A well planned herbaceous perennial border looks good all through the growing season. A spring-summer bo..der always looks good, but what about the fall border? The following plants bloom in September-October, are hardy in zones 5a-4, and have many cultivars from which to choose.

1. Aconitum carmichaelii (monkshood) has dense blue flowers, blooms later than A. henryi, is 3-5' tall and does well in a damp semi-shade site. Use gloves when dividing the poisonous roots. The cultivar 'Wilsonii' is 6-8' tall with violet blue flowers.

2. Anemone hupehensis (Chinese anemone) is 1-2' tall, and A. X hybrida (Japanese anemone) is 3-5' tall. These anemones have pink and white; single and semi-double flowers, and require a rich, moist (mulch) soil in full sun. Mulching in the first years helps establish a good root system, and also gives added protection in the colder zones. Covering with a cloth helps them through early September frosts. Cultivars of A. X hybrida are 'Queen Charlotte', 'Whirlwind'. Cultivars of A. hupehensis are 'Alba' and 'September Charm'.
3. Aster (Michaelmas Daisy, perennial aster, starwort) is another species that has been extensively hybridized so the choice is incredible. Asters come in blue, pink, white, lavender, rose and purple. They vary from 9" to 5' tall, and like well drained but moist soil in full sun with good air circulation to discourage mildew. Divide every three years to keep a vigorous growing plant. Choose named cultivars that suit our hardiness zone.

4. Boltonia (false starwort) is 3-5' tall, and has white, blue or pink daisy-like flowers on branching stems. It is a perfect companion to asters as they bloom at the same time, look good together and have the same growing conditions. B. asteroides 'Snowbank'; B. latisquama has large, light blue flowers; and B. latisquama 'Nana' has pink flowers.

5. Chrysanthemum morifolium (hardy garden mums) come in white, yellow, bronze, red and pink; early, mid and late blooming; short, medium and tall; and require full sun and rich well-drained soil. Pinch back 5-6" shoots till mid July and fertilize when the first bud appears.

6. Cimicifuga simplex (or C.foetida) (Kamchatka bugbane, snakeroot) has white flower in October; is about 3' tall; and needs moist (mulch), rich soil in semi-shade. C. simplex ‘Armleuchter’ is more robust than the species. C. japonica acerina has maple-like leaves. Only these species bloom in October.

7. Helenium (sneezeweed) has large daisy-like flowers which bloom from July to September in sun in any soil. Avoid straggly, old fashioned types. Named cultivars are better behaved, such as, 'Allgold', 'Bruno', and 'Mahogany'.

8. Liatris pycnostachya (Kansas feather) is 3-5' tall with purple flowers, and L. scariosa (blazingstar, gayfeather) is 2' tall with light purple flowers and narrow spoon-like leaves. Both have tuberous roots and need sandy well-drained soil in sun. Cultivars are L. scariosa 'Alba', 'Nana' and 'September Glory'.

9. 
Physotegia virginiana (false dragonhead, obedient plant) has pink/purple flowers (white variety blooms in August and is invasive), is 3-5' tall, and is easy to grow in any soil.
10. Sedum spectabile (stonecrop) has large pink flower head, is 1.5-2' tall, prefers sun, and attracts


butterflies. Cultivars include 'Atropurpureum' (dark pink) and 'Brilliant' (raspberry). 
Fran Dennett

PERENNIALS FOR THE FALL BORDER

