to Grade students. A lending Library of gardening books was ongoing and many interesting speakers enhanced the regular meetings. A Life Membership, a Horticultural Service Certificate and a bursary to the top Grade 11 student in Environ­mental Studies at Opeongo High School were awarded.

GLOUCESTER

Active in Community Service Projects, the Gloucester Horticultural Society provides flowers for their Mayor's functions, Citizens Awards Night for the City of Gloucester, 2 civic banquets, and 6 Senior Citizen Homes. The membership of 113 (including 5 Life Members) were entitled to enjoy a May Plant Auction, a July Garden Tour, a Dessert Party, a member's wedding, Agrifest and a Flower Show.

KANATA-MARCH

The Molly Wilson Memorial Garden and 2 Spring Plant Sales are sited as the Community Projects of this 172 member Society with 1 Life Member and 93 Youth Members. Their Newsletter placed first at the O.H.A. Competition in Chatham. Three garden tours were held as well as two flower shows, many interesting guest speakers and an active photography committee. Efforts to include more children in the club's activities were pursued and an annual plant swap was held. This year the Society has chosen to award a $200.00 Bursary to a student who demonstrates an interest in pursuing horticulture in a post secondary institution.

KEMPTVILLE

With over 200 adult and 111 junior members, this busy Society lists a Heritage Week Tea, Heritage Day Display, Annual Garage Sale, Hey Day, Canada Day Celebrations, Kinsman Fair and public plantings as their projects. Ten flower beds and 31 containers were planted and maintained and 1 tree was planted. As well as regular monthly meetings they held three flower shows and a plant sale. The active junior group had speakers visit all interested schools, seeds were distributed and over 90 gardens were judged. They held a pool party and a Junior Flower and Vegetable Show. The District's Best Family Garden and Best in age 9-13 Group were won by Kemptville Society Members.

MADAWASKA VALLEY

The 66 members of this Society (including 1 Judge) held a plant and garage sale, a July Garden Tour, a Flower and Vegetable Show, a bulk bulb order, a sale of mushroom compost and a plant auction. Thirteen containers/baskets and 2 flower beds were planted and maintained. A bursary program has been started for students of the local high school pursuing post-secondary studies in Horticulture or a related field. The Society also assisted the Madawaska Valley Association for Community Living with landscape planning for several residences in Barry's Bay and will help with the planting in this upcoming year.

MANOTICK

The beautification of Manotick continues through the efforts of the 92 members of the Horticultural Society who planted over 100 trees and 100 bulbs, 18 containers/baskets and who planted and maintained 5 flower beds. A herb garden was maintained and assistance was given to the landscaping at the Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind Training Centre. The Society hosted an Elderhostel Group and held a pruning clinic. Five flower/plant competitions were held as well as three plant sales, a photo competition and 2 pot luck dinners. Plans are under way to celebrate next year's 65th Anniversary by hosting the District 2 Flower and Vegetable Show.

NEPEAN

An "Opportunity Table" at regular meetings, a mushroom compost sale and a plant auction are cited as special projects of this Society which consists of 147 members with 9 Life Members and 20 Youth Members. Telci and Reeser House are community service projects. One flower bed was planted, 3 were maintained, 50 bulbs were planted and 7 trees. The Youth Group planted flower boxes at the Nepean Museum, ran a Pumpkin Challenge, exhibited at malls, regular meetings and the District Show and conducted a nature walk. The Society works also to encourage commercial beautification and describes itself as a "Hotbed for new ideas".

OTTAWA

Community service projects of this Society of 363 strong include Hortitherapy at the Rehab Centre (running a decade) and Abbotsford House for Seniors (running 2 decades), ongoing work in the Garden for the Blind and renovat­ing the evergreen plantings at the entrance to the Addiction Rehabilitation Centre, St. Patrick's Home Greenhouse, Regina Public School courtyard restoration and hands-on gardening technique education/bulb project, the Traffic Island naturalization experimental project and acting as liaison with the Urban Forest Committee. Members have enjoyed field trips to the RBG in Hamilton and the W.A.F.A. Show in Toronto as well as to a bush and wetland and a wildflower garden. The Society sponsored 6 flower shows, a plant auction and a flower arranging demonstration and workshop.

PAKENHAM

A project this year for the Pakenham Society was to hold a contest for private and business properties to encourage beautification. Two trees and 26 containerslbaskets were planted and 7 flower beds were planted and main­tained by volunteers from the membership of 101 adults (including 3 Judges) and 64 youth members. They held a plant sale, a garden tour, a picnic and participated in the Fall Fair. Flower arrangements were provided for the Arnprior House Tours. The Juniors held a fall Flower and Vegetable show and did composting. In the District Competition, Pakenham was 1st in A group, 1st in C group and 3rd in B group. They also had the top overall garden for District 2.

PEMBROKE

A large membership of 208 adult (including 5 Judges) and 115 junior members help to improve their community by planting 7 flower beds and maintaining 10. Three containers l baskets, 100 bulbs and 51 trees were planted this year. Members also enjoyed a 1/2 price tree sale, two swap nights, a tour to the Philadelphia Flower Show and a Junior Garden Contest. The Society held a banquet and a Spring Tea and Flower Show as well as an August flower show. A special ongoing project of the Society is a Commemorative Tree site in Riverside Park whereby members of the public may purchase and dedicate a tree which will be planted by the Society and maintained for ten years and the tree will bear a plaque indicating to whom it is dedicated.

PERTH & DISTRICT

Projects of this Society of 146 adult members (including 1 Judge and 8 Life Members) include Christmas plants for shut ins, spring and fall plant and bake sales and planting and maintaining 5 flower beds (8 trees and 50 bulbs were planted) as well as manning a booth for 4 days at the Perth Fair. A special project this year was to build a sturdy but easy-to-assemble and take-down booth for use at the fair and other functions. There are 22 Junior Gardener members of the Perth and District Society.

PRESCOTT & DISTRICT

A plant auction, a June and August Flower Show and a tour of Morrisburg Gardens were some of the events enjoyed by the 57 members of this Society. One tree and one flower bed was planted by this Society.

RENFREW AREA

Members visited local schools during Heritage Week to talk to the students and a Sunflower Contest for youths was held in September as initial steps towards establishing a youth program to augment the current membership of 124 adults. Two containers and eight flower beds were planted and maintained including a very large garden at the tourist information booth. A bulk bulb order was done and there were two plant sales and two flower shows. A booth was manned at the Renfrew Home Show and this Society hosted the District 2 Flower and Vegetable Show and did a wonderful job of hosting this event which had many entries. The Society's June Flower Show was televised by cable T. V. The members were treated to two workshops and 10 speakers over the course of the year. Trips were made to Ottawa and then Quebec for a train trip to view fall colours and also a trip was made to Niagara and Richter's Herb Garden. A "Tree of Lights" donation was made to the Hospital.

STITTSVILLE-GOULBOURN

The 22 youth members of this active Society participate in special categories in the flower shows and enjoyed the creation of a Youth Newsletter this year. The membership of 82 adults includes 1 Judge and 4 Life Members. A spring plant sale and a banquet awards night were held in addition to the regular complement of speakers.

WEST CARLETON

This newest Society within our District maintained a membership of 214 who worked to improve their community by planting 1 tree and 8 dozen bulbs and by designing a flower bed for the Township Offices. Flower arrangements were donated for a Memorial Service for a well-known resident and former board member and floral donations were also provided for the Grand Opening of the Township Offices. Books are adopted for the local Library and plantings were done at the Senior Citizens' Residence. The club sponsored classes and manned a booth at the Carp Fair, manned a booth at CBC's Garden Fair, and sponsored a Business Gardens Competition to encourage community beautification. A Junior Gardener Program is in the developing stages with hats and seeds being sold to young interested gardeners. A tour, plant sale and plant swap were held in addition to bulk bulb and book orders, discount orders at the local Co-op, a wine and cheese and monthly speakers. This is a friendly and fun group whose presence and enjoyment are at the heart of their community.
