
 

President’s Message 

Wasnôt that a Convention to remember?  I commend 

District 13 and Sudbury for a wonderful 105
th
 Annual 

Convention.  Thank you to Director Suzanne Hanna and 

to all the many volunteers who worked and planned for 

the Convention.  You did well.  You did better than 

ówellô.  You were fantastic! 

Iôm very proud to be the President of the Ontario 

Horticultural Association in its 106
th
 year as the 

umbrella organization for horticultural societies across 

the province.  This year there are 278 societies in the 

OHA encompassing 30,158 horticultural members.  

Wow!  

OHA and its member societies have endorsed many 

things over the years from planting trees along highways 

in the 1920s to planting Pollinator Patches in 2011.  

Acting together, weôre stronger than acting alone. 

And every society counts.  Each society has at least two 

votes to cast for every resolution that comes to the floor 

at the convention and for the election of officers for the 

coming year. Some of those votes are brought to the 

convention by voting delegates and some are proxy 

votes sent by societies that could not send delegates.  

But of the 767 possible votes at this past convention, 

only 368 were used.  Imagine - 399 unused votes!  

Suppose there was a really serious issue such as fee 

changes? Wouldnôt you want to have a say?  Do send 

delegates or proxy votes to every convention. 

This is the year of Membership Increase!  Youôve been 

formally challenged to increase your societyôs 

membership.  Look for ideas in this and all Trilliums this 

year, post membership ideas on the OHA Facebook 

page, and remember Helen Scuttôs suggestion that you 

can gain new members by becoming an inclusive 

organization.  Look in places you havenôt looked before 

for your new members. 

As I raise the gavel to begin my term, I want to thank 

you for the Directors you have elected to represent you 

on the OHA Board.  Whether agreeing or debating, the 

members of the present OHA Board deal with every 

issue with a sense of cooperation and respect for each 

other. What a wonderful group of committed volunteers 

to work with!  Look for great things from this Board in 

the next few years. 

Your OHA Board pursues better ways to conduct its 

business, effective ways to assist member societies, and 

innovative strategies to make Ontario better. Weôre in 

this together ï Keeping Ontario Beautiful. 

Carol Dunk, OHA President 

Pictured above, from left to right, is the OHAôs 

leadership team ï 1
st
 VP John Sellers,  

President Carol Dunk, and 2
nd

 VP James Graham. 

                   

Introducing Kelly Taylor,  

OHA’s New Secretary 

The OHA is very pleased to announce that Kelly Taylor, 

a member of the London Fanshawe Horticultural 

Society, has joined our organizationôs executive as the 

new OHA Secretary. Welcome aboard, Kelly! 

 

Kelly studied Medical 

Office Administration 

at Fanshawe College, 

and is currently on staff 

at St. Josephôs Health 

Care in London. She is 

married with two 

children, Ryan and 

Kelsey. Kelly loves to 

garden, fish, cook, and 

renovate. 

     

All OHA correspondence should now be directed to: 
Kelly Taylor, OHA Secretary 

448 Paterson Ave. 

London, ON   N5W 5C7 

Email:  secretary@gardenontario.org 

Phone: 519-452-0864 
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