TIPS FOR PRUNING ROSES 

Linda Temple

AT PLANTING TIME

-trim off any broken or dried roots cleanly above the effected area.

-remove any weak or broken growth leaving 3 strong canes.

-hill soil up around canes 20 cm to prevent basal buds from drying out or plant graft 15-20 cm below ground level.

AFTER PLANTING

-2-3 weeks after planting remove mounded soil or in the case of deep planting excavate the soil to expose the graft. Count up from the base four buds and make a cut just above a outward facing bud. If you have planted deeply, now fill in the hole.

CONTINUED CARE

-prune each year to promote healthy, vigorous growth.

-remove all weak, dead or crossing shoots.

-always prune to an outward facing bud to keep an open centre. This lets in air and light, and helps to keep mildew, and blackspot from getting started.

-dead head regularly to at least the first set of five true leaves. Pruning hard at this time may increase the number of flowers in the next bloom cycle.

-remove suckers from grafted plants as soon as they are noticed. They can be spotted if any two of the following conditions exist:

1. if the shoot has seven leaflets.

2. leaflets are a duller green and have many teeth on the margins.


3.if the shoot has many thin straight thorns. Suckers should be traced back to the root system and cut off flush.

-each spring, leave only the four strongest canes and these should be pruned 4-6 buds from the base.

