DISTRICT NO.2

District Director .- Mr. James Geddes - Arnprior

Again it has come round to the end of our Horticultural Year! It has been a very enjoyable one and District No.2 still has kept up the interest and enthusiasm which was shown in Centennial Year.

This is the end of my term as District Director and I hope that my successor will enjoy it as much as Mrs. Geddes and I did! It was an honour and a privilege to serve as District 2 Director.

I think I was successful in visiting every Society and I wish to thank all the members of the various societies who helped make my term enjoyable.

ALMONTE

The Almonte Society again had a very busy year assisting with the celebrations of

Almonte's l5lst Anniversary. Also in beautifying the town with their public plantings. Again, Almonte had a very successful year with their Juniors. They also had several pot-luck suppers. They also planted flower beds at the Cenotaph. They have a membership in their Junior Society of over 100 members. They also had a flower and vegetable show along with the presentation of two service diplomas.

Thus ends another year of progress!

ARNPRIOR and DISTRICT

Arnprior Society were not very active during the year. However, they continued to do public plantings and are to assist the local council in the planting of a large number of trees all over the town. A weekly column is published in the local newspaper, keeping the public informed as to how to grow plants, shrubs and trees. Town beautification has been their main objective.

BEACHBURG

While Beachburg Horticultural Society has only 25 members, they had an average attendance at their meetings of 16. In March they had a social evening at which various games were played. Several flower beds were planted around Beachburg and also a flower show was held. They also had guest speakers which were enjoyed immensely. The annual flower show was a great success.

CITY VIEW-NEPEAN

This Society had another full and enjoyable year. They had a variety of speakers with a wide range of topics. They also had a social evening at which slides of members' gardens were shown. The Annual Dinner was a huge success. Dr. Bousfield gave a very interesting illustrated talk on the Canadian Hudson 70 Expedition. The name of the Society was changed from the City View Society to City View-Nepean. The plant auction was very successful. They also held a Mum Show and looked after the care of two flower plots. They donated house plants to senior citizens and kept up their centennial garden with annuals.

DEEP RIVE R

The Deep River Horticultural Society had a very busy and exciting year. In late February a canvass was made to take memberships and fertilizer orders. In 1971 their membership was 709 and they sold 50 tons of fertilizer, plus 200 bales of peat moss. They also have a loan committee which lends tools to residents. They have a total of 65 Tools, ranging from fertilizer spreaders to hedge trimmers. They also planted flower boxes and baskets in the shopping area. They have excellent co-operation from the Lands and Parks Committee, the Town Gardener and the Fire Department (who kept the flower boxes well watered). They also have a very active Junior Society. Each member works under the supervision of committee members or their parents. The senior society supplies the seeds, or plants. Two flower shows and one vegetable show were held. They sponsored a home beautification competition. All events and Horti­cultural information were published in weekly newspapers. Congratulations! Deep River Society on a very successful year.

EGANVILLE

Eganville Society held two local competitions during 1971. In May members visited the local nursery and had a pot luck supper at the convenor's cottage. They also had a demonstration on how to plant and grow flowers by our local florist and nursery man. They entertained the girl guides and enjoyed slides on Horticulture and also of a trip taken to the Mediterranean. Their Christmas meeting was in the form of a competition and social evening. Planting was done at the Municipal Building. Owing to local construction little public planting could be done. Over all, a very successful and satisfactory year.

GLOUCESTER

The Gloucester Society has 52 members. The Society provided bouquets every month to the Carlton Lodge home for the aged. They planted flower beds at the Municipal Arena. They also had a swap night and the annual Strawberry social in June.

Contests were held for the best flower and vegetable gardens. They also had a very successful junior show held with the annual flower and vegetable show. They also held a demonstration in the use of dried materials and Christmas decorations. A very interesting and enlightening year. Every event was well supported.

KEMPTVILLE

A very exciting and energetic year was realized by Kemptville. Work in the Junior gardeners divisions was very satisfactory, reflected with increased membership. All gardens and the quality of exhibits showed a marked improvement. Members planted flower beds at the Library, and arranged for seeds and bulbs for the Hospital. They assisted in drive for funds for the Hospital. They sponsored Home ground compet­itions, Vegetable gardens, and lanscaping events.

MANOTICK

Continues to work in trying to increase their membership, and is continuing to do so much for their community. Flower beds were again planted in and around the Manotick public park. They also are endeavouring to promote the interest of preteens in wild flowers and floral arrangements.

KANATA-MARCH

Kanata-March continues to flourish; they held 10 regular meetings and 5 executive meetings; their membership for 72 is steadily showing an increase. They had speakers on topics of Gardening Under Lights, Rock Gardens, and were enlightened as to the management of their soil which has caused them some concern. They were instructed regarding planting and care of Evergreens and a workshop was held on Roses. Last fall they planted their first tulip bed of 550 bulbs. They sponsored a Christmas Dinner and Santa Claus brought house plants to about 60 members of the Happy Companions during the dinner. They also had a plant sale in conjunction with the celebration of their town's birthday. A nature trail was planned and the trees named in the woodlot. They also acquired an acre of property which was planted with about 200 apple trees.

OTTAWA

The Ottawa Society con tines to flourish. Copies of their year book were sent to every prospective member, and a drive was started to bring in new members. Trees, shrubs, and Annuals were planted at the workshop for the retarded. Started new tulip beds at Bronson Home, and more material was purchased for their centennial garden at City Hall. Several members acted as judges at various flower shows. They also judged the best garden competitions. The entries were cut down from 200 to 6 non-members which are to receive the special Trillium certificate. They are lacking leadership in the Junior division. A tremendous effort was put forward into the District flower show held at the Experimental grounds. Adverse weather affected attendance. Again the District agreed to assist by bringing flowers and taking over one marquee for them­selves. Members travelled by a bus to the Toronto Garden Club, High Park and Sheridan Nurseries.

PAKENHAM

Pakenham has a membership of 173. Each member received plants as a premium. Flower boxes and mums were planted this year and Easter lilies were presented to all churches. A spring show & tea was very successful. The fall flower show had to be cancelled. Twenty four junior gardens were judged and prizes awarded. Seeds were given to children of members this year. They also had their annual picnic at Haydon Farm, which was a highlight. Pakenham members were deeply touched by the District's kind gesture in planting the Norway Maple at River Park in memory of one of their most valued members, the late Bob E. Lisle. It is the hope and sincere wish that Pakenham society will continue to grow as the Maple will in Col. Lisle's honour.

PEMBROKE

Pembroke Society has a membership of 212. They are very energetic - planted 1,000 bulbs at the court house. Annuals were planted at the Library. One hundred phlox were planted at Pansy Patch Park. Bulbs planted for forcing went to hospitals and lodges. They had several flower shows and a garden competition. They also sponsored a photographic competition. They sponsor Junior work and participated in planting, flower shows, and forcing of spring flowering bulbs; also the making of bird houses;

growing African Violets and Dish Gardens.

They held 11 board meetings and 10 open meetings. They also held a pot luck supper. Overall, a very successful year. They catered to a 50th Wedding Anniversary. They also had a luncheon for the City View Society; including a tour of the gardens.

PRESCOTT and DISTRICT

Nine monthly meetings were held along with two Board meetings. Two flower shows, one in the spring and one in the fall were successful. Thirty four members attended the Spring flower show in Toronto. A bake sale, plant sale and a tea was part of their fund raising projects. Flower seeds were distributed to 100 children and 30 children entered exhibits in the shows. 60 members took part in a summer garden tour. 1971 was one of their busiest years. Membership increased to 82.

Petunias were planted at municipal buildings and Fire Hall, mums along Main street and 200 Tulip bulbs in Autumn. Most encouraging was the enthusiasm shown by Junior members when their first monthly meeting was held in October. The final project was a float entered in the Santa Claus parade, concluding with a Christmas party. They are looking forward to a greater and even better and active year in 72. Good luck Prescott and District.

RENFREW

Renfew Society temporarily inactive has reorganized with a new slate of officers. Their first project was at the Social fair when each member was asked to bring plants or flower arrangements for a non-competitive show. They made a very attractive display. Two Delegates attended the district meeting in Almonte. Arrangements were made to rent land so that people without access to a garden can use it for flower and vegetable plots. Their enthusiasm will be reflected in success endeavours.

STITTSVILLE

They have a very active society. Informed speakers dealt with such subjects as photography, fertilizers, preparing flowers for showing, judging and planting of bulbs. They held flower shows in February, March, and April. Also a flower and vegetable show in September. Stittsville Society sponsored a class at the Valley Flower Show and won several prizes. They also visited Mr. D. Trimbles farm to see flowers of the Orchid family and went to Perth area under the supervision of the Rideau Conserva­tion Authority. One very outstanding and very successful event of the year was the Annual Pot Luck Dinner. A weekly column in the local newspaper kept the public informed of Horticultural activities. Their Junior society again was very active.
