Ontario Horticultural Association, Annual Report, 1965

District No.2 LT.-COL. E. LISLE, Pakenham

A successful year in District 2 has drawn to a close and it is a pleasure for me to report that the Societies have been both active and successful in promoting their aims and objectives. The total membership now stands at slightly over 2,500 and, in general, activities have been extensive, interesting, and instructive.

Now more than ever, Horticultural Societies are needed to promote beautification and to instil that real love of Nature which can mean so much in our world of today. Societies in this District are making a valiant effort towards this end, but again it must be said that more and more emphasis should be placed on interesting young people - both teenagers and their immediate elders.

I wish to express my appreciation of the work done by our Assistant Director, Mrs. C. A. Herriott, especially in her part of the District.

ALMONTE - As in past years, public planting has been carried out, and plans are in hand to enlarge this program for Centennial Year. Junior activities have likewise been successfully continued, with emphasis on garden competitions, resulting in no less than 43 entries. Two Flower Shows were held.

ARNPRIOR- "Where there is a will, there is a way. After being dormant for four years, an interested group met in October to start anew, and now there is every indication that 1966 and future years will see another flourishing Society in District 2.

BEACHBURG - With an almost doubled membership, the Society enjoyed a successful year, particularly in public planting and junior work. Owing to unfavorable weather, flower exhibits by members at the Fall Fair were not as numerous as usual. Other activities included a bus trip to Ottawa during Tulip Week and distribution of daylilies. The Society played host to the District Annual Meeting in September to the enjoy­ment of all present.

CITY VIEW - The highlights of this Society's activities were the three Flower Shows, culminating in 500 entries at the Fall Show and many entries in the Junior section. Junior Garden Crests were awarded to winners in two competitions. The Society's first Year Book was pub­lished. An extensive garden competition was held in which all members were automatically entered, besides outings and meetings. For a Centen­nial project, the Society is planning a memorial to honor the memory of the early settlers in Nepean Township, with a perennial planting around it. Success also attended members' photo efforts in the winning of two firsts and one second in the District Competition.

DEEP RIVER - Membership has now reached 635, not including the Junior Garden Club membership of 69. A very extensive program of public planting was carried out, with the planting of no less than 280 trees and shrubs, besides some 1700 annuals. Two Flower Shows were held with 463 entries. Junior activities resulted in 20 entries in the Garden Com­petition and 100 entries in the Flower Show. The loan service to members of tools, etc., proved beneficial, besides making available some 30 tons of fertilizer. For Centennial Year, the sale of mountain ash and shrub roses is being continued. Investigation of local diseases which started with the Dutch Elm Disease is being extended to include pine and birch diseases.

EGANVILLE - Eganville's membership increased by over sixty percent. Flower Shows were held in conjunction with the six general meetings, under the title of "Growing for Showing". Flower beds and window boxes were planted, and a committee is now studying a program of planting and competitions for Centennial Year.

GLOUCESTER - One Flower Show was held with 307 entries, along with Flower and Vegetable Garden competitions. Junior work resulted in 68 entries from 20 members in the Flower Show. Public planting was started with 33 trees and shrubs planted at the Carleton Lodge For The Aged. A delightful Strawberry Social was greatly enjoyed, and a display and entries were exhibited at the Central Canada Exhibition. Planning for Centennial is under way.

KEMPTVILLE - The Society's ambitious public planting program has been continued with the planting of 42 trees and shrubs at the hospital and library, in addition to bulbs and annuals. Fertilizer and topsoil were also provided. Three Flower Shows were held with 500 entries and 80 by Juniors. Garden and window box competitions produced 17 entries. Other Junior activities included eight entries in the Garden competition, and free seed distribution. For Centennial Year it is hoped to have the present public planting programme completed.

MANOTICK - Two Flower Shows were held with over 250 entries and one Junior Show for flowers and vegetables, resulting in 105 entries. Other Junior activities included the distribution of flower seeds to 160 young­sters. A tour of the Experimental Farm and the Perkin Rose Gardens added greatly to the members' enjoyment. Public planting and a suitable Centennial project are proving difficult to arrange, mainly because of the location of the village in four different Townships.

OTTAWA - The activities of our Banner Society have been continued in the most creditable and enthusiastic manner. Five successful Flower Shows were held, and an ambitious public planting program carried out. General meetings afforded members opportunities to obtain a fund of knowledge on many and varied topics of interest to horticulturists. An outstanding event of the year was the annual outing to the world­famous Rose Gardens of Jackson and Perkins in Newark, N.Y. A beautiful display was staged at the Central Canada Exhibition. These and the many other activities of the Society all serve to promote horti­culture in our capital city and to aid in its beautification.

PAKENHAM-Their membership reached an all-time high of 228. Two Flower Shows were held, with participation by Juniors. Garden compe­titions for both members and Juniors were started with pleasing results, and the poster competitions produced many artistic displays. A Year­book was again issued and civic improvement projects were continued. A bus trip to Kingston and the Thousand Islands and the annual picnic at Hayden Farm were greatly enjoyed.

PEMBROKE - All phases of horticultural activity for which this Society is noted were successfully continued, including five seasonal Flower Shows, with a total of 709 entries. The outstanding project for the year was the planting of 101 trees and shrubs and 4,000 annuals, not to mention the work being done at the Pansy Patch Park - which is to be the Centennial project - along with the ordering of "Royalty" Crab Trees. This society is doing a tremendous job for the beautification of the City.

PRESCOTT - Due to unavoidable circumstances, progress has been slow with this new Society. However, steps are now being taken to establish it on a firm basis and the future is bright.

RENFREW - Four Flower Shows were held and an extensive program of public planting was carried out. Also, four general meetings took place. The Centennial project is the planting of the mountain ash which was begun in 1963. Over the years, this Society has played an important role in the life of the community and its continued efforts can do a great deal for the beautification of the town.

STITTSVILLE - Still young in years, this Society is to be commended for its work with Juniors, which resulted in 54 entries being placed in the three Flower Shows and 20 entries in the Garden competition. No less than ten open meetings were held, plus a picnic, along with demonstra­tions in flower arrangements and holiday decorations. The Society is assisting with the work being done at the Village Centennial Park, known as "Alexander's Grove".
