How to Dry Gourds

- Pick gourds before frost.

- Leave a 2-3" stem attached.

- Remove any soil.

- Puncture the stem end with a needle to allow air into the centre.

- Dip the gourd in a solution of 1 part bleach to 10 parts water.

- Place in a warm, well-ventilated area.

- Allow to dry for 1-2 weeks for small gourds, but up to several months for large ones.

- When dry, coat the outside of the gourd with clear sealer.

- Dried gourds rattle when shaken.
