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Gardener’s Latin
Here is just a short list of the many descriptive Latin words that you may find in the botanical name of a plant.   Note:  Latin is gender specific – for the masculine, the ending is ‘us’ or ‘is’, the feminine ending is ‘a’ (i.e., albus or alba).

 acaulis:  stemless

achilleafolius:  ferny foliage like the yarrow (Achillea)

admirabilis:  admirable, noteworthy
albus:  white

alnifolius:  leaves like the alder

alpestris:  nearly alpine; from just below the timberline

alpinus:  alpine, found high in the mountains

alternifolius:  leaves alternately spaced, not opposite

angustifolius:  narrow-leaved

aquilegifolius:  with leaves like the columbine (Aquilegia)

arborescens:  becoming tree-like; woody

arcticus:  arctic

argenteus:  silvery

atropurpureus:  dark purple

aureus:  golden yellow

australis:  of the Southern Hemisphere

azureus:  azure; sky blue

barbatus:  barbed; bearded

bellus:  handsome; beautiful

bonariensis:  of or from Buenos Aires, Argentina

borealis:  northern

brevifolius:  short-leaved

bulbiferus:  bulb-bearing

byzantinus:  Byzantine; of or from Istanbul, Turkey

caeruleus:  cerulean; dark blue

callicarpus:  having beautiful fruits

cambricus:  Cambrian; welsh

canadensis:  of or from Canada or the northeastern U.S.

capitalus:  forming a head

carpaticus:  of or from the Carpathian Mountains

caudatus:  tailed; with a tail-like appendage

cerefolius:  with waxy leaves

cernuus:  drooping; nodding

chinensis:  of or from China

coccineus:  scarlet

compressus:  compressed; flattened sideways as a stem

contortus:  twisted

cordifolius:  with heart-shaped leaves

coreanus, koreanus:  Korean

cyananthus:  with dark blue flowers

decoratus:  decorative

deltoides, deltoideus:  triangular, like the fourth letter of the Greek alphabet, delta
depressus:  flattened from above

digitalus:  hand-like; fingered 

dulcis:  sweet to taste; mild

dumosus:  bushy

echinatus:  bristly like a hedgehog (echinos in Greek)

elatus:  tall

ensifolius:  sword-leaved

erianthus:  with wooly flowers

filamentosus:  thread-like

flavus:  pure yellow

flexuosus:  winding; growing in a zig-zag manner

flore-pleno:  with double flowers; full-flowered

floridus:  flowering;  full of flowers

fragrans:  scented; especially sweet-scented

fulgidus:  shining or glistening

gigas:  of the giants; immense

gladiatus:  like a sword

glaucus:  covered with a fine white powdery coating

gracillimus:  very slender

grandis:  large; big; showy

griseus:  gray

hirtus:  hairy

horizontalis:  spreading horizontally, flat on the ground

humifusus:  sprawling on the ground; procumbent

incarnatus:  flesh-coloured; pink

integrifolius:  with entire or uncut leaves

jalapa:  of or from Jalapa, Mexico

japonicus:  Japanese

laevis:  smooth; as if polished

leucanthus:  with white flowers

ligularis, ligulatus:  like a strap

lobularis:  lobed

longifolius:   long-leaved

luteus:  yellow

macranthus:  producing large flowers

maculatus:  spotted; blotched

micropetalus:  with small petals

minimus:  least; smallest

mirabilis:  marvelous; astonishing

mollis:  soft; flexible; mild

montanus:  growing in the mountains

moschatus:  musky scent

muralis:  growing on walls

nivalis, niveus:  snowy; white; growing in snow

nobilis:  noble; well-known; outstanding

odoratus, odorus:  fragrant; scented; sweet-smelling

officinalis:  medicinal; of the pharmacopoeia

pacificus:  of the Pacific North American west coast

pallidus:  pale; pale green in colour

paniculatus:  having flowers in a cluster

pendulus:  hanging down; drooping

plicatus:  pleated; folded lengthwise

racemosus:  flowers growing in racemes

repens:  creeping; spreading by stolons (runners)

rivularis:  brook or river loving

rubens, ruber:  red; ruddy

rugosus:  rugose; wrinkled

sanguineus:  bloody; blood red

saxatilis:  found among rocks

sempervirens:  evergreen

spicatus:  spicate:  with spikes

strictus:  upright; erect

tigrinus:  striped like a tiger

undulatus:  undulated; wavy

vernalis:   of spring

vinosus:  wine red in colour

virens:  green

vulgaris, vulgatus:  vulgar; common

zebrinus:  zebra-striped
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