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Introducing James Graham ï 2
nd

 Vice President Nominee 

nce upon a time there was a little boy with big brown eyes and soft curly hair who lived in a world of 

natural wonders. Holstein cows watched him dance down country lanes and into the mature maple bush 

where trilliums bloomed in abundance and last yearôs leaves scrunched under foot. Then he passed out of 

their sight as he raced down the hill, through the hawthorns and beyond the clear spring where mice swam underwater and 

frogs croaked out a greeting. Down under the canopy of leaves he sped to the softly flowing creek whose course he 

followed to the pond where the willow brushed the mirrored surface. 

Then it was on to the abandoned cemetery where lily-of-the-valley spread ever outward and lilacs made huge rings with a 

tent-like feeling in the bald centres. Paths lead past wild white roses to the apiary where the honey bees buzzed and the 

beekeeper shared their sweet treasure. The smell of chicken eggs incubating in a huge wooden box mingled with the 

fragrance of the honey.  

Such was my life as a child. Without being aware of it I was educated in some of the current interests of horticultural and 

naturalist groups ... invasive plants, pollinators, pollution of waterways, woodland plants.  All it took to round out the 

experience was a package of pumpkin seeds, kindly-given gardening advice, and amazing success with perennials, 

annuals, bulbs, and vegetables. Today I am just as excited by the first shoots of green in the spring, the taste of yellow 

beans, and the stately beauty of gladioli as I was many years ago. 

I often refer to myself as a small boy from rural Ontario because I still have that same child-like passion for all things 

horticulture. That passion now includes the Horticultural Societies of this province. We are just ordinary people but we 

are doing something that, while benefitting ourselves, also benefits others and even the Earth upon which we live. 

The OHA is a recognized voice for the collective good of the societies and as it changes and evolves its focus must ever 

relate to the members of the societies. These societies make up the districts of the province and ultimately the Ontario 

Horticultural Association so being in touch with the people in a society is essential. 

When I first became involved with the local Hort Society I had no idea the importance it would assume in my life. 

Likewise when I became a District Director I had no idea what would unfold. Somewhere in Northern Ontario is a 

gentleman whose name I don't know who told me that I should be on the OHA executive. I have grown to see the OHA as 

a vehicle to express the passion of that little boy and indeed the passion of all members province wide. We have a lot to 

offer as we move into a new era of appreciation for the finite resources of this planet and our relationship to the flora and 

fauna with which we share the Earth. The OHA continues to change and, like water coursing across dry land, it continues 

to seek new routes to reach new shores. 

Together we can do amazing things.....                  James Graham 

 

        

The Waterloo Horticultural Society has nominated James for the 

position of OHA Second Vice President. According to their 

submission, James has been an active member and leader of the 

Waterloo Horticultural Society for 20 years. For four years he led the 

group as their President. Under his leadership, the Waterloo Societyôs 

membership increased dramatically.  

For the past three years, James has served as District 19ôs Director. 

During that time, James developed and implemented a District 

Speakers List and a District Judges List. 

The members of the Waterloo Horticultural Society are honoured and 

proud to nominate James Graham for the position of OHA Second 

Vice President and wish him the best of luck in this new endeavour. 


