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NEWS UPDATE

KANATA-MARCH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

This year the Kanata-March Horticultural Society is celebrating twenty-one years of assisting our area to be a more beautiful place. Members have helped in both public and private areas, with suggestions for planting, the sale of plants from their own oversuccessful gardens, and the actual digging, weeding, planting, labelling and caring for various areas.

The founding members of the club were Molly Wilson, Evelyn Ballantyne, Myrna McNamara, Louise Reynolds, Rita Lawn and Luella Shank. By March, 1970, there were 80 members. At that time, "Old Kanata" looked about as barren as some new, raw developments and yet, in twenty short years, the older areas look like they always had those big trees and mature shrubs.

In 1971 a presentation was made to William Teron in recognition of the award winning planned concept for Kanata to include open spaces, trees and walkways. Also in that year the club began the landscaping of Tom Thompson Park, which was eventually given over to the city for their care in 1986. The trees in Alice Wilson Woods were labelled by members in 1971, also. The following year was the start of probably the most effective project for area beautification that the Society does...it was the first Mayfair Plant Sale.

In 1972 the KMHS won Honourable Mention for Tom Thompson Park in the "Beautify Community" Contest sponsored by the Ontario Horticultural Association with a prize of 200 tulip bulbs. The Annual Garden Tours began in 1973, and 1975 saw a prize winning float in the Mayfair parade. Also in '75 was the start of the annual bursary given to Highland Park High School for a deserving horticulture student.

In 1981 the first Kanata-March Photographers competition was launched and in 1982 the first year book was put together.

The next several years saw the Alice Wilson Woods officially named, the purchase of club garden equipment for members to share (such as power cultivators and hedge trimmers), the market sales of vegetables from super abundant gardens, and a prize winning float "Old Settler's Cabin and Garden" entered into the Ottawa Exhibition Parade.

More recent activities have included the celebration of Ontario's Bicentennial and the 15th anniversary of the Society by the start of the Molly Wilson Memorial Garden. This project was officially dedicated by Mayor Des Adam on May 15, 1988 with a plaque. This garden is located at the South March Old Town Hall, and upkeep is still seen to by Society members, a keen and knowledgeable group. We also sponsor local garden tours during the summer months, and two flower and vegetable shows. We still have the big Mayfair plant sale on the "fairgrounds" on Saturday morning.

Along with these community activities our monthly meetings feature a speaker, an active seed exchange, a question and answer period, door prizes, brochures and handouts, notices of garden activities in the area and good inside information on who is thinning and giving away plants such as irises or strawberries. This information is particularly useful because the plants will definitely grow in the challenging conditions around here. We are proud to be part of the OHA, and District 2, and maintain good ties with our fellow groups in the Ottawa area.

MOLLY WILSON MEMORIAL GARDEN - PROGRESS REPORT

The Molly Wilson Memorial Garden at the South March Old Town Hall was officially dedicated on Sunday, May 15, 1988. Molly's co-founding members Ev Ballantyne and Myrna McNamara unveiled the plaque in her honour. Extensive work was done on the walkway leading to the garden and the City installed a large sign visible from the highway marking the Old Town Hall and the Molly Wilson Garden. Despite the unusually hot weather the garden always looked splendid thanks to the diligence of the members tending it. Development plans of the City's Parks and Recreation Department will determine if we do further work at the garden or turn our resources to another project for a year or two.

PEMBROKE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Since 1924 membership has been kept between two and three hundred people except during World War Two years, and programs have been kept interesting: demonstrations, lectures, field trips and entertainments for special occasions. In the early years lantern slides were popular. Special speakers have included Mr. Clarke, the official OHA lecturer (1931), Mrs. George Black, wife of a former speaker of the House of Commons (1935), and various members of the executive of the OHA The annual "Tulip Tea" was begun in 1962, and original skits have been frequently presented.

The Pembroke Society has had its share of people willing to go beyond the city limits in their work with the OHA - namely, Mr. Harvey Fraser, Mrs. Frances Lemke, and Mr. George Rossow. Both Harvey and Frances were district directors for many years and George was assistant-director. Both Harvey and Frances were OHA presidents. Mr. Fraser received the OHA Silver medal in 1973, Mrs. Lemke was presented with the Trillium Award in 1985, and Mr. Rossow was awarded the District plaque.

EGANVILLE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Our Society celebrated its 25th Anniversary April 21, 1980 with an Anniversary Dinner held at the Legion Hall with about 150 persons in attendance.

Hosted a District meeting for the first time in 1961. We began with small plantings in the Village and today we plant 39 flower boxes throughout the Village, eight flower beds. Planted shrubs and annuals at the Eganville and District Community Arena.

MANOTICK HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Manotick Horticultural Society was organized and became a member of the Ontario Horticultural Association in 1930 with a membership of 103. The Society was a member of the Carleton County Home Beautification Association and participated in the beautification competitions.

The Society supports community organizations and participates in local events. In 1979 a Pioneer Herb Garden was established to stimulate interest in the use of herbs.

GLOUCESTER HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Gloucester Horticultural Society was established at a meeting held on Wednesday, April 8, 1925 in Hawthorne Public School. Mr. C. H. Guest presided and Mr. T. F. Ritchie of The Experimental Farm gave an illustrated address on "Beautifying Our Home Surroundings". There were no further meetings that first year.

In 1926 the Society thrived under its first President, Mrs. W. C. Moxley. The "School Ground Improvement Competition" started that year and continued for many years.

In 1990 we were 95 members strong and proud of our contribution to the community through our horticultural program. For 65 years the Gloucester Horticultural Society has succeeded in preserving some very basic goals and aspirations, we are confident these same goals and aspirations will guide us in the future.

KEMPTVILLE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Kemptville Horticultural Society was founded in January 1899. The Reeve of the town, Mr. Angus Buchanan was President and Mr. J. K Allan was Secretary. The Society functioned for a period of five years and then disbanded. The early meetings were planned "for discussing horticultural matters and for having lectures on improved horticulture."

There were approximately twenty-five founding members.

The Society was re-organized in 1920 with Mr. G. A McCaughey as President and Mr. J. R. Higgins as Secretary. It carried on its activities for ten years. The Honourable G. Howard Ferguson, a Kemptville native and Premier of Ontario, was the Society's honourary President. The Society was closely associated with faculty of the new Kemptville Agricultural School which opened in 1920. Members assisted the town Council with street clean ups and beautification during this period.

In 1951 the Society was again re-organized and it has been in continuous existence for the past forty years. During most of this period, Mr. Roy Class, a widely recognized horticulturist was Honourary President. The gladiolus was adopted as the Society's floral emblem, as a result of a competition in 1964.

The Society is able to do more and more each year, with the help of the local business and professional donors whom the Society actively solicits as its Patrons.

OTTAWA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Ottawa Horticultural Society was formed in 1892 and was incorporated under the "Arts and Agricultural Act of Ontario". The founding members of the Society numbered some 25 gentlemen, mostly involved as merchants in the city or employed as public servants. The Society President of 1900-02 was a cofounder of the Ontario Horticultural Association in 1906 and became president of the, OHA in 1911.

Over the years Presidents of the Ottawa Horticultural Society have gone on to become Presidents of the Ontario Horticultural Association. The most recent President of the OHA from Ottawa was Maurice D. Marshall in '85-'86. To honour the occasion of this presidency the Society received permission to plant an oak tree on the Grounds of the Governor General. The tradition of the Society's close relationship with Government House and its Vice Regal residents has continued from the inception of the Society to this the 99th year of the O.H.S. Their Excellencies the Right Honourable Ramon Hnatyshyn and Mrs. Gerda Hnatyshyn graciously accepted the Society's invitation to become Patrons during their term of office. Through the years many Vice Regal names have been perpetuated by the kind donation of Trophies for Society flower shows, most of which have been won outright, though the Duke of Devonshire and the Viscountess Willington trophies and the Madame Vanier Bowl are still in annual competition.

The Mayor of the City of Ottawa has served as Honourary President since the Society's earliest days.

The Ottawa Horticultural Society looks forward to 1992 and its Centennial Year and the Committee has been formed to establish suitable endeavours for the commemoration of that year.

CARLETON PLACE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Karen Finkler dreamed of having a garden club or equivalent in Carleton Place. She pursued this dream by investigating possibilities through the Ministry of  Agriculture and Food, and by measuring the level of interest among her friends , and neighbours. In 1988 Karen organized a founding committee of herself, Margaret Lenny, Judy Stone, Anne Tokaruk, and Margaret Clegg. The first four women committed themselves to seeking out possible members and to serving on the first executive. Margaret Clegg, a member of the Organic Growers, offered support, ideas, and encouragement. Margaret Lenny offered to have a garden party at her home to test for interest. The response was very rewarding, so we decided to press on.

Our first meeting was held at Carleton Place Canoe Club in October 1988 and the room was filled to overflowing.

Reports of our meeting and activities appear each month in The Canadian, our local, under the byline "The Bloomin' News". Our society enjoys a high profile in the community and is widely supported throughout the area.

NEPEAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The City View Horticultural Society was organized on June 11, 1957. Josephine: Brown was elected President. During the first year there were monthly meetings, a children's program, a fall show, and members entered the flower competition at Central Canada Exhibition.

In 1983 we changed our name to Nepean Horticultural Society, to reflect the larger area from where our membership was coming.

1991 will be a busy year since in addition to conducting our regular program and activity, we will be making preparations for the celebration of the 35th anniversary of our Society.

PRESCOTT AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The present Society dates from October 23, 1964, when the then Ontario Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. Wm. A Stewart, approved its formation under the Horticultural Societies Act, with eligibility for financial assistance. Mr. A J. Allen was the first President. Organizational work had begun two years earlier at the initiative of Ron Thomas and John Fenton of the Prescott Chamber of Commerce, and with the encouragement of the Morrisburg Horticultural Society and of Jean Casselman, M. P. for Grenville-Dundas. In 1963, three meetings of the fledgling Society were held. The minutes of one of these meetings record that a bank balance of $13.98 was inherited from a previous society, but no records of its activities have survived.

Ron Thomas presented the Society with its official Charter on January 26, 1965 . at the Dinner and Annual Meeting of the Prescott Chamber of Commerce.

One of the Society's earliest program initiatives was participation in the Town's 1967 Centennial project. Since that time, civic improvement and beautification have always been major themes in the Society's activities. With the recent opening of Prescott's fine new Marina, they have become more important than ever. From the start, the Society has had a flourishing Junior Program, and probably has the best record in the District for winning prizes at the District level.

PAKENHAM HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

The Society was first organized in 1925. By 1926 the membership stood at 61 and rose to a high of 191 in 1981, and in 1990 membership was 130 plus 40 juniors. The first Year Book was published in 1965.

BEACHBURG HORTICUL1URAL SOCIETY

The Beachburg Horticultural Society was organized July 13, 1959. During the early years our society was keenly involved with the rural schools providing bulbs and shrubs for yard beautification, and seeds both vegetables and flower.

Three charter members are still actively involved in our society.

ALMONTE HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Almonte Horticultural Society was formed in 1921 with seventy-two members. In 1922 a guest speaker recommended that gladioli should be grown "in a deep, mellow soil well enriched with well-rotted manure and hardwood ashes, and in a new location each year." Plants for public beds were ordered from Kenneth McDonald & Sons, Ltd. Ottawa. (There was a good selection of seeds back then. The catalogue lists 73 named varieties of sweet peas).

