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WHAT JUDGES LOOK FOR 
 
DESIGN DIVISION: 
 
PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN:
The principles of design are basic 
standards used to organize, define & 
evaluate the design, its elements & 
components. 
 
The principles of design are: 

Balance:  is the visual stability from any 
angle or any dimension.  A balanced 
design does not appear top-heavy, 
bottom-heavy or lopsided. 
Rhythm:  is the visual path that 
suggests motion in the design 
accomplished by the repetition of an 
element at regular or irregular intervals.  
This can be expressed in line, form, 
colour, spacing between flowers or the 
simple repeating of curves or planes 
within a composition. 
Proportion:  is the relative amount of 
one area to another, i.e.: the amount of 
plant material to the container, the 
amount of round forms to linear forms, 
the amount of rough texture to smooth. 
Scale:  is the size relationship of all 
components. i.e.: the size of one flower 
in relation to another, etc. 
Contrast:  is difference.  Achieved by 
placing opposite or unlike elements 
together in such a way as to emphasize 
difference. 
 
 
 

Dominance:  is the force of one element 
implying subordination. 
 
SCALE OF POINTS FOR DESIGN:  
 
DESIGN       35                                
CONFORMANCE      25 
CREATIVITY       20 
DISTINCTION & CONDITION      20 
 
HORTICULTURAL  DIVISION: 
TERMINOLOGY: 

Balance:  is the arrangement of the 
leaves & florets on the stem.  The 
balance should be even and pleasing.  
Colour:  should be typical of the cultivar.  
Variegation should be true for the 
cultivar.  
Condition: is the actual physical 
appearance of the entry at the time of 
judging.  Specimens that are over-
mature are not of good exhibition quality.  
Distinction:  is marked superiority in all 
respects – it is better, closer to 
perfection than any other specimen.  
Floriferousness:  is abundance of 
flowers. 
Form:  is the overall shape of the plant, 
flower, leaf and/or stem and should be 
characteristic of the cultivar. 
Grooming: is the removal of any 
evidence of spray, dust, insect damage, 
foreign materials, or of any faded or 
wilted petals or leaves. 
Labelling:  should be neat and legible 
with the correct botanical/common name 
and cultivar. 
Size:  should be normal for a well-grown 
specimen of the cultivar exhibited. 
Stem & Foliage: Stem & flower(s) 
should be in good proportion.  The stem 
should be sufficiently strong to support 
the bloom(s).  Only attached foliage is 
permitted unless otherwise stated. 

Substance:  quality of firmness of  
flower or leaf  enabling it to retain its 
characteristic form, freshness & colour. 
Texture: is the surface quality of plant 
materials, the smoothness or roughness.  
Uniformity:  When two or more 
specimens of a given cultivar are shown 
as one entry, they should be as uniform 
as possible in size.  
SCALE OF POINTS:  
SPECIMEN FLOWERING/FRUITED/ 
HANGING FLOWERING/POTTED 
BULBS: 

Flowering/Fruited plants are grown 
primarily for the attractiveness & 
abundance of bloom/fruit.  Floriferousness 
refers to the abundance of bloom/fruit, 
which should be of high quality. 
Cultural Perfection           50     
Form & Symmetry          20                    
Size of plant according to cultivar          10               
Foliage – healthy & unblemished          10             
Grooming                                     10 
Flowers or Fruit            35               
Quality, peak of perfection          10  
Floriferousness-quantity of bloom/fruit   15             
Colour                5 
Size               5 
Distinction             10 
Named               5 
 
SPECIMEN FOLIAGE  PLANTS/  
HANGING FOLIAGE PLANTS/CACTI 
Foliage plants are grown primarily for the 
attractiveness & the interest of the leaves.  
Cacti are grown primarily for the interest of 
the plant (shape,colour,texture.etc.) 
Cultural Perfection           45         
Form & Symmetry           25                    
Size of plant according to cultivar          10       
Grooming                                     10 
Foliage              40      
Quality  – healthy & unblemished          30            
Colour             10 
Distinction             10 
Named               5 
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