Ontario Horticultural Association, Annual Report, 1980

DISTRICT 2

Director: Mr. Maurice Marshall

1980 was a very good year for District 2. All societies had busy, full and interesting programs. The youth program in the District was a great success. Their leaders are to be congratulated for the very high standard of excellence shown by all the youth gardens judged. A lot of work had been accomplished. I hope that 1981 will be equally as good. A special vote of thanks to Mrs. Anstace Esmond-White, of T. V. fame, for her gardening program and the very keen interest she shows in our young people, by sponsoring and judging their gardens. Once again a very successful 2 day Flower and Vegetable show was held in late August on the main lawns of the Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa. Our thanks to the Department of Agriculture for letting us use the excellent facilities of the Ottawa Research Department. This was our 10th year of holding the show on these grounds, at no charge to the OHA or the District. A hearty vote of thanks to the Director and his staff at the Central Experimental Farm. Thanks to the Royal Botanical Gardens Outreach Department for providing us with speakers for a series of meetings. Mrs. Georgina Mentis covered 5 lectures in the District on "A Flower Arranger's Garden", they were very well received. I had the honour to speak to District I at their Annual Meeting in Russell. The Convention, held at Thunder Bay, was very well attended from this District; all reported a very good, successful and interesting Convention. We were honoured to have President Roy and Babs Carr attend our An­nual Meeting. Weare all planning for 1981, to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the aHA. We expect to plant over 50 Trees, as suggested by President Ed. Endersby. The District held 54 shows, 32 competitions, 205 meetings, 71 public plantings, and planted 2596 bulbs as well as other annuals, my thanks to all who helped to make 1980 so successful. I would like to congratulate Mrs. An­netta Reinke of Eganville, for being honoured by the O.H.A. Awards Committee to receive the Trillium Pin Award for 1980, it was very well deserved.

Details of the 1980 District 2 societies highlights follow:

ALMONTE:

Membership increased by one, and action being taken to carry out a membership drive in 1981. The Annual Show was very suc­cessful with 260 entries. Plans are going ahead to celebrate the 60th anniversary in 1981, by special public planting. 1980 was a good year, with 600 bulbs and 498 annuals planted at various locations including the Cenotaph; Old Post Office; the Main Street; Kirkland Park; and the Town Hall. A very good program, which included 4 shows and 3 competitions and a lot of public planting during the year. The youth program is very active with 48 members who meet 4 times a year. All schools are contacted, a special meeting is held when 6 packages of seeds and the junior program, with the Poster competition, is distributed to each school. They also-assisted the seniors at their flower shows.

BEACHBURG:

Although the society is small, they have had a very active year. The society entered a Float in the local fair and parade. Public planting carried out and 100 bulbs, as well as some annuals, were planted. 11 open meetings were held. A Fall flower and vegetable show proved a great success. My thanks go to the society for hosting the 1980 District Annual Meeting, which was very well attended. Thank you Beachburg for a job well done.

CITY VIEW-NEPEAN:

1980 was a full and active year for the 211 members. With the youth once again taking an active part, a second place in the District Youth gardens competition was won by Derek Rymerson. Two special achievements were a 2nd prize in the OHA for a painting by Joan Long, and a 2nd prize for the society's Year Book in the OHA competition. The society also placed well in the CNE com­petition. The society held 6 shows; 2 competitions; and 10 general meetings. Some highlights were 3 visits by speakers from the RBG Outreach Program. A visit to the Floralies '80 in Montreal, a pot luck supper in March, and the Annual dinner in November. Plant material and mushroom compost were available to the member­ship. Public planting was carried out in 3 locations. A weekly horti­cultural program was offered at Extendicare Nursing Home. Bur­saries and a scholarship were offered to students at Algonquin Col­lege and Highland Park High School. Preparations are under way for 1981, to celebrate the society's 25th and the O.H.A. 75th An­niversaries, by hosting the District Annual meeting and the plan­ting of some trees.

DEEP RIVER:

The society had a very good year, with 771 members and 53 youth. In co-operation with the hospital board and local municipalities, the society continued the landscaping of the hospital grounds. Public planting in 3 flower beds, 50 hanging baskets, 18 planter boxes, and one large bed with marigolds and petunias. 2 Flower Shows were held. The youth were very active again; con­gratulations and thanks to the leaders of these youngsters, who have devoted a lot of time and help to this program. The juniors helped in various public planting projects, and helped to maintain the gardens. A special achievement, the society took First place in the OHA Year Book competition. The sale of fertilizer, and the loan of garden tools to members has once again proved very successful.

EGANVILLE:

The Eganville society had a membership of 118. 9 general meetings, and 3 competitions were held. Public planting throughout the village in 26 flower containers, as well as flower beds on the hill, and the Municipal Offices. 1000 bulbs were planted. The society shared with the village in the erection of a sign "Welcome to Egan­ville". Although there is no youth group, the society worked closely with the local schools, and helped the Cubs to carry out and care for some of the planted and landscaped areas. The society was honoured when Mrs. Annetta Reinke was selected by the O.H.A. Awards Committee to receive the Trillium Pin Award for 1980. Congratulations Annetta, we are all very proud of you.

GLOUCESTER:

The membership held steady for 1980. The society held 2 flower shows, which were well attended and proved very successful. 3 Competitions, the Flower, the Vegetable, and the Junior competi­tions were held. Bulbs were planted at the Top Generation Bldg. and a local Church. Juniors were included in all the shows, with a special demonstration and outing for them. 8 General meetings, a trip to the Floralies 80, Montreal, a Strawberry Social were held. Bouquets were provided to the Home for the Aged. Members also exhibited at the Central Canada Exhibition.

KANATA MARCH:

The membership increased by 11% and is now 141. It was a great, busy and successful year. 9 open meetings, 3 flower shows, 3 com­petitions were held. Public planting carried out, 68 dozen Annuals were planted at "Tom Thompson Park". There is no special youth program, but one junior won 2nd prize in the District Youth gardens competition. Demonstrations were conducted for senior citizens on planting and taking cuttings. The society held a Com­munity Forum, to promote horticulture. A Float for the parade was decorated. A House and Garden tour was given. A bursary to student in horticulture at Highland Park School was awarded.

KEMPTVILLE:

Public planting, with other service clubs and Town Council, was carried out at 7 locations in the area. The Post Office, Public Library, South Gower Public School, Centennial Park, Town Hall and Oxford Mills etc. 9 open meetings, 3 flower shows and 4 com­petitions were held. A very active youth program, with 66 gardens being maintained, with a high standard set by the winning gardens. Two of the gardens won 1st and 2nd place in the District gardens competition. Congratulations to all who helped to promote and lead the juniors through 1980. Two bus trips to Floralies 80, Mon­treal enjoyed by all. Arbor Days were held. The society hosted the RBG Outreach program; Mr. Kituchi demonstrated the" Art of Ikebana", and Mrs. Jessie Stewart of the society is the President of the Ottawa Chapter of Ikebana. The society had booths at the Maple Fest, the Kinsmen Spring Fair, and the Hospital Heyday. A Bursary was given to a student in horticulture at the Kemptville College of Agriculture.

MANOTICK:

The membership held steady at 64. Public planting of 10 Hang­ing Flower baskets in the community, and 3 Flower Beds at the local churches was again carried out. A youth garden competition was promoted and prizes provided. The highlight for the society was a bus trip to the Floralies 80, Montreal. 10 Open meetings and 9 flower shows were held. The society conducted a Landscaping Competition in 3 categories, Old Homes, New Homes, and Water frontage, which proved very successful, prizes were presented to the winners. A donation and assistance made to the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority was given.

OTTAWA:

Membership increased by 40, and is now 421. The society had a very good year. 11 open meetings, 7 Flower Shows and 2 Com­petitions were held. Public planting of bulbs and annuals was car­ried out at the Old Forge, a new park. Once again a Garden Com­petition with over 100 gardens in 2 postal zones in Ottawa, was judged at 3 different times and Trillium Awards were made to 4 best gardens. A program taught the juniors to make and exhibit decorative arrangements. A bus trip to Floralies 80, Montreal was a highlight. The Tulip Show was held in conjunction with the Ot­tawa Festival of Spring in the Government Conference Centre, which again proved very popular with the public. The District An­nual 2 day Fall Flower and Vegetable Show, held on the Main Lawns of the Central Experimental Farm, had a lot of entries and also proved very popular. There is a very active group of Indoor Gardeners within the society; they had a good year, with an ex­cellent Flower Show held in April. A program with 4 members working with the staff of Hillcrest High School and their class of Autistic children, was very well received by the staff of the school. President Cole spoke to the Garden Writers of America at their convention in Montreal. A tour of the Government House Greenhouses was enjoyed by all who attended.

PAKENHAM:

The membership stands at 138. There were 8 open meetings, 4 Flower Shows and I Photographic competition. Plant sales and auctions were held. Public planting at the Community Centre of 3 window boxes, 2 urns, and 2 large beds, consisted of 300 bulbs and 190 plants. The youth program was once again very active, the 3 leaders are to be congratulated for their excellent work with the group, who planted borders at the R.A. Centre, and window boxes at the Royal Bank and Council Chambers. They won a 1st and 3rd prize in the District garden competition. A highlight was a bus trip to the Floralies 80. Montreal. The society hosted Mrs. Georgina Mentis, of the R.B.G. Outreach Program; speaking on a "Flower Arranger's Garden", she was very well received.

PEMBROKE:

The membership increased by 5% and is now 231. Public plant­ing of 200 bulbs and 3000 plants was done in 18 public areas and at Miramichi Lodge for Senior Citizens. Shrubs were planted at the public library. 9 open meetings combined with a flower show, plus 3 Flower Shows, and a photographic competition, and a Christmas Arrangements competition were held. The society work­ed with the city on a tree replacement program, with 149 trees be­ing purchased. A bus tour to Toronto Flower Show, to Floralies 80, Montreal, and a Garden tour were arranged. The society spon­sored a Fall Fair, and hosted Mrs. Georgina Mentis of the RBG. Outreach program, speaking on a "Flower Arranger's Garden". The juniors are 24, their leaders are Mrs. Sandra Paterson and Mrs. Mavis, who have done an excellent job and are to be congratulated. They had a full program with lectures, displays of seeds, seeds were given to the members to grow without soil. A lecture was given on how to press flowers, and on how to plan and plant a garden. Juniors helped the seniors with spring planting. The annual Bar­B-Que proved a great success. The juniors won the George Lemke Award from the OHA for 1979 and participated in the Fall Fair. Congratulations to the top junior for the year, Kevin Mavis. 1980 was an exciting, busy and rewarding year for all.

PRESCOTT and DISTRICT:

The membership increased by 12% and is now 137. There were 12 open and 6 Board meetings, 2 Flower Shows, 2 Competitions. Once again a large Public planting with 90 flats of annuals and some geraniums, was undertaken at Centennial Park and the For­wards Museum. The Flower Box competition was very successful, winning a 1st, and 3rd prize at the Spencerville Fair. The society entered a float in the parade. There were 3 bus trips, to Toronto Spring Flower and Garden Show, the Indoor and Outdoor Floralies 80 in Montreal; all were well attended. The youth program with 15 juniors and leaders, is starting to show results. We look for­ward to 1981 to have them take part in a very active and interesting program.

STITTSVILLE:

The membership held steady at 50. There were 9 open and 2 Board meetings, 3 Flower Shows, and 3 Competitions. Seeds were given out to 36 juniors, who are encouraged to exhibit with the seniors. Public planting of shrubs was undertaken at the Medical Centre and the New Library. A visit to Government House Greenhouses was well received by all. Delegates went to the Con­vention and the District Annual meeting. The society hope to have the first publication of their Year Book out soon.
