Nancy Serrick - District 5

Long ago and far away . . . kidding. | was raised in Keswick Ontario, lived in
Toronto for 30 years, then moved back to the family home in the 90s where my cats
and | garden now. | serve(d) on horticultural committees, became Society Presiden
and am now a new District Director. My career was with one of Canada’s largest
investment dealers, on the administration side, where | was Vice President,
Compliance, Western Region, meaning | was based in T.O. but had to travel to
branches throughout the west. Quelle hardship!

How'd | get into gardening? My dad had vegetable and flower gardens while we were
growing up. My sister, brother and | have the hoeing scars to prove it. In addition, |
had an aunt who belonged to a society and she’d constantly urge, “Join the local hort
Nance, you'll love it. You'll learn lots and you’ll meet the nicest people!”

....and my auntie was never wrong.

Suzanne Hanna - District 13

| was born in Edmonton, but have made my home in Sault Ste. Marie since 1977
married with three children. Employed as a Personal Support Worker since 197
Community Living Algoma, | support individuals with intellectual and/or physi
challenges who strive to live fully in our communities. | also work seasonally at
North Greenhouses.

An organic gardener for the past 35 years, | enjoy speaking and writing &
horticulture. 1 am immediate Past President of the Sault Ste. Marie Horticult
Society and now the Director of District 13, having served two terms as the Ass
Director for the Algoma area.

| am an active volunteer in my community, serving on numerous boards
committees of a number of organizations including Clean North, City Beautificafi
Algoma Food Network, and the Historic Sites Board. | am most proud of my role i
development and delivery of a “Grow up Green” gardening program to over 60 ch
who live in family housing sites across the Sault, the creation of sensory gardens, an

my seven year involvement with the Allard Street Community Garden, which | helped create in 2003. | serve as 1
Garden Coordinator of this award-winning garden that provides space for over 200 people of all ages, abilities, ¢
incomes to grow their own healthy, nutritious food. The Allard St. Garden has recently served as the inspiration for 1
creation of over eight new community gardens in the North in the past year.

Recognizing the importance of preserving Canada’s genetic plant heritage and the need for seed-saving, | co-orgar
the Sault's annual Seedy Saturday event which is now entering its third season. | teamed up with Markus Schwab
CBC Radio for the Morning North Garden program, encouraging gardeners in the North to try heirloom varieties al
share their experiences. Passionate about the environment and the need to involve youth in gardening, | lead a troc
guerrilla gardeners armed with trowels and plants to perform “random acts of gardening” at night.

| openly encourage our societies in District 13 and throughout the entire OHA to be more active, to develop a sense
community in our neighbourhoods, and to “sow the seeds of beauty in people’s minds.” It is about time to we all join
the revolution and practiced a little clandestine cultivation. We need to rekindle our sense of humour and have more
with gardening if we hope to grow in the future.

Editor's Note: My sincere apology to Suzanne for misspelling her name in the summer issue!




