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DISTRICT NO.2

MRS. C. A. HERRIOT, Deep River

District 2 has really put an effort into making the counties of Renfrew, Carleton, Lanark and Grenville as beautiful as possible for Canada's l00th birthday. Now thoughts turn to the next hundred years with the encouragement of juniors.

It is interesting to read in the Almonte Society's report: "While travelling about the country assisting with the judging of junior gardens for the past seven years, the Junior Committee seems to have stimulated interest among the farm women. Where there was just a pile of rubbish or stones thrown in a heap now appears a beautiful flower bed. The stones have been cleared away or used to make a retaining wall and the rubbish cleared away. This we attribute to interest shown in the children's gardens. Old sheds have colourful vines climbing up them and there were many beautiful window boxes set up as well. Many of these women are now members of the society and were top exhibitors at the fall show."

The District Annual Meeting was held in Deep River. To celebrate Deep River Society twentieth birthday, a tree planting ceremony was held during which the President of the Ontario Horticultural Association, Mrs. Geo. H. Lemke of Pembroke, the Mayor of Deep River and two charter members of the society planted Royalty Crabapple trees.

ALMONTE

Junior work is stressed in this society. The large number of entries received from juniors is attributed to regular monthly meetings held for their benefit. The adult show this year was the second largest ever held. It is interesting to note that one of Almonte's oldest citizens, a lady ninety-two years of age, had twelve entries in the flower show and won ten prizes. It is evident that being a horticulturist keeps one "young in spirit". Almonte also held a best centennial garden competition which showed encouraging results.

ARNPRIOR

Arnprior continues to be an active society with town beautification by public planting as the main activity. The society also had a good junior section. Members planted over one thousand tulip bulbs in front of the Town Hall.

BEACHBURG

Beachburg is a small society but what society can boast over fifty percent membership attendance at a district annual meeting. This society was the only group that entered the Indian Corn and Gourd Competition for juniors at the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. Flower beds were planted and maintained by this society through Beachburg.

CITY VIEW

This group is an example to the district of what a Horticultural Society can offer members even though they are next door to the information desk of the Central Experimental Farm. They make good use of experts within their own membership. Excellent junior entries were displayed at the fall show. Forty-six children's gardens were judged. A "Clean-Up" poster competition for juniors was the source of posters used in the adult campaign. A memorial stone with a bronze plaque in memory of the first settlers in Nepean Township was dedicated. An entry in the Central Canada Exhibition at Ottawa was a source of income as well as being a source of pride for the entire district.

DEEP RIVER

Deep River continues to grow in both membership and in the influence on the citizens of the town for beautification of property. In conjunction with the Town Council, a five-year plan for a planting project was set up. Deep River's tool loan service continue to draw and interest new members. Their garden competition took the form of a home beautification project which was judged upon completion.

EGANVILLE

Eganville is one of the most beautiful of the smaller towns, thanks to the local Horticultural Society. Trilliums used for table centrepieces at their Trillium Tea in May were later planted in gardens. Householders were asked to plant for centennial in the colours of red and white to be used with an old-time household article or piece of machinery.

GLOUCESTER

Gloucester sponsored an excellent Flower and Vegetable Show with twohundred and thirteen entries which is exceptionally good for a society with a membership of fifty-four. The society members made outdoor furniture and planted a Carleton Lodge Home For The Aged as worthy projects.

KEMPTVILLE

This group has improved their junior gardens during the past year. Their project was the planting at their local hospital. Other public planting by Kemptville sets a very good example for the town's citizens.

MANOTICK

With full support of all the citizens in Manotick this society could be a flourishing one indeed and could give so much to the community. The Executive needs more members to lend support. However, in spite of this setback, Manotick managed to have one hundred and fifty entries at their fall show and one hundred and sixty-one junior entries as well. Nine volumes of the Gardening Encyclopedia were donated to the Manotick Library.

OTTAWA

The Ottawa Society gives leadership to all societies in District 2. The Centennial Tulip Show at City Hall featured centennial decorations, flags and a wide array of costumes. The African Violet and Houseplant Show and Tea at the Church Hall in April was an excellent event. Both of these events should be a great inspiration to anyone to grow plants and flowers. Considerable public planting was done throughout the city. The society contributed a further sum of $500.00 to the City Parks and Recreation Department to purchase plants of Canadian origin for planting in the Centennial Garden. They also planted for those persons who could not plant themselves. Three thousand copies of their annual yearbook were distributed to every new homeowner which encouraged people to join the society as well as educate them in gardening. Regular educational meetings are the key to Ottawa's success.

PAKENHAM

Pakenham has managed to work in conjunction with the surrounding area as well as the town. A plaque was erected at the five span stone bridge, the only one of its kind in North America. Members assisted with Dominion Day celebrations featuring floats and costumes. Flowering Crabapple trees were planted at area churches and old-fashioned perennials at "Mill of Kintail", a historic site.

PEMBROKE

Pembroke has given the Ontario Horticultural Association two very fine presidents; namely, Mr. Harvey Fraser and Mrs. Geo. H. Lemke. This is certainly an encouragement for society members in the field of horticulture. Pembroke published a well-written and informative monthly newsletter. Their float in the Chamber of Commerce clean-up campaign won first prize. A Trillium Award (Trillium designed in metal which can be displayed on a lawn) was given to ten property owners whose land was judged to show the greatest pride of ownership and improvement.

PRESCOTT

This reactive society plans a better Prescott and District for the future. A float in three different parades was used to promote the work of the Prescott Society. They decorated the Community Centre for the Centennial Ball. As their centennial project they planted in Community Park. Prescott and Brockville exchange ideas and share projects as well as attend each other's meetings which has proved to great benefit to both societies.

RENFREW

Renfrew has certainly improved the Renfrew area with its good work in horticulture. Two parks were developed and one was dedicated and named after a faithful member, Mr. J. L. Forgie. A small triangle at the railway crossings is always a bright spot.

STITTSVILLE

This society is very community-minded and devotes a great deal of time and effort to what nature has given us as well as planting new trees on village streets.  The society acquired a wooded park, Alexander Grove, and assisted other groups with centennial activities in the park as some of their centennial projects. The junior groups is most encouraging to the community. Thirty-one junior gardens were judged.

