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Note: if you are no longer the leader, then please pass it along to the proper person. Also, I would be very pleased to be informed of any name/address changes as well as some of your group’s highlights/projects. Rad Dad
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Let everyone see how much fun you had on your visit to Muskoka by drawing you and your family on the rocks
beside this Muskoka Chair!
Then colour it, fill out your name and age, and drop it off at one of our Visitor Centres -- We'll put it in our great
big “My Muskoka Chair” Scrapbook for everyone to see! Include a photo of you and your family if you like.




MY MUSKOKA CHAIR

Picked up at the Bethune Memorial House Museum 235 John St. North, Gravenhurst, ON
Dragon Fly Bug Craft 

Sources: www.craftathome.net 
by Susan Spatone

What you will need: Jumbo craft sticks, 5 cm / 2” oval wooden piece, 4cm / 1 ½” oval wooden piece, 2 cm or 3 cm / ½” or ¾” round wooden pieces for the eyes (fun foam shapes can be substituted), paint, glitter paint, clear packaging tape or clear contact paper, black permanent marker, glue.

What to do: 

1. Paint all the wooden pieces and set them aside to dry. 

2. Print out the dragon fly wing pattern. Put two pieces of tape or contact paper sticky sides together.  Place the tape on top of the wing pattern and trace them onto the tape.  Make two of each pattern. Cut the wings out. When your paint is dry glue the wings to the top of the jumbo craft stick with the larger wings on top as shown. 

3. Glue the large oval over the wings.  

4. Glue the eyes on each side of the small oval and then glue that piece onto underside of the [image: image1.png]


large oval. 

Copyrighted and for church, school or home use only.
NEW YEARS PARTY HATS

These hats can be used as a craft at your New Years Party or you can print the pattern out smaller and use them on your table as place setting. Just print the name of each person who attends your party on the back of the hat. 

What you will need: Bright colors of card stock, New Years confetti, glue or tape, glitter paints, and scissors. 

What to do: 
1. Roll your paper into a cone shape. Cut off the extras paper at the bottom of the cone shape to make it rounded. Use your first hat as a pattern to cut out more hats from different colors of paper. 

2. Cut out pretty shapes to glue onto the top of the hats or use ribbon and other decorative objects. 

3. Glue the hats together and then glue on sequins or use glitter paint to decorate them.
Note: Picture on page 06

Beaded Snowflake Craft
This craft can be done with children as young as five years old with a little help. 

What you will need: Gold or silver chenille stems (at least three per snowflake), Clear beads, (25 mm clear sunburst beads for the center of the snow flake), and any of the following: 12 mm sunburst beads, clear pony beads, 8 mm faceted beads, or any other beads you can find. See-through pastel beads would also look nice.
What to do:
1. Start with 3 chenille stems and one 25 mm sunburst bead. Insert the three chenille stems through the hole in the sunburst bead so the stems are centered (same length on both sides of the bead). Fold the steams out evenly spaced to form the framework of the snowflake.  Add beads to the spokes of the snowflake. Experiment with different sizes and shapes.  Connect two spokes by putting one bead through two chenille stem spokes. Be creative! There is no one way to make a snowflake. If you don’t like what you come up with, you can always take it apart and start over.  To finish the snowflake, cut of the excess chenille stem and fold the end into the last bead on the stem.  When you are happy with your design add some fishing line to hang it up.
Leaf and Flower Print Bandanna Craft 

What you will need: White bandannas or squares of white cotton material, an assortment of fresh leaves and flowers, and a rubber mallet.

What to do: 

1. Place waxed paper on a sturdy table. On top of the waxed paper place some fresh leaves and flowers. Place your bandanna on top. 

2. Use a rubber mallet to pound gently on the bandanna over top of the areas where there are leaves and flowers until the color from the leaves or flowers come through the material.  Continue this way with other leaves and flowers until the entire bandanna is covered. 
3. The bandannas will be washable, but don’t use Clorox or a strong detergent when washing

TURTLE CRITTTER

Materials

1 - 10 cm / 4 inch clay pot saucer
tacky glue
green patio paint
green and orange foam
Wiggly eyes

Instructions

Paint your clay pot saucer green and allow it to dry completely.  Cut out pattern pieces from green foam and referring to the photo, glue foam legs and head in place.  Cut out a few bits of orange and green foam pieces and glue to the saucer randomly.  
Glue wiggly eyes, one to each side of the head.

Note:  
My nephew used tacky glue for this project and so far it’s holding up well outdoors, but I don’t move it around when it’s wet either.  If you plan on outdoor use, you should use a silicone based glue like household goop or E6000 (this glue is not safe for children, so please be sure to have an adult use this glue)
Note: Pattern on page 04
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Rustic Stick Frame 

Source:  www.makingfriends.com
You need: 

- 12 sticks

- low temperature glue gun

- twine

Instructions

Gather sticks from your backyard or a walk in the woods. Select straight sticks from 1 cm to 2 cm / ¼” to ½” thick. 

Strip off any leaves or branches and break 6 of the sticks to 28 cm / 11” length. Break the other 6 to 23 cm / 9” lengths.

Arrange the sticks to form your picture frame using a glue gun to tack the sticks in place. Wrap the four corners with twine as shown and glue ends in place on the back. 

Trim your photo to fit. Glue to the back of frame at corners. Cut and glue a 15 cm / 6” piece of twine to back of photo for hanging.
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NEOTONY

From: Gardening with Beryl

I loved this word Neoteny, .meaning a little more than the retaining of a youthful appearance, although that is of course part of it. Neoteny is the retention of all the wonderful qualities that we associate with youth: curiosity, playfulness, eagerness, fearlessness, warmth, energy, love.  Unlike those defeated by time and age ( and taxes), we have remained open, willing to take risks, hungry for knowledge and experience, courageous, and eager to see what the new day brings. Time and loss steal the zest from the unlucky, and leave them looking longingly at the past.  Neoteny is a metaphor for the quality – the gift that keeps the fortunate of any age focused on all the marvellous undiscovered things to come.  Frank Gehry still designs buildings that make architects half his age gasp with envy. Neoteny is what makes him lace up his skates and whirl around the ice-rink, while visionary buildings come and dance inside his head,  We too practice neoteny,  we plan, we dream and hope, look forward, always looking forward to next year . We are so lucky – we have our gardens even if our health is a little fragile right now.

SUMACADE

From: Gardening with Beryl

I have been asked about a drink that I sometimes make called Sumacade It makes a refreshing although acid drink, somewhat similar as lemonade.  The Indians loved it and made it often.  Sumac is a woody shrub with velvety branches and feathery leaflets, growing in dry open fields (and under my windows) from Maine to Manitoba and southwest. It grows along the roadsides, do not gather it there, it has been sprayed with salt in the winter – and who knows what in the spring and summer. 
I gather the full ripe heads of tightly clustered “berries” – if at all possible do this before a thunderstorm. Put the whole heads into a container; cover them with cool (well water if at all possible) water

And beat them with a block of wood. Strain this juice at least twice to remove the malic acid hairs and any other debris.  This drink is delicious on a hot afternoon – I prefer mine sweetened with honey – but it can be drunk neat.  

For youth leaders: You can make this into an alcoholic drink if you wish – a sumac Collins is wonderful.  Just be very careful as to how much you drink – let someone else drive!!
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New Year Party Hats craft pg 02
Low Calorie Cranberry Float
Source: W.C.T.U Yonge St Toronto
60 mL water

- ¼ cup

45 mL lemon juice
- 1 tbsp

60 mL dried milk powder - ¼ cup
15 mL liquid sweetener - 1 tsp

Beat with rotary egg beater until stiff

01L low-cal cranberry juice - 4 cup

1 pkg. sugar-free orangeade mix.

Combine

Gradually beat into milk mixture

Pour into glasses

Sprinkle with nutmeg

Serve immediately

Have liquids chilled

Serves 6

SPACE SEEDS RETURN 
FOR FINAL NSTALLMENT OF “TOMATOSPHERE”

www.ridgetownc.com/agrilinks/scoops.cfm 08/15/05
From a Release-University of Guelph-When the space shuttle Discovery returned safely to Earth, it brought some 500,000 Heinz tomato seeds that will be used in an ongoing space science and education outreach project involving the University of Guelph, the Canadian Space Agency, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the Ontario Centres of Excellence, Stokes Seeds Ltd. and Heinz Canada. The seeds will eventually be distributed to thousands of classrooms across Canada to be tested by students in grades 3 to 10. 


The students are responsible for planting, germinating and taking care of the plants, then recording and submitting germination rates and growth data to Guelph researchers.
“The goal of Tomatosphere is to infuse students with enthusiasm for space science and science in general,” said Mike Dixon, chair of Guelph’s Department of Environmental Biology, who is leading the project. “As we move closer to witnessing the first mission to Mars, we recognize that the Canadian horticultural mission specialist on that inaugural trip is in Grade 3 today.”

The seeds, which have been in orbit for 18 months, are the second shipment sent into space by the Tomatosphere team. The first seeds went into space aboard the shuttle Endeavour on CSA president, Marc Garneau’s last mission. The current batch entered space aboard a Russian Progress rocket in January 2004.

Dixon challenges students to find interesting results in the plants that grow from these seeds because they’ve spent the past year and a half under the unique conditions found in the space environment aboard the International Space Station.
The scientific goal is to determine whether tomato seeds exposed to extended periods aboard space craft, such as a trip to Mars, will germinate and grow normally and provide astronauts with sufficient supplies of food, water and oxygen as part of a life-support system on Mars.

Tomatosphere provides students with new knowledge about plant biology and space science and involves them in the scientific process. According to Canadian Space Agency astronaut Bob Thirsk: “Students learn best when they make discoveries on their own, and the hands-on experimental approach of this educational project is undoubtedly the primary reason for its success

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ

Source: Daytripping Nov/Dec 2004

1 – What is the biggest selling 
     Christmas single of all times?

2 – What was Santa’s first name?

3 – Where was I when I saw mommy

     kissing Santa Claus?

4 – Which three reindeer names begin
     with the letter “D”?

5 – What did my true love send me on
     the 6th day of Christmas?

6 – In what city did “Miracle on 34th 

     Street” take place?
7 – Which two animals kept time with
     the Little Drummer Boy?

8 – On the night before Christmas, 
     where were the stockings hung?

9 – What is the last ghost called in
     “A Christmas Carol”?


PUMPKIN PAPIER MACHE

Source: www.activityvilllage.co.uk
By Helen Pope
Every year we spend a fortune on pumpkins.  Then we make a huge mess carving them, but since display pumpkins don’t really have good “meat” and baking pumpkins don’t make great jack o’ lanterns and we throw away the innards.  Then, as the pumpkin rots on the front porch, or the squirrels and other critters sneak up to gnaw on them, we have to explain to the little ones why they can’t keep them.
Alternatively, we can have permanent pumpkins (which do cause a storage problem!) Instead of paying $$$ for the ones you buy ... why not spend a messy afternoon or two with the kids?
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You will need:

Balloons (the rounder the better)
Paper mache mix OR newspapers, flour and water
Something to stand them in to dry
Paint - lots of orange, some green and brown

Instructions:

Blow up the balloons to pumpkin size. Cover them with paper mache (either following the manufacturer’s instructions, or by mixing flour and water to a gloopy liquid and stripping newspaper to layer on the balloon with the flour paste) to make a roundish shape. 

Let them dry. Some products let you bake the object at 150 degrees to get it dry the same day. Remove the balloon. Add more paper mache to reshape until you are satisfied with the size and shape of your pumpkin.

Bonus: if you like, before the paper mache gets too thick, cut out a jack o ‘lantern face.

When the pumpkin is well and truly dry, paint!

I’ve bought orange spray paint, and then several shades of orange craft paint. I sprayed the pumpkin orange, and then used the other shades to make it more realistic. It was less expensive and less time consuming, than painting the whole thing orange and didn’t risk getting the pumpkin soggy.

If you’ve made a stem, use the brown and green to paint it.

TADA - pumpkins! And they’ll be there next year too! Or, since they were cheap, you can do it again next year (and if you store the paint properly, you can use the leftovers.)
More: Christmas Trivia Quiz
10 – What colour is “The Grinch who Stole Christmas?

11 – In the movie “The Santa Claus”, who is a star player?

12 – What did the traffic op holler to Frosty?

13 – What holiday drink contains sugar, milk and eggs?
14 – Which reindeer isn’t mentioned in “The Night before Christmas”?

15 – Which Christmas carol contains “Fa-la-la-la-la-la…La-la-la-la?

16 – What are the glittery strands we hang on Christmas trees called?

Ridgetown Horticultural Society Fall Flower Show
Note: The Youth are first on the show schedule.
DIVISION ONE – “KIDS CORNER” 
Section One: 
Specimen (cut) Blooms 
Class:

01 – Mums, garden type
1 spray

02 – Asters


1 stem

03 – Marigold


3 stems 

04 – Petunia 


3 sprays

05 –
A favourite garden flower not 
mentioned above

Section Two: Arrangements 

Class:

06 – “Pool Party” - a small design –  maximum 12.5 cm / 10” high

07 – “Row, Row, Your Boat”- 
     a creative design - maximum 40 cm / 16” high

08 – “Garden Sentry” - a “scarecrow” using flowers – maximum 40 cm / 16”

09 – “Leaf me alone” - using a variety of foliage – minimum 3 varieties

10 – “Garden Force” - a creative fantasy creature made from garden vegetables and fruits using whole or cut pieces of vegetables, raisins etc.

11 – “Natures Force”  -  a creative fantasy creature made from any type of natural plant material using whole or cut cones, nuts, seeds.

12 – “Delightful” - a bouquet using flowers of any variety

Partial Rules and Regulations

1 – Accessories are permitted in all
      design classes

2 – Only one entry per class is 
      permitted per exhibitor

3 – All materials must be fresh, non
     artificial, and from a garden/field

4 – All specimen entries in sections 
      1 MUST be grown by exhibitor

5 – Plant material in arrangement 
          sections 2 may be obtained from 
           any garden/field
Prizes in specimen classes are: 

1st $ 3.00; 2nd $ 2.50; 3d $ 2.00
4th $ 1.50; 5th $ 1.00
Prizes in arranging classes are: 

1st $ 5.00; 2nd $ 4.00; 3d $ 3.00

4th $ 2.00; 5th $ 1.00
Nobleton and King City Flower Show Youth Section: Cultural

Class:
63 – Sunflower, giant, 1 stem

64 – Sunflower, small, 1 stem

65 –Sunflower, AOC, 1 stem

66 – Any annual flower

67 – Any perennial flower

68 – Pumpkin, field, 1 each

69 – Pumpkin, pie, 1 each

70 – Any vegetable not listed,

       1 large, 3 small

71 – Any fruit, 1 large, 3 small

Division One: Adults

Section: Decorative

Class: (They are listed for adults 

        but great for youth too, Ed)
01 – “Indian Summer”: an arrangement using flowers, grasses and natural accessories.

02 – “Autumn Gold”: an arrangement featuring goldenrod

3 – “Precious Little”: a miniature arrangement. (Maximum size: 12 cm / 5” in any direction. Ed)

4- “ABC’s: and arrangement using flowers whose common names begin with the letters A, B and/or C.


INUIT ORNAMENTS
By Ann Boufffard
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Trim your tree with handcrafted Inuit ornaments that are fun for the whole family to make.

For Bird, Owl and Walrus:
The figurative drawings of the Inuit inspired Ann to design a charming collection of baker’s clay ornaments.

You need: 
 Toothpicks 
 Black Pepper

 Paper clip

 Wire or hairpins

 Small pointed knife

 Foil

 Spatula

 Baking sheet

 Polyurethane varnish (optional)

For baker’s clay (12 – 14 pieces):
· 250 mL/1 cup all-purpose flour

· 125 mL / ½ cup salt

· 125 mL / ½ cup water

To make: 

Mix together ingredients for clay to form soft dough. Working on a floured board, knead until smooth, about 8 to 10 minutes. 
Clay is very workable and can be easily bent, pinched or moulded into desired shapes. 
All pieces are flattened to between 6 mm (1/4-in) and 13 mm (1/2-in) thickness. To attach pieces, moisten with a little water. 
Lift finished figures onto foil with spatula and place on baking sheet. Bake them in a 120°C / 250°F oven for 4 hours or until thoroughly dry. Finish with varnish if desired.
Bird

Body: Roll a ball of clay 4 cm (1-1/2 in) in diameter. Roll this out into a 10 cm (4-in) teardrop shape with points at both ends. Pinch ends to finer points for tail and beak. Lift head up and push slightly toward back to give bird a chest. Press in peppercorn for eye.

2. Wing: Roll a ball of clay 2 cm (3/4 in) in diameter. Roll this out into a 7.5 cm (3-in) teardrop shape. Attach to body. Curve wing and tail up slightly toward back. With knife, mark feathers on wing.

3. Claws: Roll 2 tiny balls into short lengths. Attach to underside of body and bend tips downward (see photo).

4. Make a small U-shaped loop from wire or hairpin. Moisten and insert into top of bird, slightly forward on body for balance. 

Owl

1. Body: Roll a 4 cm ball into a 7.5 cm teardrop shape. Flatten with heel of hand to approx 13 mm thickness.

2. Head: Roll a 2 cm ball. Flatten and attach to wide end of body. Pinch front of head to form owl face (see photo). Press in peppercorns for eyes. Blend head into body by rubbing area with moistened finger.

3. Wing: Roll a 2 cm ball into a 6.5 cm (2-1/2-in) teardrop shape. Flatten and attach to body. With knife, mark feathers on wing and body.

4. Claws: Roll 2 pea-size balls into short lengths. Attach to underside of body and bend tips downward.

5. Moisten and insert wire loop into top of head.
Walrus

1. Body: Roll a 4 cm ball into a 10 cm teardrop shape. Flatten slightly. Pinch at wide end for neck and at pointed end for base of tail. With knife, slit tail in half and mark in dentations.

2. Head: Raise head and push slightly toward back (see photo). If head will not stay up, clay is too moist - add flour and try again. Poke holes for snout with toothpick. Press in peppercorns for eyes. 

3. Tusks: Roll 2 very tiny teardrop shapes and attach to head on either side of snout.


4. Fin: Roll a pea-size ball into a teardrop shape. Attach to lower body; mark indentations with knife. 

5. Moisten and insert wire loop into top of body.

Bear

1. Body: Roll a 4 cm ball into a 10 cm teardrop shape. Flatten. Pinch pointed end slightly to a finer point for nose. Make cut for mouth.

	2. Legs: Roll 2 pea-size balls into 13 mm lengths. Do not flatten. Attach to underside of body for bottom legs. Roll two 2.5 cm (1-in) balls into 5 cm (2-in) teardrop shapes for top legs. Flatten slightly and attach to body so they are supported by bottom legs. Bend tips of all legs forward to form paws.
3. Head: Press in peppercorns for eye and nose. Make a tiny teardrop shape for ear and attach to head.
4. Moisten and insert loop into top of body.

Sundial Face

Flatten a 5 cm ball. Roll seven 6 mm balls; flatten and attach these around face. Roll out a long, thin length and attach around sundial face inside circles. Attach tiny pieces of clay for mouth and nose. Mark eyes with knife.
Girl

1. Parka: Roll a 4 cm ball into a 6.5 cm length, slightly smaller at one end. Flatten slightly.

2. Head: Roll a 13 mm ball, flatten slightly and attach to top of parka (smaller end). Mark eyes with knife. Make a curved mouth by pressing in with small end of paper clip. Attach a tiny ball for nose and 2 slightly larger balls, flattened, for cheeks.

3. Hood: Roll a 2.5 cm ball into a 7.5 cm length; attach around head. 

4. Skirt: Roll a 2 cm ball into a 5 cm length and attach to bottom of parka. Press with little finger to create ruffle effect.

5. Boots: Roll 2 balls the size of large peas into 2.5 cm lengths. Attach to bottom of skirt and bend tips up to form feet.

6. Arms: Roll two 2.5 cm balls into 6.5 cm lengths, each slightly smaller at one end. Flatten slightly. Attach larger ends to shoulders. Bend arms forward across parka. 

7. Hands: Roll 2 pea-size balls, flatten and attach to arms. Make tiny slashes for thumbs.

8. Trim: Roll out lengths 3 to 6 mm (1/8 to ¼ in) wide and attach at collar, cuffs and bottom of parka and at top of boots. Mark trim and hood with knife for fur texture effect. With end of paper clip, poke holes down front of boots (see photo).
Press in peppercorns for buttons.

9. Moisten and insert wire loop into top of head
Boy

1. Make parka, head and hood as for girl.

2. Legs: Roll two 2 cm balls into 4 cm lengths, each slightly smaller at one end. Flatten slightly and attach larger ends to bottom of parka. Bend tips up to form feet.

3. Arms: Roll two 2 cm balls into 4 cm lengths, each slightly smaller at one end. Flatten slightly and attach larger ends to shoulders so arms are raised.

4. Make holes down boots, hands and trim as for girl, adding extra trim down front of parka instead of buttons. Mark trim and hood with knife for fur texture effect.

5. Moisten and insert wire loop into top of head.

GRAFTING WATERMELON MAKES FIRMER, HEALTHIER FRUIT ‘05

Source: www.ridgetownc.com
From ARS News Service
Packaged, cut-up watermelon is convenient for consumers and represents a rapidly expanding market. But the fruit can quickly lose crispness when cut; presenting a challenge to the “fresh-cut” market that demands a firm, attractive fruit. One way to meet this challenge is to graft watermelon tops onto gourd or squash rootstock, according to Benny Bruton, an Agricultural Research Service (ARS) plant pathologist with the agency’s South Central Agricultural Research Laboratory in Lane, Okla. Bruton and his colleagues found that grafted watermelons are resistant to Fusarium wilt, a widespread and costly plant fungus. Fruit from certain grafted plants was also at least 25 to 30 percent firmer and was resistant not only to Fusarium, but to many other soil borne pathogens, according to Bruton and cooperators Warren Roberts and Wayne Fish. Roberts is a horticulturalist with Oklahoma State University’s Wes Watkins Agricultural Research and Extension Center in Lane, and Fish is an ARS biochemist at Lane. Fusarium fungi live in the soil and attack plants at all stages of growth. Until now, watermelon growers in the United States have dealt with Fusarium-infested soil by treating with methyl bromide to kill the fungus, rotating the fields or growing partially resistant cultivars. 
The U.S. watermelon industry did not embrace grafting previously because it was considered too expensive. However, the first two solutions to Fusarium wilt control are becoming less workable as land becomes less available for field rotation, and agricultural use of methyl bromide is being discontinued because of its negative impact on the ozone layer. A number of watermelon cultivars are available that have varying resistance to Fusarium, but not to the degree of grafted watermelon, and not with the added benefit of fruit firmness that was found with grafting. Because of the improved fruit quality characteristics of grafted watermelon, they may eventually be targeted for the “fresh-cut” market.
More: Christmas Trivia Quiz
17 – What three characters sing 
       “The Chipmunk Song”?

18 – Which Christmas carol demands
       “bring us some Figgie pudding”?

19 – What was “bright” on Frosty the
       Snowman?

20 – How many pipers piping did my 
       true love give to me?

ALL ABOUT EARTHWORMS
Source: yucky.kids.discovery.com

There are 4,400 species of worms – 2,700 different kinds of earthworms to be exact. It’s hard to imagine something more interesting to observe than watching an earthworm give birth or seeing his five hearts beat. So check this out.
Birth Video 
Want to see something cute? Watch the Birth Video of amazing footage of a baby worm being hatched from a cocoon smaller than a grain of rice by checking the website www.yucky.kids.discover.com 
Heartbeat Video 
Did you know a worm has FIVE hearts? Now that's something that can be seen on the same net-site.  
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Body Parts 
Wendell the Worm, Ace Reporter here with the inside story on the great creatures known as worms. Let's follow a leaf through my body to see how I eat and digest it. Earthworms have mouths; we can even open them wide to fit leaves and other good things. But we don't have teeth! Here is what happened to my lunch: 
Pharynx: I push my pharynx or throat out of my mouth to grab leaves and to pull them back into my mouth. Then I get them nice and wet with my saliva. 
Esophagus: Once I have my food good and wet, I push it down my esophagus, then onto my crop. 
Crop: My crop is a storage compartment for my food and other things I swallow. From the crop, my lunch goes to my gizzard. 
Gizzard: My gizzard is where the work happens. I use any stones that I've swallowed and the strong muscles of my gizzard to grind up the leaves. These muscles work almost like teeth. 
Intestine: Once I have the leaves all ground up they move to my intestine where the digestive juices break them down even more. 
Bloodstream: Now that the leaf is all digested, some of it will pass into my bloodstream. 
Anus: Whatever is leftover comes out my anus as castings or worm poop.
More: Christmas Trivia Quiz
21 – What did the Grinch use as a

      substitute for reindeer?

22 – What type of canned pie filling is a big seller at Christmas time?
23 – Which carol was originally titled “One horse open sleigh?”
24 – What film appears on TV more than 300 times a year?

25 – What country started the tradition of exchanging gifts?
26 – Visions of what treats danced in the children’s heads?

27 – In “It’s a Wonderful Life,” who starred as George Bailey?

28 – What’s the other title of “Twas the Night Before Christmas?”

29 – What are the third and fourth most popular Christmas colours?

30 – Which carol asks you to “have a cup of cheer?”

31 – Who first recorded “Here comes Santa Claus?”

32 – Which two reindeer names begin with the letter “C”??

CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ Answers
1- White Christmas
2 – Ebenezer

3 – On the stairs

4 – Dasher, Donner and Dancer

5 – Six geese-a-laying

6 – New York City

7 – The Ox and Lamb

8 – By the chimney (with care)

9 – The ghost of Christmas yet to
      come

10 – green 

11 – Tim Allen

12 – “Stop”

13 – Egg Nog

14 - Rudolph

15 – Deck the Halls

16 – Tinsel

17 – Alvin, Simeon and Theodore

18 – We wish you a merry Christmas

19 – A button
20 – Eleven

21 – His dog

22 – Pumpkin

23 – Jingle Bells

24 – It’s a wonderful Life

25 – Italy (early Romans)

26 – Sugarplums

27 – James (Jimmy) Stewart

28 – A visit from Saint Nicholas

29 – Silver and Gold

30 – A Holly Jolly Christmas
31 – Gene Autry 
32 – Comet and Cupid
33 – “I’ll be back again someday.”

34 – Underneath the mistletoe

35 – Silver Bells

36 – The Nutcracker

37 – Charles Dickens

38 – Blue Christmas

39 – Clarence

40 – They are all birds

41 – Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh

42 – Christmas in Kilarney

43 – Joyeux Noel

44 – O Tannenbaum

45 – Dr. Suess

46 – George E. Scott

47 – Let It snow

48 – Edmund Gwenn


HAPPY SNOWMAN WORD FIND
The groupings of the 24 words listed below are all related to outfitting a snowman. The words can go in all directions: up, down, diagonally and backwards.

Have fun “rolling” out the solutions to this word find.

For an extra challenge, see if you can find three hidden forms of winter recreation.
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	ACORNS
	EARMUFS
	JACKET
	 PIPE

	BELT
	EVERGREENS
	MUFFFLER
	SEEDS

	BROOM
	GLOVES
	NUTS
	SMILE

	BUTTONS
	HAT
	OVERSHOES
	SNOWFLAKES

	CARROT
	HOLLY
	PEBBBLES
	TWIGS

	CHARCOAL
	ICICLES
	PINECONES
	VEST


2006 YOUTH CONVENTION COMPETITION – OTTAWA 
A Condensed Draft Copy of
Theme: “ONE HUNDRED YEARS AND STILL GROWING”
Youth Committee Chair: Marlene Bruckhardt, 1520 Village View Road, 



R.R. 1 Breslau, ON     N0B 1M0    519-648-2172
bruckhardt@golden.net
SECTION A: CREATIVE WRITING

Class 1 & 2 – ages 6 – 8 & 9 -11, writing is not to exceed 200 words
Class 1 & 2 – ages 12 – 14 & 15 -18, writing should have a minimum of 200 words.

Class 1: “The Potato” – Choose three different varieties of potatoes and explain how they 
differ as well as how to plant and care for them. Drawings, photos, and/or 
magazine pictures are allowed. The project is to be displayed in a duo-tang folder.

Class 2: “Tulip Beauty” – Describe how and when to plant a tulip bulb; what to do to ensure it 
will flower the next year. Drawings, photos and or magazine pictures are allowed. 
The project is to be displayed in a duo-tang folder.

SECTION B: ARTISTIC DESIGN

Class 3: “100th Birthday Card” – Decorate the card with pressed plant material and covered 
with mac-tac or similar material. Maximum size is 20 cm x 24 cm / 7 ½” x 9”.

Class 4: “Tiny Beauties” – Create a miniature flower arrangement using dried plant material 
place in a complementary container. The overall size is not to exceed 17.5 cm 
/ 5” in 
any direction.

SECTION C: ARTISTIC CREATIVITY

Class 5: “A Seed Mat” – Create any pattern using seeds placed on a 21 ½ cm x 28 cm / 8 ½” 
x 11”coloured sheet; allow for a 2 ½ cm / 1” border around all edges. Note: Seed 
may be dyed and sheet may be glued to Bristol board or similar material for support.

Class 6: “What am I” – Create a creature using pine cones as the main feature. Maximum size 
is 25.5 cm / 10” in any direction.

SECTION D: LIVING MATERIALS – Note: accessories permitted.

Class 7: “Canadian Beauty” – Create a small design using any varieties of fresh flowers and 
foliage and placed in a complementary container. Note: The design may not exceed 25 
cm / 10” in any direction.

Class 8: “100 Years and Still Growing” – create a design using wayside flowers and foliage. 
The design is not to exceed 30 cm / 12”.

Class 9: “My Ontario” - Create a miniature landscape design depicting any location of Ontario. 
Note: only one entry per club permitted but it may be a combined effort.


Note: This project is a greatly scaled down miniature nature landscape scene which 
may be strategically placed in an indoor setting as well as outdoors in summertime.


Print on a card the location represented, the card is to be placed in the front of the 
design. All the material used: plants, buildings, gardens, fences, animals, pools, moss, 
branches, miniature plants, figurines etc. should be in proper scale to the overall 
landscape design. The overall size is 23 cm x 33 cm / 9”x13” similar to a baking pan.  



Origin: Landscape Style is clearly inspired by nature. An effective greatly scaled down 
miniature landscape design should mentally transport the viewer to the actual “on 
location” natural setting; e.g., the use of white flowering spirea in bloom may depict 
distant snowcapped mountains.

SECTION E: FINE ARTS

Class 10 Harry Wyma Fine Arts Award – “Depicting Canada’s Capitol” 


Note: This project is open to all youth club members.


Use your imagination to depict anything that may be observed in the city of Ottawa. 
The project may utilize any type of artistic expressions by the use of: painting, 
drawing, sculpture etc. and may consist of any one or combined media such as paint, 
crayon, coloured or charcoal pencil, dried plant material, paper, cloth, magazines 
pictures etc. The plaque and moneys are awarded by Harry Wyma.

Class 11 Don Matthew’s Theme Illustration - “One Hundred Years and Still Growing”

Note: This project is open to all youth club members


Note: Entries to be submitted by June 30, 2006 to Youth Chair Marlene Bruckhardt


Provide an illustration depicting the above 2006 Association’s convention theme.


The illustration is to be a drawing on white paper using black ink only as media. 


The overall size of the drawing is to be 21 ½ cm x 28 cm / 8 ½” x 11”.


The plaque and moneys are awarded by Don Matthews.

Class 12 Maisie Bray Award – “A Tulip Story”

Note: Only one entry per club.


On a poster, tell a story of a tulip. The story is to include a commentary either in 
printed or written form as well as a descriptive illustration(s) of a tulip such as the 
Association’s deep purple tulip promoted to celebrate their 100th anniversary. 


The poster size is to be 56 cm x 72 cm / 22” x 28”. 


Criteria for judging: subject matter 70%, neatness and spelling 30 %. 

SECTION F: SPECIAL AWARDS ANDCOMPETITIONS BY YOUTH CLUBS

Class 13 Ruby Bryan Award – “A Scrapbook Project of 2005 Youth Club Activities”

Note: Only one entry per club.


Provide a descriptive account of your youth club’s activities during 2005 and submit it 
in a scrapbook. The project should include pictorial and illustrative descriptions as well 
as narratives about specific subjects, meeting and projects. 


Note: There are no size limitations. The entry may be completed by a youth leader. 
Note: The scrapbook project will be judged on content only and is to be submitted at 
the 2006 convention at prescribed pre-judging entry time.

Class 14 Frances Lemke Award – “Active and Innovative”


Note: Entries to be submitted by June 30, 2006 to Youth Chair Marlene Bruckhardt.


This award is given to the youth club that the youth committee deems as having been 
most active based on the 2005 youth club program activity report. 

Class 15 Nothers Awards and identification Ltd – “A Public Youth Club Project”


Note: Entries to be submitted by June 30, 2006 to Youth Chair Marlene Bruckhardt


Provide information of a public project undertaken by your youth club. Information is 
to include pictures and illustrative descriptions and narrative. The contents are to 
describe the project at various phases of construction and of completion. Projects may 
be such as publicly placed planters, shrub and/or tree plantings, gardens, or any other 
public related project. 

Class 16 Ruby Lobban Award – “Points of Entries”

The three awards are presented to the youth clubs receiving the most points from 
entries 
submitted at the 2006 Association’s Convention in Ottawa. The poster size is 
to be 56 cm x 72 cm / 22” x 28”. Criteria for judging: subject matter 70% and 
neatness and spelling 30 %. 

SPOTLIGHT ON YOUTH: All clubs are encouraged to prepare a display to be set up in a prominent area at the convention to spotlight the variety of activities and projects in which your youth members have been involved during the past year(s). This can serve to highlight youth at the convention and facilitate sharing ideas with each other and stimulate interest in youth programs. Youth activity reports may be provided for perusal as part of this display.

YOUTH LEADERS MEETING: A breakfast meeting will be scheduled at the convention to enable all youth leaders to gather and provide a forum for the exchange of ideas, concerns and suggestions.
The YOUTH COMPETION for the Canadian National Exhibition 2006

NOTE: THIS IS A REPEAT OF LAST YEARS COMPETITION WHICH WAS A FAILURE DUE TO LACK OF INTEREST AS, SADLY, ONLY A FEW ENTRIES WERE RECEIVED

Section/Division xxxxxx   Class xxxxx

Title: “ONE HUNDRED YEARS AND STILL GROWING”

Ages:  6 – 9 (section 815); 10 – 12 (section 816) and 13 – 18 (section 817).

Note: A society may send all group entries together and forwarded to the CNE.

Note: When group entries are sent together, one cheque will be issued to the society who will be responsible to distribute the funds to the prize winners.

Note: The Ontario Judging and Exhibiting Standards, Publication 34/2003 will be used as the judging guide for entries.
Project instructions:

Purchase a plastic 10 cm x 15 cm (4”x6”) photo frame which includes a plastic/glass covering (cost approximately $1.00).  

Create an image of your choice relating to the theme using any media. 

The creative art must be contained behind the plastic/glass covering within the frame and can extend to full size of the frame.  

Matting is permitted using any material.  

Frame must be able to be hung on a wall.

Provide a return envelope with your return address on for mailing. 

Note: The CNE will provide return postage.  
Note: If sending more than one entry, then please provide the names and addresses of the entries to be returned in the envelope on a list attached to your return envelope. 
We suggest stapling the list to the envelope.

The entry MUST have full name and mailing address on back for return.

Forward Entries to: 

Horticultural Competitions Youth  

C.N.E., Exhibition Place,  

Toronto, ON. N6K 3C3.  

NOTE: Deadline for entries are to be received is no later than August 1st 2006.

This is to allow for advance judging and placement of the entries.

GREETINGS FROM IQALUIT!

Forwarded by Esperanza Aling Wyma
Senior Graphic Designer
OUTCROP NUNAVUT

It’s hard to believe that it’s been over 6 months since I arrived in Iqaluit... In many ways, I still feel like a newcomer... getting used to 'Nunavut time' has been a challenge, but I'm getting there. It IS starting to feel more like home; it’s so easy to get to know people in this community. 
Down “south”, (I grew up in Sudbury, On) people are constantly on the move,  
driving away for weekends, getting out of the town they live in, but here, we work and live in the same community. We see the same faces at the grocery store, post office and community events, and it’s nice 
to have that sense of familiarity. Forget about driving away from town for the weekend... you won't get far, since there are NO ROADS out of town.

I've learned a lot while living up here. It definitely takes more adjusting than moving to a new city in the south!!
For example: 

1. Most directions are given by house number or landmarks. I have yet to hear someone say "I live at 123 Ullakut Street". People usually say "I'm at building 237A" or "I live directly behind the Quick Stop, 
in the building with the red roof". If you take a taxi, make sure you know the building number, otherwise, they won't know where to go (our street REALLY has no name...) I still don't know exactly where each building is, but the cabbies do, and they get me to where I'm going!

2. Garbage is picked up frequently, but not on a specific day. And for goodness sake, don't leave your garbage outside... the ravens and wandering dogs will make a mess out of it, and your street will look 
like a landfill. Put your garbage in the garbage box and your neighbours will be much happier for it.

3. Whenever there is darkness, there is a good chance you'll see the northern lights! We've had a few very dramatic aurora borealis shows this August / September.


4. In June, there is sunlight for all of my waking hours (those of you who can stay up to 3 am may see some darkness for a brief moment). It appears that some people use tin foil on the windows to keep out the light, but I understand that it is some special type of no-sunshine  
curtain...?

5. Why would people steal cars here? Honestly... Why? There is no way out of here, unless you have a boat, or a lane...
if you are a car thief, chances are you'll be caught, and why would you want to  
drive on these roads anyway? Really, this is not the best place for joyriding on our one semi-paved road.

6. If you want to see a movie, see it right away. We only have 2 theatres, and movies only stay a week (2 if they're popular). Wednesday is called 'Switch Night' because the 7 pm movies run at 9 pm and vice versa.

7. Bad weather REALLY impacts many aspects of every day life. Bad weather often means planes can't land. Not only does that make for a lot of stranded passengers, but sometimes, it means the food won't make it to the grocery stores. 
During the 3 days of fog in May of this year, groceries began to dwindle, and I heard that the city ran out of milk. Before moving here, I could never imagine grocery stores not having milk, or bread or meats or empty shelves of anything!! 
The refrigerator system broke down in the main grocery store a few weeks ago, and there was no meat or fresh produce for many days.

8. Used vehicles are VERY expensive. Not that you NEED a vehicle up here, but it does help make errands much faster. I've seen several flyers for used vehicles, 1993, 1995, 1997 models, close to $20,000.  

Some used newer model trucks sell for the same amount they did new. Rather than spend over $10K on a used vehicle up here, it was cheaper to “sea” lift my good old reliable VW (by boat). It’s pretty cool that I now have the only little white VW in town.

9. It is well known that the hospital has the best lunch on Fridays.

10. You can make a career out of house sitting. If someone finds a good house sitter, especially one who is willing to house sit with dogs, that name is more precious than gold! Generally, you pay a  
house sitter to take care of the house while you're gone (discourages break-ins!), uses the heat and water to make sure the pipes are always working and wow, we (my husband Richard and I) had the most amazing house sitter who cleaned and unpacked moving boxes for us (and bought us a wedding present )!! Because of the lack of housing, some individuals go from 
house sitting gig to house sitting gig.

I could go on but this is quite lengthy already! Really, sometimes I feel like I've moved to a completely different country, but Iqaluit, Nunavut IS a part of Canada (though, a lot of online stores, and even  
Canada Post's website "Find a Postal Outlet" lookup doesn't recognize this... apparently there is no postal outlet associated with X0A 1H0, or X0A 0H0.... grrrrr.....). For all its quirks and differences, I DO love it up here, and being quite quirky myself, I fit right in! The pace of life is refreshingly different... I always felt too busy before... But, now, there's time to relax with our dogs in the
evening, maybe take a course or two and wow, it’s so great to leave home at 5pm, and not think about work until the following morning.  

I've been asked to help out with the Iqaluit Skating Club... I warned them that I only skate forward, but they plan to have me in one of the beginner 4 yr. old groups, where you are concentrating on getting 
them to stand and glide forward. I gave them an opportunity to demote me during our last practice skate, but they kept me, so looks like I'm in! 
I've also signed up for a couple of other organizations, and the opportunity to get involved with the community is great here, whether you want to skate, paint kids faces, work at the Arts Festival etc...

Though we've met many new people and made new friends, I do miss my friends and family in the south; it's impossible not to feel that distance! And thank goodness for the internet... without it, I think I'd lose touch with all of you, so keep those emails and updates coming!! AND thanks for the little luxuries from the south too... its great to have some of these comforts sent up! 
I've been fortunate enough to have my parents visit for two weeks. It was great to share part of the summer with them... I hope to show them the beauty of the white landscape someday AND I hope I can share it with more of you!  

A flight is quite pricey, but for those of you who have Aero plan and can made it to Ottawa: its only 15,000 points from there.  
Personally, it’s really worth the experience!
LET’S PLAY BALL 

WORD-FINDER

Source: city centre moment April 05

Some 15 baseball terms listed below may be spelled out in the word find below.

Move horizontally, vertically or diagonally.
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PLAY
BALL
SAFE
OUT
UMP

BASE
BAT
HIT
RUN
STRIKE


TAG
PITCH
FARM
LINE
HOMER

A FEW “JOLLY FUNNIES” FROM OLD ENGLAND

In a London department store BARGAIN BASEMENT IS UPSTAIRS

Notice in a health food shop window CLOSED DUE TO ILLNESS

Seen during a conference FOR ANYONE WHO HAS CILDREN AND DOESN’T LNOW IT, THERE IS A DAY CARE IN THE 1st FLOOR

Message on a leaflet IF YOU CANNOT READ, THIS LEAFLET WILL TELL YOU HOW TO GET LESSONS

On a repair shop WE CAN REPAIR ANYTHING. (PLEASE KNOCK HARD ON THE DOOR, THE DOOR BELL DOESN’T   WORK)

FILM CANISTER TOY SOLDIER

Source: 

By Susanne Capone

Material:

3 film canisters [2 with lids]
1 1-1/2 inch wood doll head
1 1-3/4 inch wood mini shaker pegs
1 1-1/2 wood heart
5 gold 5mm rhinestones
1 blue 5mm rhinestone
1 red 7mm rhinestone
Decorative gold trim
Ornament caps or gold trim
1 white feather
1 navy blue tassel
Black and red pencils
Paint For Plastic By Plaid:
Red, black and white
Rubbing alcohol
Hot glue gun and glue
Scissors
Gold metallic pen
Black craft foam
Instructions:

If your canisters are black with a gray lid, you won't need to paint them for the body. Before painting your canisters, clean them with rubbing alcohol and let dry.

Glue the heart to the bottom of one canister with lid attached, then glue the second canister with lid attached to the lid of the canister attached to the heart. Paint the canisters and heart with black paint. Paint shaker pegs black and ends of pegs white [see photo]. Paint remaining canister without lid, red. Allow all paint to dry.
Once all your paint is dry, glue wood doll head to top of body. Glue a single feather to front center of red canister [hat], glue a piece of gold trim around the edge of the hat. Start and end your trim at the front and then glue a red rhinestone over the ends to hide the seam. Glue a tassel to the top center of hat.
Using a canister as your template, place the canister with the open end top on top of black foam. Trace around the canister to make a circle the size of your canister opening. Cut out circle from foam.
Place your canister on top of your circle [about one third from edge of circle] and draw around again, but only creating a suitable rim for the hat. You will end up with something that looks like a banana shape. Cut the excess off the circle [refer to photo]. Glue your hat rim just inside of the hat opening. You now have a complete hat
[image: image11.jpg]



Once the glue has set, attach your hat to the doll head by filling the inside edge of the hat opening with glue. Don't worry about glue running inside of the canister hat; just be careful that it can't be seen from the outside.

With a gold metallic marker, paint the 2 canister lid edges at the center of the body, allow the paint to dry and glue a green rhinestone to the front center of the gold rim. For the arm caps, I used 2 ornament caps that were saved from broken glass ornaments. If you don't have any, simply wrap a piece of gold trim around the top arm of the peg and secure with glue. If you do, glue one to each arm top.
At the very top of the arm, glue a gold rhinestone. This will cover any black that is visible and will cover the hole at the top of an ornament cap
Glue 3 rhinestones in place for buttons and draw a face. I used regular pencil crayons for the face. Be sure they are sharp, as the face detail is very small. I have provided a basic diagram for the facial features below. All details are drawn with a black pencil except for the cheeks which are lightly shaded circles of red.
Note: If you want to hang these soldiers, before you paint the hat canister, poke a hole in the bottom and feed knotted ribbon through the hole with the knot remaining inside the canister and a loop of ribbon on the outside. They do stand quite nicely all by themselves though.
THINK BIG
Source: city centre moment April 05

While the amounts may seem formidable in the exercise below, they require but simple addition. The object is to fill blanks so that the total of each row across, down and diagonally equals 195.

	21
	
	87
	

	
	51
	
	36

	54
	
	
	78

	24
	
	63
	


12  30  33  39  42  45  69  96 
The missing number in the first vertical row obviously is 96. 

Further clue: Either 42 or 39 belongs in the top right corner

Solution on page: 

More CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ
33 – What were Frosty the Snowman’s last words?

34 – Where was mommy when she kissed Santa Claus?

35 – According to the song, what can you hear on every street corner?

36 – What’s the title of the ballet that’s popular during the Christmas holidays?

37 – Who wrote the book “A Christmas Carol?”

38 – What sad Christmas song did Elvis Presley record in the fifties?

39 – What is the name of the angel in 

“It’s a Wonderful Life?”

40 – What do the first 7 gifts from the song “my true love” have in common?

[image: image12.jpg]Hocus Focus

By Henry Boltinof

FIND AT LEAST 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PANELS.
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MAKES CENTS!
“If they stop making pennies,” said the miser, “I will have to pinch CLIKENS. Rearrange cap letters for a seven-letter word that makes sense.

The word is:  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

41 – According to the story, what 3 gifts did the Wise Men bring?

42 – What Irish Christmas song was a hit for Bing Crosby?

43 – How do you say “Merry Christmas” in French?

44 – What is the German title of “O Christmas Tree?”

45 – Who wrote the original story of “The Grinch?”

46 – Who played Scrooge in the 1984 movie “A Christmas Carol?”

47 – What song says “The weather outside is frightful?”

48 – Which actor won an Oscar for his portrayal of Santa Claus?

Letters to RAD DAD

Dear Mr. Wyma,

Thanks for sending us the youth newsletter, I've read the web version of it before, and it's clear to see that a lot of work goes into preparing and collecting the information.  My wife is an elementary school teacher / librarian and she liked the newsletter as well.  (Our 4 year old is not really reading yet)

 

I thought I'd send along some ideas, probably some you've already thought of...

 

I read your article on growing avocado pits.  I did this in grade 4, and I tried to repeat growing them in later years and I never could until I tried the method described on this page:  http://www.ottawahort.org/avocado.htm
 

We have some links on the Garden Ontario website posted as Resources for youth gardeners, here are some other links - Would it be helpful to youth if these were on the Youth page of the website? 
(Easier to find)

http://www2.ville.montreal.qc.ca/jardin/jeunes/accueil.htm
http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu/gpe/gpe.html
http://yucky.kids.discovery.com/flash/worm/
 

The Ontario Ministry of Education's Grade 3 science curriculum is about plants.  See:

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/scientec/scientec.html#grade3
Would you consider having some youth materials that would fit this curriculum, perhaps posted on our www.gardenontario.org website?
This might appeal to the parents and teachers of grade 3's in Ontario and maybe would be used by them in class.  Perhaps we have grade 3 science teachers in the OHA who could contribute to this as well?

 

In Ottawa we don't have a youth group, but we have some active juniors, so I'll send them an e-mail with a link to the Youth Newsletter.

 

Best Regards, Jeff (Blackadar)
President Ottawa Horticultural Society 
http://www.ottawahort.org
www.kidsgardening.com looks good too.
Jeff, thanks for all the information.

As for the websites you mentioned, the leaders/readers will find some articles from those resources in this newsletter. 

Although I did, for many years, live in Cochrane On., I never learned the French Canadian language. I do think for those who are French and/or teach it, the web-site appears beneficial for Youth projects.

As for placing links on the Youth page of the website, that would be up to the webmaster Brenda and others of the OHA board and/or executive. (Hello Brenda!)

Regards, “Rad Dad”

Hello Harry,    I just have to say thanks, once again, for the great newsletter.  I was just making up our calendars for our youth program and wondering what else we could include.  Great timing!  I have more ideas now, thanks to you.  We do appreciate all of your hard work.
 

Sincerely, Trish
Kitchener Horticultural Society
Youth Program
Trish: Thanks. The best for your youth!

Dear "Rad Dad" (Harry), 
I just received the January Youth Newsletter and I was impressed by the amount of work you do for these newsletters and the variety of interesting articles you have written or found.
However, I wondered if you need help with editing as I have noticed some grammar and typographical errors in this issue. I would be pleased to edit your Youth publication, so, if my assistance would be of benefit to you, just let me know. I will not be offended if you decline the offer - you can be proud of it as it stands now.
Best wishes, 
Jennifer (Mix) 
Secretary Ottawa Horticultural Society 

Jennifer, I did condense your msg. slightly, Thanks ever so much for your offer and I might just take you up on that yet!

The World We Live In : Guarding Our Treasures

By Joanne E. De Jonge

Source: The Banner March 1997

Pretend you have found a treasure chest and, upon opening it, everybody is trying to take things out of it. Pretend that the treasure chest is our world. We’re al pulling out treasures, and we can’t replace them. We’re also tearing apart creatures’ homes to take the treasures, and we’re polluting creation to use them. Let’s see if we can close the lid to that treasure chest just a bit. How? By not grabbing as much. 

Let’s start by turning off the TV we’re not watching and the lights we’re not using. That VCR that’s always blinking? It’s always on. And there’s a radio, blaring away in an empty bedroom. The computer’s running all day. And do we really need electricity to open a can or brush our teeth? Forget it. Turn all these things off. Using less electricity usually means we’ve burned less of the coal or other natural material that’s in the treasure chest. CREAK! There! The lid just closed a bit.

Keep Track

Ask your parents to let you see the family electric bill. Write down the amount of electricity you family used last month. It’s listed as “kilowatt hours” on the bill. See how much you can lower that amount in one month. How much electricity will that save over one year?

Got a bike? Use it. Or walk. Or take a city bus. You’ve absolutely got to have a ride to do five errands? Then take one trip with five stops rather than five trips. Now there’s more gas left (and less air pollution). CREAK! The treasure chest lid just closed a bit more.

Check your plastics. Do you really need plastic wrap on that sandwich or covering that food in the microwave? Waxed paper does just as well, and you can reuse it, or use a special cover you can purchase. When you do use a plastic bag, wash it and reuse it. Plastic straws? Forget ‘em. Drink from a glass. Plastic wrap over that gadget at the store? Plastic disposables ─ glasses, spoons, fast-food containers, even razors?

They’re not really disposable; they don’t fall apart in a landfill. You can’t recycle them. Don’t buy throwaway plastic stuff for things packaged in plastic. Save the landfills and save the petroleum (that’s one ting we use to make plastic. CREAK! The treasure chest lid just closed a wee bit more.

Hey, it’s working! With each CREAK we’re cleaning creation and guarding our treasures. CREAK! CREAK! CREAK!

Go Figure

How many kilometres per litre or miles per gallon does your family car get? Keep track of how far it goes on one tank of gas. Divide that number by mow many litres or gallons you need for one thankful. Is that good mileage? Fair? Poor?

Mind Bender

It takes 160 litres of crude oil to make 2.4 litres of motor oil for a car or 42 gallons to make 2.5 quarts. Do we need it, though? Motor oil can be recycled.

SHADOW WASH

By Shell Silverstein

I’ve never washed my shadow out

In all the time I’ve had it.

It was absolutely filthy I supposed,

And so today I peeled it off

The wall where it was leaning

And stuck it in the washtub

With all the clothes.

I put in soap and bleach and stuff,

I let it soak for hours,

I wrung it out and hung it out to dry,

And whoever would have thunk

That it would have gone and shrunk

For now it’s so much 

Littler than I.

IF I HAD A BRONTASAURUS

By Shell Silverstein

If I had a brontasurus,

I would name him Horace or Morris.

But if suddenly one day he had

A lot of little brontasauri ─
I would change his name 

To Laurie.

APPLE CRUMBLE

A healthy soluble fiber

Filling:

1.5 L / 6 cups organic apples, 


washed/sliced

250 mL / 1 cup prunes, coarsely chopped

   5 mL / 1/8 tsp liquid stevia

 30 mL / 2 tbsp whole wheat or spelt flour

 10 mL / 2 tsp cinnamon

Crumble:

500 mL / 2 cups natural muslin

 60 mL / ¼ cup blackstrap molasses

 60 mL / ¼ cup natural fruit juices

   5 mL / 1 tsp cinnamon

 60 mL / ¼ cup cold-pressed walnut or 


safflower oil 

Instructions

Preheat oven to 180°C / 350°F

Place fruit in large bowl

In separate bowl, mix stevia, flour and cinnamon

Add this to fruit and mix well

Place fruit mix in a large baking dish

In same large bowl, combine crumble ingredients (muslin, molasses, cinnamon, oil) and use fingers or two knives to mix thoroughly. Sprinkle over fruit mixture

Bake for 50 – 60 minutes

Serve warm or cold

Serves 6

FROST EMBOSSED

On wintry morns, when breath is white,

The worlds’ and elfin place

Where fairy folk work through the night

To weave frail trees of lace

Until a breeze, without a thought,

Into the crystal air

Shakes down the beauty they have wrought

And leaves one breathless there.


─ Isabelle Loar Farnham

SEASONS GREETINGS

Sly winter tiptoed in last night

And left his calling card for me ─
A flash of red on pristine white,

A cardinal in my snow-clad tree!


─ Madeleine Robinson

HERBAL GREENS AND GRAINS

Ingredients

 1 L / 4 cups water

2.5 mL / 2.5 mL sea salt

250 mL / 1 cup whole grains

60 – 125 mL / ¼ - ½ cup fresh herbs, 
chopped

 5 mL / 1 tsp extra-virgin oil

 5 mL / 1 tsp organic butter

250 mL / 1 cup dandelion greens/chopped

It can be made with a variety of grains and greens; e.g., millet, quinoa for a creamy mix, or brown and wild rice for a nuttier flavour.

Use any herbs to season and serve with dandelion greens (supposed to have live cleansing effect)

Serve with uncooked vegetables or sprouts (aids in digestion).

Instructions

Bring water to a boil in a large pot: 1 L / 4 cups.

Add sea salt and grains

Cover and simmer without lifting lid or stirring for 45 minutes cooking time for brown rice and barley.

See directions on whole wheat grin package.

Mix in the chopped herbs, olive oil and butter and serve on a bed of dandelion greens.

Makes 500 – 750 mL / 2 – 3 cups cooked grain.

Note: sea salt is pure not overly refined nor having any kind of ingredients added as with table salts.

Nature meets many a man’s needs. Among other things he finds beauty for his soul, healing for his body, knowledge for his inquiring mind, communion with his Creator, and peace for his troubled heart.


─ Esther Baldwin York

Nature is man’s teacher. She unfolds her treasures to his search, unseals his eye, illumines his mind, and purifies his heart; an influence breathes from all the sights and sounds of her existence.


─ Street

THE GREAT PLANT ESCAPE

University of Illinois Extension

IN SEARCH OF GREEN LIFE

YOUR MISSION
Detective Le Plant needs your help to solve the mystery of plant life! To solve this case, you must identify the different parts of plants, what each part does, and how plants grow. Good Luck!

CASE BRIEF

Here are your goals and key ideas to learn in case # 1

When you finish this case, you should be able to:

- List the important things needed for 
  plant growth. 

- Help in the growth of a living 
  organism. 

- Demonstrate knowledge and use of 
  words related to seeds and plants. 

- Read to find answers to questions. 

- Describe and record observations. 

- Listen for answers and new 
  information. 

- Describe how plants grow and what 
  they need to grow. 

- Make guesses about lettuce and its
  growth (time, size, color, etc.) 
IDEAS

While you're solving the mysteries, pay special attention to these key ideas:

- Plants are made up of different parts. Each part has a certain job. These parts can also help us to identify plants. 

- You can eat certain plant parts. They are important food sources for both humans and other animals. 

- There are seven basic requirements that plants need in order to grow properly: temperature, light, water, air, nutrients, time, and room to grow. 

- Plants can be grown both indoors and outdoors for food, shelter, clothing, medicine, energy, and pleasure.

FACTS OF THE CASE
Life Cycle

A plants life cycle describes how long plant lives or how long it takes to grow, flower, and set seed. Plant can be either an annual, perennial or biennial.

Annual 

An annual is a plant that completes its life cycle in one growing season. It will grow, flower, set seed, and die. 
Examples: marigolds, tomatoes, and petunias.  
Perennial 

A perennial is a plant that lives for 3 or more years. It can grow, flower, and set seed for many years. Underground parts may regrow new stems as in the case of
Herbaceous plants, or the woody stems may live for many years like woody plants (trees).

Examples: Daisies, chrysanthemums, and roses.

Biennial 

A biennial is a plant that needs two growing seasons to complete its life cycle. It grows vegetative, (produces leaves) one season, goes dormant or rests over the winter, and then grows flowers, sets seed, and dies the second season. 
Examples: parsley, carrots, and foxglove.

PLANT STRUCTURE

Plants can be either herbaceous or woody. Most herbaceous plants usually have stems that are soft, green and contain little woody tissue. 

These plants are ones that usually die to the ground each year. Most annual and perennial flowers fall into this category along with vegetables and houseplants

PLANT PARTS 
Roots

Basic parts of most all plants are roots, stems, leaves, flowers, fruits, and seeds. 

The roots help provide support by anchoring the plant and absorbing water and nutrients needed for growth. They can also store sugars and carbohydrates the plant uses to carry out other functions. Plants can have either a taproot system (such as carrots) or a fibrous root system (such as turf grass). In both cases, the roots are the links between the water and nutrients needed for plant growth. 

Only a child can catch a raindrop, or see any value in puddles. ─ D. F. Gill
KIDS ARE QUICK
Forwarded by Esperanza Aling Wyma

TEACHER: Maria, go to the map and find North America.

MARIA: Here it is.
TEACHER: Correct. Now class, who discovered America?
CLASS: Maria.


TEACHER: Why are you late, Frank?
FRANK: Because of the sign.
TEACHER: What sign?
FRANK: The one that says, "School Ahead, Go Slow."

TEACHER: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor?
JOHN: You told me to do it without using tables.


TEACHER: Glenn, how do you spell "crocodile?"
GLENN: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L"
TEACHER: No, that's wrong
GLENN: Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it.


TEACHER: Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?
DONALD: H I J K L M N O.
TEACHER: What are you talking about?
DONALD: Yesterday you said it's H to O.

TEACHER: Winnie, name one important thing we have today that we didn't have ten years ago.
WINNIE: Me!

TEACHER: Goss, why do you always get so dirty?
GOSS: Well, I'm a lot closer to the ground than you are.

TEACHER: Millie, give me a sentence starting with "I."
MILLIE: I is...
TEACHER: No, Millie, Always say, "I am."
MILLIE: All right... "I am the ninth letter of the alphabet."

TEACHER: George Washington not only chopped down his father's cherry tree, but also admitted it. Now, Louie, do you know why his father didn't punish him?
LOUIS: Because George still had the ax in his hand.


TEACHER: Now, Simon, tell me frankly, do you say prayers before eating?
SIMON: No sir, I don't have to, my Mom is a good cook.

TEACHER: Clyde, your composition on 
"My Dog" is exactly the same as your brother's. Did you copy his?
CLYDE: No, teacher, it's the same dog.

TEACHER: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking when
people are no longer interested?
HAROLD: A teacher.
Backtracking 

Source: Youth Newsletter 1991

The involvement with the Newsletter and Youth Competitions are most enjoyable. Trying to come up with interesting articles as well as intriguing competition material certainly helps to keep the mind active. It is amazing, if not “mind boggling”, to see their outcome at the convention, C.N.E. and the R.A.W.F. Many thanks go out to those assisting in setting up at the convention as well as persons as Cam Stewart and Dave Money organizing at the C.N.E. and the R.A.W.F

I (Rad Dad) have expressed to the OHA board on many occasions that the Youth Section is most intense and important of all programs and please be tolerant of the new chairperson Beth Brennon.

The 1991 convention’s theme was “Nature’s Wonderland – Conscience in Conflict”. It relates to our understanding of nature and humanity, but in reality, the way we are treating the whole thereof, is it only a dream or a fantasy of our minds? Are we not really fooling ourselves? 

If we want so desperately to retain Nature’s Wonderland as reality, then our “Conscience in Conflict” will have to be in full gear in everything we do regarding the same. Any effective treatment must begin at home and in all reality must begin with respecting all of life in every form, beginning with humanity. So, if we fail to treat human life with respect and dignity, how can we begin to deal responsibly and respectfully with nature and the environment?
Rad Dad 1991

CONGLOMERATION

Source: 1991 Youth Newsletter

Random highlights from all societies’ youth activity reports. (As the then youth chair I was able to peruse all these and put the following together for leaders benefit.)

- Planting orange pips in a tea bag, but

  do not be foiled by seedless fruit.

- Starting meetings with a common

  houseplant and learning their common 

  as well as Latin names.

-  Compile a Youth garden book.

- Made origami and bubble gum tea.

- Pressed flower book marks using origami 

  flowers.

- Under a microscope: looked at soil, fern 

  spores and mealy bugs.

- Gardens grown and judged with awards  

  presented at a Senior Society Banquet.

- Made wall plaques on burlap using dried

  material.

- Club trophy provided for most active member and club plaque to runner up.

-  Home Hardware store donates trophy.

- Large trophies are named and returned

  annually.

- Town Mayor’s office provides trophy for

  most points.

- Special competitions for growing the 

  largest pumpkin.

- News media took pictures of dining table

  arrangements which were made for a

  senior citizens manor special event.

- Everything from Ming beans, daisy star

   of Antwerp to kohlrabi.

- Held an outdoor summer swim and 

  picnic.

- Had a Royal Winter Fair field trip to see 

  events and Christmas tree decoration

  competition which we won.

- Programs centered on overall gardening,

  work and benefit.

- A small camera was provided for children 

  to take pictures pf their gardening 

  projects.

- Made Christmas cards from natural and

  recycled material.

- Decorated baby food jars with bits off 

  felt, cotton and yarn and other material

  to look like a “relative” and filled with 

  raisins and nuts, and then given as a gift.

- We made arrangements for a Community

  Strawberry Social’s dinner tables.

- Won a first at a fair parade walking 

  group.

- Assisted in a Sunday “Flower” Service for

  shut in’s.

- Held a first ever District Youth Meeting. 

  A special award was provided by the 

  O.H.A. Association and our District.

- Activities related to competitions to rose 

  shows and fairs and fairs and society

- Hold meetings in the park in suitable 

  weather.

- Held a “dormant” season tree 

  identification trip.

- Held a talk on how to prepare the garden

  for winter.

- A spring show produced 120 pieces of art 

  work for competitions.

- Coloured photos were compiled in an 

  activity scrapbook.

- Stressing about the importance of trees 

  and the planting of some.

- The good and bad bugs and how to

  control them.

- Held a meeting on grass species

  identification.

SOME STATISTICS of YOUTH GROUPS 1991 Newsletter
Re: programs. 

Making up the programs is a fairly close tie between leaders alone or leaders with input from youth collectively. A few youth societies leave it up to the youth.

Re: Financial Assistance.

For almost all groups such is received from the Senior Societies.

Re: Meeting Locations.

They are mostly held at schools, some at homes and others at museums, fire hall, churches, libraries, community halls and sometimes in outdoor in parks.

Re: Age Limits.

There are about 6 times the numbers of youth under 12 years of age. Somewhat like 840 under 12 and 140 over 12.

Re: Dues Amounts.

Most groups charge $ 1.00. A few charge $ 2.00 and a few .50 cents while a few are not yet charging anything (this is 1991)

Re: Number of Meetings held.

Note: Until 1991 I was the chair of the OHA Youth Committee and I was then able to compile a lot of information from the convention competitions, something I have not been able to do since then. Rad Dad

LESSONS TO DYE FOR

Source: www.kidsgardening.com

Author: Eve Pranis

"Imagine the kinds of looks my second graders must have gotten when they asked the grocery store clerk if they could clean the onion skins out of the vegetable bin," reports Cambridge, MA, teacher Bisse Bowman. "But the foraging was fun for them because it was part of our exploration of using plant colors to dye cloth."

Colors from plants have been used throughout history to enhance people's lives -- for decorating animal skins, fabrics, crafts, hair and bodies. They've been used to distinguish serf from master and to serve as banners in war. Your classroom garden, vacant lot, school grounds, and local grocery store can provide fuel for investigating the ways in which plants have enriched and continue to color our world. In doing so, your students can explore plants up close, design inquiry investigations, explore chemistry concepts, and have an intriguing lens for learning about history and other cultures.

As part of a "from sheep to shirt" project, Bisse's student’s collected local urban plants that they read or suspected might produce colors when used as dyes. Their harvest included wild grapes, sumac, tansy, black walnuts, onion skins, and marigolds. Throughout the several-month unit, students pulled apart wool yarn to explore and compare its fibers with synthetic ones. They created dye baths from a range of plant materials, made predictions about the colors that would emerge, and experimented with different dyeing techniques and materials.

"After several rounds of dyeing," says Bisse, "one student remarked: 'You know, it looks real easy to get yellow and green, but hard to get red and purple from plants.” This launched a discussion about the historic importance of red and purple dyes, which were often reserved for royalty, and inspired a local search for plants that might produce these colors. Students decided to try blueberries for dyeing, but were surprised by the dull gray result, and equally chagrined that blue chicory flowers failed to produce blue dye. "We did have many successes," Bisse reports, however. "Students also learned that it's okay to make predictions that turn out to be wrong since that's the trial-and-error part of scientific inquiry." Before moving on to the weaving phase of this thematic unit, Bisse's students created sample yarn books from the 36 colors they'd produced.

"My fifth graders had been studying native and indigenous plants and people," relates Norwalk, CA, teacher Lisa Morris. "I had found a poster depicting a colorful Navaho weaving and identifying plants that had been used to dye the strands. This sparked our interest in researching native plants that we might gather and use to do some dyeing of our own." After doing some research, Lisa's students either grew or collected sunflowers, marigolds, lupines, onions, spinach, and raspberries. Using hot plates, they simmered crushed plant parts for one to two hours, dipped white string in the various dye baths and then used their earthy hues to create friendship bracelets and simple card weavings. "We kept this activity very simple, and decided not to use a mordant to 'fix' the dye," Lisa reports. "The colors still came out well and lasted for a long time -- even some of the smells like raspberry lingered on the dyed materials!" She adds that the hands-on dyeing experiences provided a useful backdrop for exploring an activity that was a craft and way of life for indigenous people. As a follow-up to the classroom project, Lisa sent home a piece of string with each student and a challenge to find and experiment with a new plant-based dye. Her classroom scientists' discoveries, she reports, ranged from coffee to ketchup!
More CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ
49 – What are the two busiest shopping 

        days of the year? = Fri & Sat before 

        Christmas

50 – What object was the candy cane likely 

   to be modeled after? = A Shepherds staff

51 – What did my true love send on the 7th 

    day of Christmas? = Seven swans

52 – What famous figure was born on

  Christmas day, 1642? = Sir Isaac Newton

53 – What is scrooge’s favourite two-word

        phrase? = “Bah-Humbug!”

54 – What were Frosty’s eyes made out of?

        = Coal
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