Other useful tips: if using chemicals, use a combined insect and disease formula as soon as the leaves begin to unfurl in the spring; water on the leaves promote disease, use a soaker hose if possible or water in early morning so the leaves can dry off; an organic mulch, e.g. shredded leaves or cocoa husks, prevents weeds. and helps keep

roots cool and evenly moist.


THE ULTIMATE ROSE GARDEN 

by Linda Temple

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to have the perfect rose garden where the site and soil were optimum? What are the best conditions for roses?

To begin with the bed would be oriented on the long axis toward the south southeast to catch the earliest sunlight. This will dry the leaves in the early morning to help prevent diseases such as blackspot and powdery mildew from getting a foothold. The site should be sheltered from the prevailing winds, free from tree roots or shade so that

it receives as much sun as possible. It should be level to prevent runoff from the lawn in either the form of fertilizer or herbicide.

The best soil for roses is a clay loam that is slightly acid (optimum is pH 6.5) and enriched with a large amount of organic matter. Above all the soil must be well drained. It should not have standing water on it at any time.

The rose bed can now be prepared in the following way. Remove the soil to a depth of 45-60 cm., 60 cm. being preferred. Although rose roots usually do not penetrate deeper than 45 cm., the new deeper planting method for grafted roses requires the extra depth of prepared soil. Place the top half of the soil on one side of the bed, and the lower half on the other side. If the lower half is very poor replace if with good earth. Loosen the soil in the bottom of the excavation before starting to refill the bed with successive layers of organic matter and soil. The

organic matter (compost/peat moss) should be mixed with fertilizer at the rate of 1 kg. of 1-3-1 fertilizer/cubic meter of organic matter. Using the soil from the top half of the bed, alternate layers of soil and amended organic matter in the ratio of 3: 1. For the technocrats, that is about 7.5 cm. soil to 2.5 cm. amended organic matter. Mix the layers well tramping down when all the soil from the top half has been used. Repeat using the soil from the lower half. The final level of the bed should be just below the lawn level to keep the soil from washing away when watering. Remember the bed will settle anywhere from 30-50%.

The best time to plant in our area is in the spring when the plants are still dormant. Plant the bushes at least

22 cm. from the edge of the bed or from any walkway. Dig a hole 30 cm. square by 50 cm. deep, spread the roots out in the hole, fill the hole with soil and tramp down the soil. Water well allowing the water to completely disappear before continuing to fill the hole. Make sure that the graft is at least 2.5 cm. if not 15 cm. below the ground level. Grandifloras and Hybrid Teas can be planted 61 cm. apart, and Floribundas 46 cm. apart in staggered rows so the light and air can reach all the plants.

The fertilizer that was incorporated in the soil at the time of planting will take them through the first year. After that, use a rose fertilizer as recommended in the spring and again after the June flowering. Never fertilizer roses past the middle of July as that encourages new growth which does not have time to harden-off before winter.

