DISTRICT 2 

District Director: Thor Thorgrimsson 

PERTH AND DISTRICT:

The highlight of 1984 for OHA District 2 was undoubtedly the establishment of a new horticultural society - Perth and District - which received its charter in March to become the district's fifteenth society. Perth and District is already well on its way to becoming more than 100 members and is very active in community projects. Among those projects is the annual planting and continued maintenance of the Round Garden that was created specially for the blind and other handicapped people.

KEMPTVILLE:

Although not all district societies played a very active role in the province's bicentennial celebrations, the efforts of the Kemptville Horticultural Society in this regard made up for any lack of response elsewhere. The Kemptville Society's re-creation on September I and 2 of a nineteenth century rural fall fair was an outstanding event. The entry lists, classes, and categories were based on fall fairs held in the decade from 1850 to 1860 and included everything from livestock to fine arts. As expected, there were no entries in some categories; for example, the categories "aged bull" and "stallion for general use" attracted no competitors, but society members responded magnificently to the challenge of competing in a 19th century fall fair. A particular highlight of the fair was a display of handcrafted quilts, embroidery, and crocheted articles, many of which were over 100 years old. A class for "unusual articles" lived up to its title in that one of the entries was an old tombstone.

KANATA-MARCH:

One of the more interesting bicentennial projects in the district was the re-creation on a large float of an early settler's log cabins in its home garden setting. This project of the Kanata-March Society, largely the work of one individual, Mr. Art Fentiman, won top honours in all parades in which it was entered, including the prestigious Central Canada Exhibition parade where it was judged the "best non-commercial float." Nother Kanata-March bicentennial project was the fencing and landscaping of the historic March Township Town Hall, a project scheduled for completion in 1985.

VARIOUS DISTRICT 2 SOCIETIES:

All district societies engaged in planting and other community beautification projects during 1984, notably Ottawa, Pakenham, Pembroke, Kemptville, and Manotick. Some societies, including Nepean and Kanata-March, provided scholarships and bursaries to students pursuing horticultural interests.

Horticulturally speaking, 1984 was unusual in that the Ottawa Valley had more than its normal share of precipitation during the height of the growing season with neither a late spring frost nor an early fall frost. Possible as a result, there was a very heavy crop of virtually all wild fruits, berries, seeds, etc. - this, despite extremely heavy local infestations of the earwig. This repulsive pest was virtually unknown in the Ottawa area until some 15 - 20 years ago when it appeared in fairly large numbers at Carleton Place which is approximately 30 miles west of Ottawa. In 1984, however, Ottawa and nearby communities, in particular Stittsville, suffered an earwig plague comparable to the Old Testament plagues of frogs and locusts.

District 2 was well-represented at the OHA convention in Sudbury, with some 30 delegates attending to witness the elevation of our district's native son, Mr. Maurice Marshall, to the presidency of the association.

District activities included the annual flower and vegetable show held at the Central Experimental Farm in Ottawa. Most societies were represented at this show which was attended by the largest number of "outside" visitors ever to visit this event. Although the district annual held at Ottawa was not as well attended as usual, attendance was high at advisory council meetings in April and October.
