Preparing African Violets for Showing

Fran Dennett

To promote a full flush of new blooms on show date, the plants should be disbudded.  This means pinching out flower buds as stated follows:

For single flower & non-variegated varieties of African Violets:

-  Disbud all flower stems up to 9 weeks before a show.

For  double flower & variegated varieties of African Violets:
-  Disbud all flower stems up to 8 weeks before a show, leaving 1/4 of each flower stem

For single/mini varieties of  African Violets:

-  Disbud all flower stems up to 6 weeks before a show,  leaving 1/4 of each stem.

Then, for all varieties:
-  Increase light 1 hour/week starting at 9th week to 14-16 hours/day.

-  Fertilize weekly with 1/4 strength 10-51-10.

-  Groom plants regularly.

