Ontario Horticultural Association, Annual Report, 1963

District No.2

Mrs. GEO. LEMKE, Pembroke

It was with a great deal of regret that District No. 2 learned of the resignation of Mrs. F. E. Haley as Director. Mrs. Haley gave unstintingly of her time and talents, and we miss her leadership greatly. I agreed to finish out her term of office and now, as I retire in June, I sincerely wish to thank all who have in any way encouraged me and helped me over the rough spots. It has been a great pleasure to me to visit many of the Societies in this District, and I greatly appreciate their co-operation.

ALMONTE

This Society does much work among the Juniors ​ Sponsoring the Scrap Book competition - distributing free plants to the Public and Separate Schools. Plants were also given to the Community Centre. Members completed the planting at the Cenotaph, and plan to increase their plantings around the Town. Two members attended the Judging School in Ottawa.

BEACHBURG

Sponsored school ground improvement competitions ​ Planted and cared for Village flower beds. Flower seeds were given to one school, and the flowers judged at the Fall Fair. Several children entered the Scrap Book Competition. A Book Award was donated to the District. There are thirty-six members in this Society.

CITYVIEW

This is a very active Society which has a membership of eighty-five. Co-operation with the Cityview Community Association, helped plant 321 trees. There are two Flower Shows, one Spring and one Fall, a Plant Show and a Plant Auction. Tuberous begonias and annuals were planted at two churches. They spon​sored a Junior garden competition, with 35 entries, and a Weed scrap book competition with six entries. Six exhibits at the Central Canada Exhibition proved very successful.

DEEP RIVER

is the second largest Society in District No.2, with a membership of 590. They have several special projects including

1. Deep River Hardiness Guide, prepared and publicized, with copies to be placed in the Library.

2. Recommendations regarding the beautification of Cedar Park, were sent to Council.

3. A Centennial Committee is working on a long-term beautification plan.

4. They are negotiating with Deep River Public Works Department to take over all flower beds.

Several hundred children were given flower seeds and vegetable seeds.

This Society has chosen the Mountain Ash and the Shrub Rose to plant as a Centennial project, and to date 320 trees and 530 roses have been planted. A tool "loan service" is carried on, and several

books have been donated to the Library. Sixty-five members canvassed the whole Town for members, and took orders for thirtytwo tons of fertilizer. Twenty-four garden plots were made available to members, and two flower beds were planted at the entrance to a neighbouring subdivision.

EGANVILLE

With a membership of 46, planted flower boxes and beds at the Tourist Information Bureau; also at the Post Office. Twenty pupils took part in Junior garden competition. They sponsored a Bird House competition for boys, and a Scrap Book competition for girls. Cards and Posters "Keep Eganville Clean" were distributed. Seventy-five tulip bulbs were given to each of the three schools.

GLOUCESTER

Sponsored the Scrap Book competition, planted bulbs around the new Township Office Buildings, and entered three classes in the Central Canada Exhibition. With a membership of fifty, two Flower Shows and a Strawberry Social were held.

KEMPTVILLE

Three competitions were sponsored 

1. Window Box

2. Home Beautification

3. Vegetable Gardens

as well as a large "Tulip Show" and a Fall Flower Show with 309 entries. A plant sale is conducted at the Hospital "HeyDay" with the proceeds going to the landscaping of the Hospital grounds. Flower beds in the Park are planted and maintained by this Society which has a membership of 140. They report excellent Press coverage of all events.

MANOTICK

67 members carry on the work of this Society. Looking ahead to Canada's Centennial Celebration, a Committee is working in co-operation with Village Officials in developing plans for a Tree and Shrub planting programme. Many outside Speakers were brought in, as well as members giving talks at meetings. The "Over Eighty" Club members receive Honorary Life Memberships. A Spring Flower Show and a Fall Flower & Vegetable Show are held. Social events are an annual Strawberry Social and a Picnic.

OTTAWA

This is the largest Society in District No.2, having 620 members. It is blessed with a number of qualified speakers and judges and is ever ready to lend a helping hand to other Societies and other Districts. Special projects this year included:

1. A planting project at the Home for the Blind, and also at the Good Companions' Club for Senior Citizens.

2. A garden competition; a 'telephone service for answering garden
questions is also conducted.

3. The decorating of the beautiful spiral staircase in Ottawa's City Hall during "Tulip Festival Time";

President H. A. Coulman and Mr. John Robinson took very active parts in the staging of Ottawa's "Festival of Flowers" in
connection with the "Tulip Festival".

Members arranged a small garden landscape in Horticultural Hall at Central Canada Exhibition. This display was staffed by Officers and Members throughout the Exhibition. Mr. John Robinson was presented with a Service Diploma in recognition of his fine work over the years. Our District owes a great debt to the Ottawa Society for all the help they give so freely.

PAKENHAM

The membership of this Society is 20'4::and each member receives a premium with membership. A Spring Flower Show and Tea was held, and flower boxes and urns were maintained on the Main Street. Members enjoyed a picnic, and in the Fall a trip up the Gatineau to view the fall foilage. A brochure of Spring Flowering Bulbs was sent to each member, to assist in ordering bulbs. Two members were presented with Service Diplomas.

PEMBROKE

For several years, this Society of 207 members has sponsored the sale of Flowering Crabs; their aim is to make Pembroke the "Apple Blossom Town of the Ottawa Valley". Some 1500 trees already have been planted. In September, 1963, District NO.2 was entertained by Pembroke at the Annual meeting with twelve of the thirteen Societies being represented. This Society carries on a very ambitious planting programme, having planted shrubs, etc., at both Hospitals, Public Library, County Court House, Church of England, as well as at "Pansey Patch" Park. Their newest project is the landscaping of the grounds of the Champlain Trail Museum. There are four main entrances to the Town of Pembroke, and this Society is now endeavouring to have all four planted in flower beds.

During the past spring, members canvassed local merchants and succeeded in selling fifty planted red cedar flower boxes to decorate Pembroke Street. They sponsor

1. Wild Flower Art competition

2. Scrap Book competition

3. Centennial Plaque competition

4. Local Photographic competition

A monthly bulletin is sent to each member. Two swap nights and garden tours are held each year. A bus was chartered, to take members to the "Festival of Flowers" in Ottawa.

Five Flower Shows were held.

RENFREW

This Society with a membership of 225 has chosen the Korean Mountain Ash as a Centennial tree, and already 118 have been planted. Five Flower Shows were held, with 817 entries in all. A Photographic competition was held, and one member won first prize in one class in the Ontario competition. Renfrew Society maintains the Parks in the Town, receiving a grant from the Town for this purpose. Several Ottawa Speakers were guests during the year.

STITTSVILLE

Our newest Society has had a very busy year, their main project being the landscaping of the Village Office Buildings. A Spring Flower Show was held, as well as tours of members' gardens, and the Ottawa "Mum Show". They took first prize on their display at the Richmond Fair.

