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DISTRICT 2

District Director, Clarence Brown, Ottawa

For the second consecutive year, District 2 increased its overall membership, this time by 56 members. Six societies increased while one held its ground. Prescott and District showed the way with an increase of 39.73 per cent over its '74 membership.

Even more significant was the increased interest and enthusiasm in junior work. Almost every society is now involved in junior instruction, and many of the junior leaders freely volunteered in 1975 to aid in this worthwhile phase of our work, attempting to build a basis for the strengthening of horticulture's future in our area.

The District Flower Show was again a success in spite of heat and drought. The heat proved even more disastrous to the quality of roses available for our judging course on that subject on July 5. But we were more favoured at a later session on September 13, when the would-be judges enrolled were treated to a real "immersion" down the whole gamut of vegetables by that master of the art, A.E. Garwood of Kingston.

Societies in the District co-operated with local libraries in their spring series of programmes presented by the Outreach Programme of the Royal Botanical Gardens. The District then arranged a fall series - 12 meetings in all, with all but one society involved. The programme may be continued.

Several societies sponsored bus trips to such events as the Spring Show of the Montreal Botanical Gardens, the Ottawa Tulip Festival, local garden tours in Ottawa, Kanata and other centres, including the greenhouses at Government House, also to Foley Mountain among others.

The District annual meeting was hosted by Gloucester Township society in its golden anniversary year. We were privileged to have President and Mrs. Alastair Crawford in attendance, as well as Mrs. Thomas Bowman, an honorary life member of the Ottawa society, who has lived in Toronto for several years and who began her association with horticultural membership in 1917. '75 was also the golden anniversary of the founding of the Pakenh  society.

When 1974 O.H.A. President Miss Gladys McLatchy was unable to attend our annual meeting that year, we arranged a "Meet the President" night on May 22, 1975, at which the Almonte society proved most gracious hosts. Miss McLatchy proved a delightful guest.

Throughtout the year, all societies were kept informed by a number of newsletters. The District Director also prepared and distributed two brochures, "Some Suggested Duties of a President" and "Peonies - Why Not?" A list of society presidents and secretaries and District officers, all with addresses, postal codes and telephones was provided to each society, as well as a list of available speakers and judges, with similar information.

The District voted to award its first district service award to W.M. "Sandy" Cavaye who retired after 32 years service as secretary-treasurer of Ottawa society. Sandy was presented with an Accutron watch and his wife with a hand-crafted bag, along with a joint purse of money by their fellow-workers in the Ottawa society. Both were awarded honorary life memberships in the society and Sandy was made an honorary life director.

Late in the season, Ottawa was bereaved of two past presidents in the persons of the late "Tom" Monette and R.J. "Dick" Paynter. A silver rose bowl has been presented by Mrs. Monette in memory of her husband, for competition in the society's annual rose show.

The Kanata-March society placed in its own Tom Thomson Park, a memorial plaque and sundial dedicated to the memory of the late Dr. J.H. Ballantyne. Prescott and District placed a book on Flower Arranging in the town library in memory of a deceased director and flower show chairperson Mrs. Phyllis Typhair.

SOCIETY HIGHLIGHTS IN 1975 FOLLOW:

ALMONTE

Increased its membership and proposes to continue a drive for further increase. They sponsored 15 junior competitions and judged 85 junior gardens as well as some adult gardens. Encouraged patio and hanging baskets. They planted 1000 fall bulbs in Gemmill Park and at North Lanark Historical Society museum, filling the same beds with annuals in spring, as well as 2 beds at the Cenotaph and 6 containers along the river bank. The border at the Town Hall and beds at St. Paul's Anglican Church where they meet, were rejuvenated and cultivated.

BEACHBURG:

A smaller society which nonetheless held 9 general meetings in the homes. Flower shows were held in June and in the fall.

CITY VIEW-NEPEAN:

This group held two garden competitions and 5 flower shows, with generous trophy awards. They planted 1500 bulbs, with annuals and perennials at the Centennial Garden. A plant auction and a sale of flowers were held, while bulbs, mums and lilies were purchased for re-sale. Junior classes at the shows and an exhibition of posters at the fall show were sponsored. Their juniors held regular winter meetings, also planting and maintaining the NCC garden plot.

DEEP RIVER:

A membership canvass and the purchase for re-sale of fertilizer, peat moss, lime, seed potatoes, etc. as well as their loan of garden tools, again resulted in a membership increase. Garden plots were arranged and a garden clinic held. The society continued its column in the local weekly.

19 boxes, 55 hanging baskets, 3 urns and 2 large planters were supplied for the downtown area and the civic library, a teen-ager being engaged to do the watering. Juniors had their gardens judged, exhibited in junior classes at the shows, and met on Saturdays in spring for hikes, planting and horticultural instruction.

EGANVILLE:

Eganville members planted and cared for 4 large planters at the Medical Building, and beds of annuals at the Municipal Building. 250 tulip b\llbs, donated by the Canadian Legion, were planted at the Civic Building and on the centre-town hillside, where shrubs, annuals and some perennials were also planted. Although flower shows are not staged, competitions for Public and Separate School students were held, and High School students staged a program on cacti and succulents at one of the adult meetings. A display of flowers, fruits, vegetables and dried arrangements was put on exhibit at the Rotary picnic. The society will host the 1976 District annual meeting in the Legion hall on September 25.

GLOUCESTER TOWNSHIP:

It being their golden anniversary, this society hosted the District annual meeting. In addition, they held an anniversary dinner in April, inviting all alumni members to attend. An anniversary pool party was held for juniors. Besides their flower and vegetable show with junior classes, there were competitions for adult flower gardens, adult vegetable gardens, junior and senior tarraria and junior corsages. There was a swap night and a demonstration on terraria. The usual strawberry social took place and flowers were again provided regularly to Carleton Lodge.

The society was honoured to receive an investment award from the family of the late Mr. and Mrs. W.C. Moxley, in memory of their parents and to be known as the Golden Anniversary Award for Juniors. Mrs. Moxley was the society's first president.

Annual proceeds from the award to the amount of $10 are to be used as a special prize each year for the junior winning the highest aggregate points in the fall flower and vegetable show in the 11-16 year age group.

KANATA-MARCH:

This young society in a young community is exerting a sincere effort to maintain and improve its community standards. For the first time, they introduced junior classes into their flower show. They have also tried bulk buying of fertilizer, peat moss and freezer bags for their members at wholesale prices and have acquired a number of garden tools and equipment for loan to their members. A small fund-raising project developed from the compilation of a list of recipes used in the preparation of casserole dishes at their pot luck supper.

They held 3 plant sales, also entering a float in the Mayfair Parade. 85 potted plants were presented to area senior citizens at Christmas. In July, they provided luncheon for Kemptville members touring gardens in Kanata and Ottawa, later having their own tour of 8 local gardens in September. Students of Highland Park School gave an excellent programme of flower arranging at one meeting, the society presenting the school with a $50 bursary for furtherance of the education of a horticultural student attending the school.

A contest was held to name the conservation woodlot in Kanata where the society tagged 20 varieties of trees. The name chosen was Alice Wilson Woods. Bulbs, plants and shrubs were placed in Tom Thomson Park, where the plaque and sundial memorial to Dr. J.R. Ballantyre were located. A tree was planted at the home of Mrs. Molly Wilson in memory of her late husband.

Members aided students at the Earl of March High School to clean up the school rockery and beds, planting shrubs and flowers supplied by the Carleton Board of Education.

KEMPTVILLE:

This society bought, packaged and distributed seeds to more than 100 elementary school children in area municipalities. 152 juniors participated in junior work, with 72 gardens being judged, prize money and merit certificates awarded. Gardening books were awarded to the winners. There were 241 junior entries in the 3 flower show_so Adults placed 315 entries in the same shows.

The society planted 500 tulips at the new Senior Citizens' Residence and 200 at the War Memorial. They took bus tours to Foley Mountain, Heritage home, and Government House in Ottawa, as well as private gardens in Kanata. A plant booth was operated at the Kemptville District Hospital Heyday, and competitions were held for window boxes, vegetable gardens and home grounds, with trillium awards for the best home grounds in the north and south sides of town respectively.

MANOTICK:

Members planted flowers at St. James Anglican Church where they meet, and at Rideau Township arena grounds for its official opening. They donated and arranged flowers for the official opening of the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority. A plant and bake sale were held, with 4 monthly flower shows and 3 junior competitions, the junior winner receiving the Royal Bank's Rose Bowl trophy.

Junior work was begun, with 2 juniors planning each meeting and acting as senior officers for that meeting. They enjoyed learning about bulbs and their planting.

OTTAWA:

600 fall bulbs were planted at the Canadian National Institute for the Blind and at 2 Senior Citizens' homes (Glebe Centre and Blair House). Annuals were planted at C.N.I.B., at Bronson Home and the Nicholas St. Youth Hostel.

7 shows were held with 986 entries. All gardens in one postal zone were inspected as seen from the street in spring, summer and fall. Trillium award certificates were presented to the top four. The photographic competition drew 191 entries. Two spring visits to local greenhouses were arranged and a bus trip visited the spring show of the Montreal Botanical Gardens. Many flowers from the shows were distributed to Senior Citizens' Homes.

The society undertook to set up an Honour Roll of local trees.

PAKENHAM:

This society still provided bedding plants as a premium with membership and found interest stimulated thereby. They also bought plants and bulbs for sale at special prices, and held a plant auction in May. Members planted and maintained 3 window boxes and 2 urns at public buildings. Lilies were placed in 4 churches at Easter, a wreath placed at the Cenotaph on Remembrance Day, and 40 tulips planted. A novice class was instituted in shows for the first time. 25 juniors entered gardens in competition and entered in junior classes at the shows. A golden anniversary dinner was held in the fall.

PEMBROKE:

Always very civic-minded, this group kept up its policy by giving seeds to High School students and in planting marigold beds at city entrances and some businesses. Flowers and shrubs were planted at the miniature golf course and a hedge at Champlain Trail museum. They planted and maintained hanging baskets and flower tubs on the main street, as well as decorating the lamp standards at Christmas. Flowers and plants were sold at the Steam Show and from a booth at the Trade Fair.

At their Horticultural Fall Fair they had 672 entries, 471 at their 9 monthly shows and 50 in their Christmas arrangement competition. A photographic competition was held, as well as one for members' house and garden, while 5 trillium awards were provided for non-members' home improvement. 50 trees were bought and given to members for home planting. A growing unit with lights and timer was purchased for ARC Industries.

Juniors were given flower and veget..ble seeds, their gardens judged and prizes awarded for best of the 90 entries in the fall fair. One adult member instructed juniors in flower arranging, another in the art of making pins and broaches from seeds, cones and other native materials.

PRESCOTT AND DISTRICT:

This society registered an increase in membership of 29. Members held 3 bus tours to the Ottawa Tulip Festival, the Belleville Rose Show and the Gatineau area in fall. On 2 Sundays they toured 8 members' gardens. Flowers were supplied to decorate the annual show of the Historical Society and at a horticultural lecture in the public library. They held 2 auctions of plants and garden produce, as well as selling from a booth at the Home and Recreation Show. Flower show classes were held at 4 general meetings and there was one complete show, a second being cancelled due to the death of the show chairperson Mrs. Phyllis Typhair. A book on flower arranging was presented to the public library in her memory.

Prescott Hoe 'n' Hum juniors participated in the flower show and a Christmas arrangement competition was held for juniors and adults.

STITTSVILLE:

Members planted 900 tulips bulbs donated by the local Branch of the Canadian Legion. Flower shows and a Photography competition were held, while several placed entries at Richmond Fair. 23 juniors participated, with gardens as their main project.

