Ontario Horticultural Association, Annual Report, 1953

Report of Superintendent

F. A. LASHLEY, Department of Agriculture, Parliament Bldgs., Toronto.

HORTICULTURAL Societies have reason to feel proud of their wonderful

achievements and the many and varied projects which were carried through to a successful conclusion during 1953. Practically every county and district in Ontario experienced a beneficial effect of these service organizations. The beauti­fication of our homes and surroundings was continued and in many instances greatly extended. Many new programmes were undertaken and keener interest created in horticultural activity by the membership as a whole.

May I pause for a moment to congratulate all of you on the splendid con­tribution which you are making toward the welfare of Ontario. Through your combined efforts you are not only making our country more beautiful but you are providing an opportunity for thousands of people to become better citizens. One finds it difficult to associate evil thoughts and action with the growing of flowers. Their beauty and fragrance reveal, even to the most skeptic, the presence of a higher being. Perhaps it is on this point we should place the emphasis and congratulate ourselves on being granted these great blessings. It was Henry Ward Beecher who said we should so live and labour in our time that what came to us as seed may go to the next generation as blossom, and that which came to us as blossom may go to them as fruit. That is what we mean by progress. It was a pleasure and privilege to assist Societies to do a better job and to carry out the responsibilities expected of them. We were happy to see new Societies being organized and to have reports of increased membership.

I would like also to congratulate the Association on the very excellent pro­gramme being presented for your benefit at this annual convention. We have a tendency at times to take too much for granted when events of this nature are being planned. Seldom do we stop to consider fully the amount of work that is involved in arranging all the details. The fact you have such a capable board and an efficient secretary in John F. Clark assures those attending of something really worth while. It is my hope every delegate will derive inspiration and encouragement to the extent that it will be passed on to other enthusiastic horticulturalists back home.

As usual I wasn't privileged to attend very many of your meetings. Through Mr. Clark, !however, I kept myself fairly up to date on developments and happenings in horticulture. Reports received from secretaries and district repre­sentatives were most helpful in this respect.

Statistics


A total of 200 Horticultural Societies functioned during the year. These

report a membership of 34,938, an increase of 2,027 over the previous year.

There were 5 new Societies organized, namely, Michipicoten, Etobicoke, Napanee, Mount Forest and HiIlsburg. Three Societies were dissolved-Mitchell, Vine­mount and Oil Springs.

Grants

The appropriation for grants to Horticultural Societies remained the same as a year ago-$20,000.OO. In calculating grants the factor used on basis of membership was 19.07 and on expenditure 15.9. A total of $103,415.00 was spent by Societies in support of horticulture.

'I'he maximum grant of $500.00 provided by the Act was earned by four Societies-Chatham, Waterloo, Kitchener and Guelph.

Grouping of Societies on basis of grant earned­


Up to $50.00
67 Societies


$51.00 to $100.00
69


$101.00 to $200.00
35


$201.00 to $300.00
13
"


$301.00 to $400.00
5
"


$401.00 to $500.00
6
"

Listing of grants paid to Societies in 1953 may be found at end of report.

Society Activities


Of the 200 Societies, all of which were asked to supply information, 165


or 82.5% responded.


96 Societies show an increase in membership over 1952.


73 Societies show a decrease from 1952.


134 Societies have done public planting. Some is new work, much of it in the way of maintenance of previous undertaking.


49 Societies state they conducted some form of garden competition. This is


a definite increase and a good sign. In some cases there were competitions


for junior members.


% Societies had a flower or vegetable show for children. In many cases this


was part of the adult show.


51 Societies had a junior programme other than a show or garden competition.


This is also an increase over last year.

1,024 Board of Director meetings were held by the 165 Societies reporting. This


is an average of six meetings per Society.


797 Public meetings were held by the reporting Societies. This does not mean


all Societies met regularly, as some hold only a couple of meetings per


year. Those holding mon1'hly meetings bring up the average.


1,104 Delegates attended district meetings. Not all of these were voting members.


The number is increased by the fact that the host Society might have


twenty or thirty members present.

85 Societies list various types of programme other than shows, garden com­

petitions and junior work. These include:­


Garden and nursery tours.
Visits to greenhouses


Garden parties.
Sale of plants.


Sale of cooking and fancy work.
Tree planting.


Demonstrations.
Distribution of seeds.


Plant exchange.
Dinner meetings.

Tree planting was The large item, due to the Coronation. Hundreds of trees were planted in various ceremonies.

It is gratifying to note that public planting continues high in the list of activities. This is always encouraging. Kitchener is again the heavy spender in this field, largely due to big civic grant and much maintenance work. Chatham is second, in much the same category.

Twenty Societies sent us monthly notices, thus keeping us informed of their

activities. These include­


Clover Leaf
Brantford

London Hamilton

Ottawa Scarboro

Swansea Sunnylea

Mimico Oshawa

Etobicoke Twp. New Toronto St. Clair Richmond Hill Glen Park

Port Arthur North Toronto Niagara Falls North York Agincourt

Highlights

Leaside took over a neglected spot at an important intersection and levelled, fertilized and planted the area with a Coronation theme of white and blue petunias and red geraniums, which delighted the hundreds passing daily in summer.

A floral float was entered in the Lion's Parade during Carnival week, de­picting Her Majesty on a Royal Mount. This proved very .colourful and won not only public acclaim, but took first prize. It pays to advertise.

Pembroke has 183 members, held five flower shows with 102 exhibitors making 669 entries; 42 children exhibited 120 entries in the junior show. A cake sale brought in $30.00 which helped to buy a soil tester for use of the members. Mrs. J. W. M. Findlay won third prize in the senior Wild Flower Essay Com­petition. Society is building up a film library. Nine regular meetings and nine Executive meetings were held.

Ottawa held seven flower shows, and placed an educational garden in the Central Canada Exhibition, also encouraging tulip planting throughout the city as part of the 1954 Festival; 30 attended the district meeting. The Society also sponsored a series of garden meetings for churches, clubs and other organizations.

Barrie conducted a home beautification contest, also featured a weekly garden column in the local paper. They entered a float in the centennial parade; spon­sored three tours and an extra one to the Royal Winter Fair.

Stratford co-operated in beautifying immediate surroundings 0.£ the theatre featuring the Shakespearean Festival. A great deal of work was done at Avalon Park, turning an ugly place into a thing of real beauty. About 700 hours of work was done on this project.

Fort Erie increased its membership and held sales and exchanges of bulbs and plants. A ramble was sponsored with about 25 members taking the nature hike under the leadership of President A. W. Miller.

Hamilton planted 40 trees on a new street, held ten monthly shows and a two day rose show. There were 12 board meetings and 13 public meetings; 60 attended the summer district meeting. Organized trips were made to Winona, Kitchener, Royal Winter Fair, McConnell Nurseries, and a very successful one to Jackson & Perkins Nursery in Newark, N.J.

Etobicoke did public planting at a local schoo], held three shows, seven board meetings and nine public meetings. The Society also sponsored a Coronation tree planting event by the children, floral arrangement classes, plant sale, and a garden chat in a monthly bulletin to the members.

Michipicoten planted trees at the hospital and cenotaph, held a flower show,

eight board meetings, distributed bulbs and offered advice on beautification.

Chesley placed a display at the Fall Fair, also planted trees at District High

School and Hospital grounds.

Timmins did public planting, again featured the fine annual flower show in McIntyre Arena; held 18 board meetings, four public meetings and sponsored special town garden competition.

Greater windsor co-operated with Essex Scottish Ladies in putting on a fine flower show. Had fourth place winner in Essay Competition. He]d 12 board meetings and 7 open meetings. Did public planting at Community Hall.

Bronte planted and maintained part of Gore Park, sponsored a bus trip to Li]y Show, annual banquet and plant sale, held contests on building bird feeding stations for winter.

Chatham planted 150 Norway maples on city streets, .and planted 200 addi­tional trees in nursery. Removed deceased elms and treated soil.

Early Records

The following statistics show conditions about the time the O.H.A. came into being:­

1906-A total of 63 Societies with a membership of 2,700.

1907-A total of 61 Societies with a membership of 6,400.

1908-New Societies organized in Amherstburg, Sault Ste. Marie and Walkerville.

1909-0shawa and Whitby.

191O-Caledonia, Milton, Haileybury.

1911-Berlin (now Kitchener), St. Marys, Weston, Winchester.

1912-Chesterville, Fort William, Markdale, Sudbury.

1913-Dundalk, High Park, Paris.

1914-N ewcastle, Streetsville, Carleton Place.

1915-Cayuga, Chatham, Richmond Hill.

1916-0rillia and Thornhill.

1917- Blenheim, Ingersoll, Wallaceburg.

1918-Agincourt, Niagara Falls, Welland.

1919-Aurora, Fenelon Falls, New Toronto, Prescott.

1920-Ayr, Burlington, Chesley, Dresden, Gananoque, Leamington, Mark­ham, Midland, Ridgetown, Riverdale, Rockwood, Rodney, Sa mia, Southampton, West Lome.

1921-Almonte, Brooklin, Creemore, Glencoe, Iroquois Falls, Mimico, Roselands, Orono, Preston, St. George, Watford.

It is interesting to note the annual grants to Horticultural Societies which amount to $20,000.00 at present were $g,Ooo.OO in 1907, $10,000.00 in 1909 and $12,000.00 in 1912.

Constitution and By-Laws

Two Societies, namely, Toronto and Hamilton, are to be congratulated on having a constitution and by-laws drawn up. Copies were supplied each of their members, also our office.

YearBooks

Among the Societies issuing year books were Guelph, Ottawa, Orillia, Sunny­lea, Elora-Salem, Clover Leaf, Niagara Falls, Oshawa and North Toronto. These books were well prepared and will serve a most useful purpose among the membership. May we suggest copies be placed in local libraries, also that some be preserved for historical use in later years.

It was pleasing to observe that Orillia, Guelph and Ottawa year books gave special recognition to Coronation Year. Elora-Salem Society distributed a fine anniversary number on occasion of their lOOth year of activities.

Annual Returns

Once again we would remind Societies that in accordance with the Horti­cultural Societies Act statements listing officers, members and finances shall be forwarded to the Minister of Agriculture within two weeks of holding the annual meeting. Also the annual meeting shall be held during the month of January or such other month as the Superintendent may approve. A few Societies have been given permission to hold annual meetings at other times. The great majority follow the Act and hold annual meeting in January, but you will be interested to know that only 65% have to date filed complete returns with our office.

To save correspondence and much unnecessary work financial statements should be carefully checked and signed by the elected auditors and Society officers. The most common error is in the balance brought forward from the previous year's statement. Special attention to these matters would help us in more efficient administration of the Act, particularly as it applies to grants.

In concluding this report I feel you would want me to extend a word of thanks to our staff members-John F. Clark, Alex McTaggart, Miss Ora Wick­ware, Miss Doris Nicol, Mrs. Maud Walsh and Miss Doreen Meecham. Like myself, they too have enjoyed working in the interests of Horticultural Societies and this Association. We all appreciate the fact that the cause is a noble one and in doing our little bit we have along with you contributed toward the beautification of this good old province of Ontario.

