Small seeds that are contained in berries may be crushed with a rolling pin placed in water for up to 4 (four) days or until the seed separates from the pulp. Or mix with water in an electric mixer for 2 minutes until the seed and pulp separate. The seed sinks to the bottom and the pulp is discarded and the seed is allowed to dry for 3-5 days then packaged as above.

Either of these methods will work for the following plants; serviceberry, hawthorn, Russian olive, silverberry, strawberry, holly, juniper, privet, honeysuckle, magnolia, Virginia creeper, buckthorn, rose, tomato, sassafras, mountain ash, snowberry and yew to name a few.

The key to successful seed storage, thus guaranteeing germination next year, is to store only dry seed in low humidity. The rule of thumb is temperature (Fahrenheit) plus humidity in the storage area should total less then 100. Temperature being the easiest factor to control. Since humidity fluctuates store your seed in air tight glass, or plastic container or seal container with freezer tape to keep air and moisture out.

If your seeds have been properly dried and have a moisture content of between 6-15%, they can  safely be stored at room temperature.  If you are uncertain about the moisture content, refrigeration is recommended.

COLLECTING AND SAVING SEEDS 

by Linda Temple

Growing plants from seeds you have collected is an interesting way to increase your stock. There always a chance that something unexpected will emerge from the venture for one is never quite certain of the source of the pollen. There is certain to be a wide variation if the plants involved are hybrids but, even if they are not, if you grow several related plants there is always the possibility of a viable cross.

To be successful in harvesting seeds you must be observant particularly with plants that produce capsules or pods then disperse their seeds quickly. This type includes most herbaceous plants, conifers and some grasses. Increase the success rate by cutting and phicing the almost mature seed head in a tray or upside down in a paper bag.

Keep them in a warm, airy place until the seed can be shaken free of the capsule/pod or can be opened and the seed removed. Now clean the seed by picking, sieving or winnowing the debris being careful not to blow away the seed. Package (recycled film containers are good), clearly date and label the contents and store in a dry warm (70°F) place.
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