Mix 1 part glycerine to 2 parts warm (80 degrees farenheit) water in a fairly tall narrow container (so solution goes farther) so only the split end is covered. Top-up with more glycerine solution as it is absorbed, and until no more is taken up, then hang upside down until needed. Should the leaves wilt, warm the solution to speed up absorption. Within a few days the leaves will change colour and become pliable. The whole process may take 2-3 days to 3 or more weeks depending on the size of the branch. Ivy and ground covers should be immersed and weighted down in a glycerine solution.

PRESERVING BRANCHES OR LEAVES WITH GLYCERINE
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Leaves and branches of leaves preserved in glycerine and water last for many years and only need to be freshened with a glycerine dampened cloth. Choose mature but still actively growing branches with attractive shape and unblemished leaves, and remove any lower bark to speed up the absorption of the glycerine solution. Long or short branches of beech, hawthorn, fruit trees, peony, or Mahonia for example, can be successfully preserved.

If the glycerine solution turns dark, continue to use it. Add more glycerine and water as needed. Store solution in a capped container.

