Annual Report 2000 - 2001

District Director, Eloise Schumacher
The Magic Year 2000 arrived and it was my second year as District Director. Our District had the wettest Spring on record but every District completed their schedules of events with great success- despite problems like an electrical storm leaving a plant sale indoors without lights...a garden walk having to be canceled because of the rain- and re-scheduled for another time! Most of the members planted the O/H/A/ Millennium Tulips and had glorious gardens. Grimsby Garden Club sold every business and school and private homes the beautiful pink tulips and indeed turned Grimsby PINK! The Stamford Society had to give up their charter in October because their members were too frail to attend meetings. It was sad- but we had a closing party with a sing-along and lots of tributes to the past accomplishments of the Society. The local newspaper did a great story for us. Many of the Clubs and Societies planted Millennium Maple Trees and the enthusiasm is alive and well in District 9. We closed the year by adding a new group- The Lincoln Garden Club and Horticultural Society from Beamsville. So, as Director, I started Year 2000 with 13 Societies and ended with 13 wonderful Garden Clubs and Horticultural Societies.
Annual Report, 1996/1997
District 9 consists of 3 garden club and 10 societies. This District is located between the shores of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, south of Grimsby to the Niagara River. Most Clubs have regular monthly meetings "in season" September - June. Societies kept the membership informed with yearbooks and published newsletters on a regular basis. Membership is holding steady. The annual meeting was held in the town of Dunnville. All societies and Garden Clubs were represented. Speaker Don Mathews spoke of the importance of honouring members before it is too late. The Stamford Society was awarded the Doris Lightheart (former O.H.A. President) trophy. This award is annually presented to a Society or Garden Club for the most increase in membership. The financial status of the societies range from fair to good. Besides Provincial grants, Municipal grants and other donations most societies had spring plant sales, walking and Garden Tours and other fund raising projects to help their treasury. Most speakers were drawn from the School of Horticulture, Master Gardeners, Garden Centres and Greenhouses. One Garden Club celebrated their 70th anniversary and another Garden Club their 60th. Societies reported that they had mini shows as part of their regular monthly meetings. Most of them had a major Rose and Flower Show in spring and summer and some in early fall. Societies were very active in the community. They planted and maintained flower beds and flower window boxes. In addition trees were planted. More societies showed an interest in the youth program. Demonstrations of bulb planting were given and Juniors were encouraged to enter at monthly and annual flower shows. Scholarships were provided for students who continue their education in the Horticultural field. There is a shortage of Qualified Judges and plans are made to arrange courses to judge at the local level.
Annual Report, 1995/1996
District Director:(1995/96)Lydia Szukis
This is a compact district with growing zones 6 and 7b. In 1995, permanent dates were set for our spring and fall meetings.  The fall forum will be held at the Niagara Parks School of Horticulture on the last Saturday in September.  This will be hosted by one of the 5 closest societies.  The spring or annual meeting will be held at the location of the host society.  The date set will be the last Friday evening of April.  Societies are to take their turn alphabetically to host the meeting.

The district has voted to provide prizes for students who win at the local Science Fair.

In our district, there is only one formally set up Junior Horticultural group although most societies list a number for junior membership.  These young people enter in junior classes in their flower shows but do not participate in regular junior meetings.  

Five of our societies have had garden tours and have found this activity to be a very worthwhile venture.  All our groups do public planting, maintain flower beds, plant trees, shrubs, and bulbs.  Most have different forms of plant sales, from a two day event to a plant table at regular meetings.
Membership is generally holding steady, fluctuation up or down has been small.  Most members seem to be senior citizens.  It is difficult to get a younger membership when parents are so busy getting children to hockey, music and school related activities.

