Ontario Horticultural Association, Annual Report, 1962
District No.2

MRS. J. G. HALEY, Kars.

Again I wish to thank my gracious and kindly assistant Mrs. George H. Lemke of Pembroke and all the Societies in our District for the warm hospitality and splendid co-operation. It has been a pleasure to know and serve you.

A report of NO.2 District Flower show instruction and Judging course held in our district.

In 1960 Mrs. N. Lindsay, President of Renfrew Horticultural Society presented yours truly with the necessary resolution, which duly reached Toronto Headquarters and then complications set in. Yes, it was a good thing, would give organizing help - a lot of it, but there would be no financial help, and our district pot of gold, all of $75.00 yearly, would disappear before one day's lessons were completed. Purposed location ­the neighbouring Agriculture School was willing to harbour our students - no meals, though, during holiday time.

Outside teachers were willing, and a fee, a fair fee that is, for how many teachers, oh that pot of gold again. It would disappear with the first half day's work.

Our pencil was worn to a stub.

Then the grapevine told us we were guinea pigs. I wonder if the word "delighted" can be used here. A detour brought us back to Ottawa.

And suppose we start with teachers. Five immediate refusals followed, another refusal and I would try no more.

Then one night, by coincidence, we approached Mr. John Frith. Mr. Frith's reply to our requests: "If I can in any way be of any assistance, teaching or wherever I may help, it will be my pleasure". "Please don't even mention finances."

Then the leaves began to fall into place. Each request for teachers was generously granted, use of study facilities was kindly received and generously granted and F. E. Haley, President of Manotick Horticultural Society, was willing, if necessary to underwrite this venture.

The result, and average of 32 students from 9 societies attended our 10 sessions held at the Central Experimental Farm, in the conference room of the Neatby building. From class room to see varieties growing in perfection and profusion, was a rare privilege.

Our teachers were numbered among the keenest and wisest horti­culturists in our district.

I shall name these tried and true friends:

1961

Mr. John Frith- Iris

Mr. W. Oliver- Roses

Mr. W. M. Cavaye- Annuals

Miss J. Brown- Decoratives

Mr. A. Maginnis- Vegetables

1962

Mr. D. Cameron & Mr. R. Briggs - Narcissi 

Mr. C. stewart- Peonies

Mr. A. Maginnis- Perenials

Mr. A. R. Buckley- Gladiolus

Just a note here - the courtesy and co-operation of the Central Experimental Farm Officials - Dr. Grant Carman and Mr. L. Belle  fleur, could not have been finer and contributed greatly towards the venture's success.

So our first stepping stone to Flower and show judging has been laid, and new judges started on their way.

A most successful District meeting was held on September 29th, 1962 at City View with 140 delegates representing 13 societies being present. This was the first time in many years that 100% of societies in the district were present.

The programme highlights were - a talk by Mr. Arthur Buckley, Curator of the Arboretum, showing plants etc., that were being grown at the Experimental Farm. Dr. Banfield after dinner speaker, gave an illustrated talk on flowers growing in the Arctic Circle.

Other programme notes - Book awards were presented to several members for outstanding work in various classes. The gift books were Horticultural treasures, generously donated by members from our district for outstanding work. Also each society president received a silver maple leaf pin.

Again we wish to thank our host Society of City View for warm open hospitality generously given. Every arrangement was made for our pleasure and convenience, and enjoyed to the full by our members and friends.

ALMONTE - For the first time in this society and possibly in the district a small bulletin of special interest to the juniors was printed and distributed. By the favourable comments of the parents and the extra interest shown by the children, it is likely to become a permanent feature.

Miss Gladys Skuffham received Silver Trillium Pin Award, a high honor, awarded by the Ontario Horticultural Association.

BEACHBURG - In proportion to its size, this society carried one of the heaviest programmes in the district. Two especially noteworthy pro­jects: (1) Junior Work and (2) 1962 planting of 29 flowering crab apple trees in this community.

CITY VIEW - An excellent and well organized year's work included two large flower shows. The flower arrangements entries were truly beautiful. For hosting our most successful district meeting, again, thank you.

DEEP RIVER - Junior work is blossoming, more than 300 children received flower and vegetable seeds free of charge. The garden tool loan service continued on an enlarged scale. Also a community garden plot was sponsored which enabled 40 members, who have no space at their homes, to have vegetable and flower gardens.

EGANVILLE - Three undertakings were unique:

1. A society emblem (Crimson King Maple Leaf) was chosen.

2. A large number of Crimson King maple trees were bought by the society and sold at reduced prices to members and residents to beautify Eganville.

3. A "Keep Eganville Clean" programme was sponsored and carried through successfully.

4. A bird house competition was held for the school pupils. Another first in the district.

GLOUCESTER - A junior poster competition assisted in advertising this society. Their fall flower show and vegetable show is outstand­ing in quality.

KEMPTVILLE - One of our finest community services is the mainten­ance of flower beds in the town and the landscaping of the Kempt­ville District Hospital Grounds. It also joined with the community in its annual "Hospital Hey Day" to realize funds by the sale of plants and garden supplies.

MANOTICK - Joined with the community in the purchase of trees and shrubs to beautify public and private grounds. Still carrying on an exceptional junior programme. Its November photographic compe­tition is one of perfection.

OTTAWA-Outstanding organization by the President, Secretary and executive results in success in a wide area of horticultural work. For this our largest society in District No.2, unfortunately, space does not permit details of reports of excellent shows, splendid society and community work progressing successfully each year.

Each meeting was planned to provide excellent horticultural information and pleasure. One jewel in the year's programme was a privileged visit in June to the Iris and Peony Test Gardens at the Central Experimental Farm. This event was personally conducted by Mr. A. R. Buckley, curator of the Arboretum.

Special projects included planting the fragant window boxes for the "Home for the Blind" and planting tuberous begonias at the "Good Companion Club". The summer outing included a visit to "Upper Canada Village".

The African Violet Group is affiliated to this society. This is a friendly group of specialists, well organized and enjoyably promoting a horticultural hobby.

The notable request of the year was from Mayor Charlotte Whitton to decorate the reception rooms and the famous City Hall Stairway for the official visit of the Queen Mother.

PAKENHAM - This society graciously balances horticulture and social programme. Its president and executive's fine creed has been to give fully and generously to further horticultural interests with as little financial cost as possible. They plan fewer programmes but fuller in content. Thus each meeting was a horticultural feast. A prime example, many societies accepted invitations to attend the Novem­ber meeting, when Mr. J. Weall of Guelph, a chalk artist and top notch horticulturist, was guest speaker. Pakenham's meetings are always well received with high attendance.

Another special event was a one day work shop, teaching the making of Corsages and flower arrangements, with teachers, Mrs. J. Cowan and Mrs. D. Perrin of Ottawa.

PEMBROKE - The vitality of this group is amazing and their pro­gramme the heaviest of our northern area with one successful endeavour added to another. Some reasons why - Mrs. Findlay's monthly bulletins, carefully planned and varied programmes in which each one shares. Nearly 500 flowering crab apple trees were planted in the district. A Tulip Tea in May is this society's only fundraising project.

RENFREW - Increased activity in this society is shown especially in the meetings and its shows. Park maintenance is one of its heaviest and is its main endeavour. Mrs. N. Lindsay presented the resolution requesting a Judging Course in this area and gave continued sup­port.

STITTSVILLE - We have had the pleasure of adding a new society to our district. Before these members joined the Ontario Horticultural Association, they had begun a project of landscaping the public school grounds. Off to a good start with regular monthly meetings, visits to neighbouring societies and nurseries. It is an inspiration to see the enthusiastic young gardeners carrying forward their spendid work. Both members and community are enriched by their efforts.
