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John Soar, District Director

There are sixteen active societies in this District, with over 2600 adult members and 215 junior members. We are hoping to be joined by a new society which is starting up in Carleton Place. They are already off to a very active start with a good membership and strong leadership in a nice community. We wish them well in getting the formalities finalised and hope that they will soon join our family of gardening enthusiasts.

The District had a very busy year. The highlight and the most work was undoubtedly the Convention in June. It was a great privilege to host such an event and one which in retrospect was great fun. A lot of people worked hard together to make it a success. There was success in the work as well as the result. Now we are expert but will not do it again until we have rested a while.

There were two advisory meetings in April and October in Almonte. Manotick hosted our annual meeting the highlight of which was an excellent talk by Diana Beresford-Kroeger entitled "Brimming with Blossoms". We enjoyed the company of Gordon Winter, Vice President of the OHA Manotick were generous in their hospitality.

We again held a two day District flower show in August at the Central Experimental Farm with much cooperation from them. The Farm was a great help to the OHA this year as they featured in the Convention Program which required a lot of preparation. The flower show itself was rather disappointing due to small entries; we put this down to the weather. The plant sale was a success as always.

The District also ran a photographic competition and continued its junior garden competition which was judged again by Mimi Edmundson of Pakenham.

The District Service Award was presented to Joe Rawson of the Perth and District Society for his work in establishing the Round Garden for the Blind and for his leadership in starting the Perth Society.

The Ottawa-Carleton Master Gardeners continued to be active in the community. They helped put on the tour of the Farm at the Convention and have been providing information to the public in a number of ways and in different settings throughout the year. Another group of Master Gardeners has been started in the District in and around Perth and sponsored by that society.

All societies made major contributions to the running of the Convention.

ALMONTE

A full program of speakers, shows, and a garden tour. 74 members and 16 juniors.

BEACHBURG

An active society with a regular program of speakers and information sharing, flower

shows, public planting, plant sales and a garden tour. 55 members.

DEEP RIVER

The major activity is community landscaping and planting, with a full supporting program.  643 members and 36 juniors.

EGANVILLE

A good program of regular meetings and a lot of public planting. 150 members.

GLOUCESTER

A broad program of shows, plant sales, competitions, speakers, and support to a local

nursing home. 74 members.

KANATA-MARCH

Regular meetings with a varied program, plant sales, shows and a tree replanting program

from land to be developed. 234 members.

KEMPTVILLE

A full and varied program of meetings, sales, participation in community events, public

planting, and a model junior program. 203 members and 84 juniors.

MANOTICK

Hosted the District annual meeting. A full program of meetings with a variety of

speakers, shows and public planting. 94 members.

NEPEAN

Regular meetings, shows, plant sales, mushroom compost sale, and a bazaar. A major and

varied junior program. 162 members and 22 juniors.

OTTAWA

Hosted the OHA Convention and coordinated the Convention flower show. Sponsored courses on judging dahlias, show schedule writing and basic flower arranging. Regular meetings and shows. Sponsors Master Gardener program. 267 members.

PAKENHAM

A full program of shows, meetings, plant sales, public planting, garden tours and care of the Mini Park created by the society. An active junior program. 132 members and 23 juniors.

PEMBROKE

Extensive public planting and participation in community activities, program of meetings and shows, provision of a scholarship to a student, and an active junior program. 216 members and 14 juniors.

PERTH

A full program of meetings and shows, community planting, public plant sales, and garden

maintenance. Sponsors a Master Gardener Program. 102 members.

PRESCOTT

Regular meetings with speakers, demonstrations and shows, plant auctions, public planting

and a junior garden competition. 50 members and 22 juniors.

RENFREW

Regular meetings, public planting, plant sales, garden tours and excursions. Public show

and public competition of Christmas decorations with demonstrations of crafts. 102 members.

STITTSVILLE GOULBOURN

Regular meetings with speakers on a variety of topics, photographic competition, shows, public planting, winning entry in Richmond Fair, plant sale and a junior program. 54 members.

